
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

HUME — Shiloh Community 
Unit District 1 may be one step clos-
er to finding a school-resource offi-
cer, board members learned during 
the district’s monthly meeting Mon-
day, Sept. 16.

The district has sought a school re-
source officer since the Feb. 14, 2018, 
mass shooting at Marjorie Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Florida. 
The concern expressed by the board 
members at the time was the school 
is isolated in a rural location

The district is working with the 
Edgar County Sheriff ’s Department 
and Sheriff Jeff Wood. The officer 
would be a member of the sheriff ’s 

department but his 
salary paid by the 
school district. In-
terest in the position 
— which has been 
widely advertised 
— has been minimal 
until a recent inquiry 
by a man currently 

employed as a first responder but not 
a law enforcement officer, according 
to Shiloh Interim Superintendent of 
Schools Allen Hall.

Hall explained the prospective 
officer must be trained and that pro-
cess would likely take most of a year. 
In addition, since the man would be 
quitting his fulltime job, they district 
would be paying him while he is 

trained.
Board member April Morris ex-

pressed concern about the district 
paying someone for training and 
then accepting another position else-
where. She also objected to paying 
$44,000 for training. Board mem-
ber Brian Rhode disagreed, noting, 
“$44,000 is nothing today.”

Board member Aaron Richardson 
said he knows the possible officer 
and vouched for him. 

“He’d never do that,” he said.
The board took no formal action 

and agreed to discuss the matter fur-
ther in executive session.

Principal Beth Harbaugh report-
ed on a busy first month of school. 
There will be district staff meeting 

for the September early dismissal. 
Shiloh is collaborating with the Oak-
land teacher staff for a joint work 
time on the afternoon of Oct. 11 she 
reported. The staff will work togeth-
er by grade level or subject area, she 
said.

Hall reported the cost of installing 
a key fob system for the school’s ex-
terior doors is $9,677 and includes 
re-keying all the interior doors. 

“There are a lot of keys floating 
around,” he said.

The board also discussed improv-
ing instruction, teacher retention 
and recruitment. 

Hall announced the district will 
offer a summer school program as 
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Volunteers elect 
new officers

L & A Farms ex-
pands offerings

High court takes 
show on the road

Honey sweetens 
salads, desserts

Beacon Brigade 
brings home title

TIGERS TAKE 
CONTROL IN 
LIC MATCHUP

Latest news, 
online extras

It’s been an exciting year 
for the Paris Hospital Vol-
unteers, opening their new 
gift shop. The volunteers 
celebrated and elected of-
ficers with Peg Raley once 
again leading the group. 
HEALTH, 6B

L & A Family Farms is add-
ing a corn maze, wagon 
rides and a pumpkin patch 
at their farm, continuing 
the legacy of Paul and 
Sherry Staley, who retired 
after 26 years with Pump-
kin Works. NEWS, 3A

The Illinois Supreme Court 
once again left Springfield 
to allow state residents to 
watch arguments  before 
the court. STATE, 12B

HCE members received a 
crash course on cooking 
with local honey from 
Circle H Honey. C’EST LA 
VIE, 1B

The Paris High School 
Beacon Brigade took 
grand champion honors in 
Monticello. NEWS, 3A

The Paris Tigers rebound-
ed from last week’s loss 
with a convincing 51-30 
PHS Homecoming win at 
Tiger Stadium.  SPORTS, 
9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Resource officer possible
Shiloh may be a step closer to hiring a school resource officer; training to take a year

HALL

See SHILOH, Page 8A

Cleanup is 
a success
Event organizer overwhelmed 
with response collecting 1,200 
gallons of trash, garbage

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

When Phillip Stapp organized a volunteer 
cleanup effort in Paris for Sept. 7 he wasn’t 
sure what to expect. The public response and 
outcome left him energized with hope for cre-
ating a better community.

“We had 113 volunteers and collected 
about 1,200 gallons of trash. That’s a conser-
vative estimate,” said Stapp.

The volunteers, who came from all walks of 
life and ranged in age from small children to 
70 years old, managed to complete 28 of the 
37 routes Paris was divided into for the clean-
up effort and some volunteers did more than 
one route. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts also 
helped.

“The next day I was driving to a friend’s 
house and saw trash in the road. I was dis-
appointed and then realized it wasn’t one of 
the routes we cleaned,” said Stapp. “The areas 
we did drive through that we cleaned looked 
great.”

He noted some other positives beyond 
cleaning the litter.

Stapp said some residents came out and 
asked the volunteers what they were doing 
and seemed impressed by the effort so that 
helps raise more public awareness about the 
importance of keeping the town clean.

Despite social media complaints about 
drug related needles being found in Paris, the 
volunteers encountered little in the way of 
paraphernalia.

“The found maybe three and all were found 
by ex-addicts and they knew how to handle 
them, but we only covered the streets, not the 
alleys, ” said Stapp.

Prior to departing on the routes, volunteers 
were told if they encountered broken glass, 
needles, taped bottles or other drug related to 
paraphernalia to call for assistance. Only one 
volunteer encountered broken glass, and that 
was a shattered beer bottle in the gutter. 

Having a clean town is personal for Stapp.
“Eventually, my son will be able to ride a 

bike on his own, and I want to know he is safe,” 
Stapp said. “My wife has pointed out some-
times when we pass through a small town it 
may look run down and dirty and others are 
clean and appealing. It’s a good feeling passing 
through a small town that is completely clean.”

See CLEANUP, Page 8A

Kiwanis Honeybee Festival ready to go 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Final details are getting pulled 
together but the annual Honeybee 
Festival is largely set to go with ac-
tivities next weekend in downtown 
Paris, the Edgar County Fairgrounds 
and the Edgar County Historical So-
ciety. 

A Walk Through History is the his-
torical society’s contribution to the 
Honeybee Festival. This event oc-
curs at the historical society property 
on North Main utilizing the Arthur 
House, the Eslinger Log Cabin and 
the exhibit space in the annex build-
ing.

While it is primarily aimed at area 
fourth grade students as part of the 
Illinois history curriculum, others 
are welcome to attend the free event. 
A Walk Through History starts at 9 
a.m. Friday and normally finishes 
around 4 p.m.

The local Kiwanis organization 

sponsors activities on the square 
that include food, vendors and enter-
tainment. Something new this year 
is a car show organized by the Twin 
Lakes Cruisers.

Another change is the Honeybee 
Parade is using a slightly shorter 
route. The parade this year starts at 
Madison Street and concludes at 
Washington Street. Organizers say 
the change is in anticipation of the 
eventual closing of Crawford Street 
when the former high school is con-
verted to senior housing. 

Also regarding the parade, the 
PHS Alumni Band is marching in the 
parade and former band directors 
are coming back to help. A truck will 
accompany the alumni band on the 
parade route for those who cannot 
walk. 

Band alumni are meeting Saturday 
morning in Eveland Gym to practice, 
tell some old stories and have some 
fun. Those participating in the pa-

rade are asked to wear an orange shirt 
and bring their instruments. Some 
percussion and brass instruments are 
available for alumni that no longer 
have their own instruments.

The alumni band won’t partici-
pate in the Honeybee Parade again 
until 2024. For more information 
or questions, visit Facebook at Paris 
Marching Tigers Alumni or email 
clawsonc04@gmail.com.  

Here is the schedule for down-
town.

THURSDAY
7:30-9:30 p.m. Troy Stone per-

forms on the square with a high-en-
ergy show of classic rock and country 
music.

FRIDAY
6 a.m.-1 p.m. The Kiwanis Pancake 

Tent is in operation on the north side 
of the square. Tickets for the pancake 
and sausage breakfast are available in 

advance from Kiwanis members or at 
the door.   

All day, food and craft vendors are 
set up around the square and on the 
courthouse lawn.   

6 p.m. Lacey Jay performs original 
compositions, country and rock and 
roll on the square

7:30 p.m. Battle Creek Country 
performs family friendly music play-
ing country, oldies, rock and roll and 
clever original songs on the square.

8 p.m. Garrett Biggs plays country 
music at Lot 50 Brewing on Court 
Street. 

SATURDAY
6 a.m.-1 p.m. The Kiwanis Pancake 

Tent is back in business providing a 
hot and tasty breakfast for all.   

9 a.m.-approximately 1 p.m. a car 
show sponsored by the Twin Lakes 
Cruisers takes place on the parking 
lot at the Human Resources Center 

See HONEYBEE, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

First Neighbor Bank is joining the commercial ventures on East Jasper Street. The bank is currently operat-
ing out of the strip mall just outside the city limits. Plans are for the building to be occupied by the end of 
the year.

Buildings springing up

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Precision Collision is expanding with a new building at the corner of High and Crawford to enhance the tire 
and mechanical repair portion of the business. The change creates more room for the body shop that will 
remain on Jasper Street.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Earthwork and site preparation continues for the eventual construction of a new Hampton Inn Hotel on 
South Main Street, near the PEDCO Industrial Park. The hotel will offer meeting rooms as well as lodging 
for not only visitors but out-of-town employees from the industries located nearby.



TODAY

YOUTH BOWLER SIGNUPS
Sign up for a youth bowlers 
league for children between ages 
5 to 18 is 10 a.m. today at Mike 
& Debbie’s Paris Bowl. More 
information is available by calling 
217-466-2695.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019.

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclu-
sive of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

PARIS BEE QUILTERS MEET
The next Paris Bee Quilters 
meeting is 6:30 p.m. Sept. 23 
at the Otterbein United Meth-
odist church, 406 W. Washing-
ton St., Paris. New members 
are always welcome. There is 
no age or experience limit.  For 
more information, call 217-251-
1394.

TUESDAY

BINGO FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Marshall Rehabilitation and 
Nursing is sponsoring bingo 
for senior citizens 10:30 
a.m. at the Paris Carnegie 
Library.
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HONEYBEE PARADE ENTRIES AVAILABLE AT CHAMBER
Entries for the annul Paris Kiwanis Honeybee Festival Parade are 
available at the Paris Chamber of Commerce offices.
Kiwanians Drew Griffin and Linda Lane are parade co-chairman. 
The parade will have a slightly different parade route this year 
with the parade stepping off from Madison Street and conclud-
ing on Washington St. Parade time is 11 a.m.
Among the entries will be the Paris High School Homecoming 
floats as well as the Paris Marching Tigers, Mayo Middle School 
Marching Redbirds and the Crestwood Eagles band.
In addition to the parade, vendors will be set up around the 
courthouse square Friday and Saturday. There will be free music 
each evening on the south side of the square and Lot 50 will be 
featuring special music during the festival.
The Kiwanis Pancake Tent will begin serving at 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday on the north side of the square in downtown 
Paris.
The Sons of the American Legion Beer Tent will be

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.
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LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

85   69
Prec: 0%

81   60
Prec: 60%

77   55
Prec: 0%

78   59
Prec: 0%

79   62
Prec: 20%

78   63
Prec: 0%

80   61
Prec: 20%

TODAY — A mostly sunny, breezy, and 
summer-like day with highs climbing into 
the mid 80s.

SUNDAY — Mostly cloudy with showers 
and thunderstorms possible as a cold 
front moves through. Highs top out in the 
lower 80s.

MONDAY — Just in time for the start of 
fall, expect seasonal highs in the upper 70s 
under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:37 a.m. 6:50 p.m. 11:29 p.m. 1:41  p.m.

FRIDAY 6:38 a.m. 6:48 p.m. --. 2:41  p.m.

SATURDAY 6:39 a.m. 6:47 p.m. 12:24 a.m. 3:37 p.m.

SUNDAY 6:40 a.m. 6:45 p.m. 1:26 a.m. 4:28  p.m.

MONDAY 6:41 a.m. 6:43 p.m. 2:36 a.m. 5:14  p.m.

TUESDAY 6:42 a.m. 6:42 p.m. 3:50 a.m. 5:54 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:43 a.m. 6:40 p.m. 5:05 a.m. 6:10 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76°/53°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96° in 1955
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34° in 1918

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.28”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.98”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31.26”

NORMAL:    High: 76   Low: 53     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK
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WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Verna 
Smith at 217-822-0953 for more 
information.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 

at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

BINGO FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Marshall Rehabilitation and 
Nursing is sponsoring bingo for 
senior citizens 2 p.m. Sept. 26 
at the Edgar County Housing 
Authority. 

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. Sept. 26 at the post 
home. The $5 meal is roast pork, 
au gratin potatoes, seasoned 
green beans and a beverage. 
Dessert is available for $1 extra.

UPCOMING

MONDAY, SEPT. 30
The Paris 95 school district 
has three committee meetings 
Monday, Sept. 30 at 300 S. Eads, 
and the public is welcome to 
attend. The Behavior Intervention 

Committee meets at 5:30 p.m.; 
the Parent/Teacher Advisory 
Committee meets at 5:30 p.m.; 
and the Safety/Threat Assess-
ment Committee Meeting is at 
6 p.m.

FRIDAY, OCT. 4
The new art exhibit at Paris’ 
Link Art Gallery is Art Currents 
featuring works by members of 
the River City Art Association. 
The art works are on display until 
Oct. 4 during the gallery hours of 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday.

SATURDAY, OCT. 5
Catholic Charities of Mattoon is 
doing a Mobile Food Run 11 a.m. 
Oct. 5 at the Metcalf Fire Station. 
The event provides large boxes 
filled with non-perishable food 
items to 35 people. Distribution 
of the food boxes in on a first 
come, first served basis. All Edgar 
County residents are eligible to 
participate. Participants are not 
required to provide identification 
to receive a box of food but they 
must sign a document verifying 
address.

SATURDAY, OCT. 5
The Eastern Star at Marshall is 
having a fundraising beef/chick-
en noodle dinner 4-7 p.m. Oct. 5 
at 302 S. 6th Street. 

TUESDAY, OCT. 8
Horizon Health’s Women’s Night 
Out health series is 6-7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8 at Castle Finn Winery. 
Seating is limited. More informa-
tion is available by contacting 
Christina Hoffman at choffman@
myhorizonhealth.org or 217-466-
4294.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 16
The Regional Office of Education 
and Charleston School District 
#1, in conjunction with the 
Teachers’ Retirement System, 
is hosting a group meeting 
to provide information about 
TRS benefits and to explain the 
retirement process. Members of 
the retirement system who have 
questions about their benefits 
and the retirement process 
should plan to attend the group 
meeting 4:30 p.m., Oct. 12, in the 
auditorium at Charleston High 
School. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 19
An emergency preparedness 
fair is 2-4 p.m. Oct. 19 at the 
Paris Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints featuring a 
variety or vendor and presenters 
covering topics dealing with 
earthquake, tornado, fire, flood 
and ice disaster. The event is free 
and more information is available 
by contacting the church.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.

Ask us about financing with  
LESS THAN 20% DOWN!

Settle in with a Low Down Payment!
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217-921-3216



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019  |  3AON THE RECORD
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Let’s start the conversation today!

Drinks, appetizers, vendors & speakers. 
Dr. Maria Horvat, OB/GYN   •   Marla Coffman, CPA   

Rita Rogers, blogger & entrepreneur 

Tickets can be purchased at Paris Community Hospital registration desk.  
For more information, call Christina Hoffman at 217-466-4294. 

Free Kids Vitamins
for a head start 

on 

Nutrition

Come see us for details!
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Brigade takes championship
PHS competition 
band group bests 15 
bands at Monticello

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris High School drum majors Shayleigh Cline, left, and Alexia Strow posing with the trophies that 
the Beacon Brigade earned at Monticello. The brigade bested 15 other bands to bring home the 
grand championship as well as taking first in their class.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris High School Bea-
con Brigade wowed the judg-
es at the annual Monticello 
Sage City Marching Festival 
Saturday, Sept. 14, bringing 
home the grand champion-
ship and top honors in other 
categories as well.

The band’s 2019 show, 
“The Witching Hour,” fea-
tures music by Randall Stan-
dridge, according to director 
Kevin Pruiett.

In folklore, the witching 
hour, or devil’s hour, is a time 
of night associated with su-
pernatural events. Creatures 
such as witches, demons and 
ghosts are thought to appear 
and to be at their most pow-
erful. Black magic is thought 
to be most effective at this 
time.

The music the brigade per-
forms is challenging and not 
the usual marching band fare, 
Pruiett said.

“I don’t know why we lean 
to the dark themes, but it is 
popular with the students and 
the judges,” he said.

Pruiett described the music 
as eerie, recreating the time 
of night when dark forces ap-
pear. The music includes four 
sections introduced by the 
ringing of bells. 

According to the compos-
er, the bells mimic the tolling 
of church bells late at night.

In addition to taking the 
grand champion honors, the 
brigade also took first in flags, 

first in drum majors and first 
in their class.

In addition to the auxiliary 
members, the show includes 
a huge clock, constructed by 
Tony Kindred, the clock is 
currently set to 3 a.m. 

“Eventually, we hope the 
hands can be moved during 
the show,” Pruiett noted.

The brigade has a full sea-
son of competition ahead 

of them including the bid 
competition at Illinois State 
University as well as Robin-
son.

“We started talking about 
this year’s show last Septem-
ber,” Pruiett said. 

Pruiett said anyone can 
attend the competitions. Fol-
low the brigade on Facebook, 
he said.

Continuing the legacy

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

L&A Family Farms is ex-
panding its ag-tourism busi-
ness for the fall of 2019 with 
a corn maze, pumpkin patch, 
hayrides and bonfires.

The move is intended to fill 
the gap in the niche market 
of fall activities created when 
Paul and Sherry Staley re-
tired their immensely popular 
Pumpkin Works attraction 
in Elbridge Township at the 
end of the 2018 season after 
26 years of offering fall family 
fun.

“It’s important to continue 
the family-operated tradition 
since I previously worked for 
Paul Staley at Pumpkin Works 
before starting L&A Family 

Farms and since Pumpkin 
works is where I found my 
inspiration for the agri-tour-
ism industry,” said Brian Lau, 
president and co-owner of 
L&A Family Farms.

The 2019 theme for the 
L&A fall activities is The 
Place to Bee as a reminder of 
how important bees are for 
the agriculture community 
and a reference to the annual 
Honeybee Festival in Par-
is. The bee population is in 
decline and that should be a 
concern for all.

L&A Family Farms started 
in 2004 with a community 
supported agriculture pro-
gram providing subscribers 
with weekly delivery of fresh 
produce. That program later 
expanded to include options 
for pasture raised meats and 
eggs.

The farm operation ven-
tured into ag-tourism in 

2016 with a sunflower maze, 
which proved such a popular 
attraction it has been repeat-
ed annually and has brought 
thousands of visitors to Edgar 
County. 

Adding the features that 
were long a staple at Pump-
kin Works expands the tourist 
season from summer sun-
flowers into the fall.

Attractions at L&A Farms 
are open to the public 10 a.m-
9 p.m. Saturday and noon-6 
p.m. Sunday through Oct. 27. 
The open hours also include 
the Friday and Monday of 
the Columbus Day weekend. 
General admission is $10. 
Children between the ages 
of 3 and 5 and adults 80 years 
or older are $5. Children two 
and under are free.

More information about 
L&A Farm’s The Place to Bee 
activities is available at lafami-
lyfarms.com.

L & A Farms expands 
agritourism with 
pumpkin patch, maze

Military academy applications underway 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARYVILLE — Con-
gressman John Shimkus 
(R-15th District) is now 
accepting applications from 
young men and women in-
terested in attending one of 
the United States military 
academies. High school se-
niors, as well as qualifying 
college students, should ap-
ply now for 2020 admission.

“As the school year begins, 
many high school seniors are 
thinking about their future,” 
said Shimkus. “As a graduate 
of the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, I am 
eager to provide information 
and assistance with nomina-
tions to the military acade-
mies.”  

To be eligible for a nomi-
nation, a candidate must be 

an American citizen, at least 
17 years old and no more 
than 23 years old on July 1, 
2020, not married, under no 
legal obligation to support a 
child and a legal resident of 
the 15th District of Illinois.

Applications will be ac-
cepted for the U.S. Air 
Force Academy at Colorado 
Springs, Colo.; U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point, 
N.Y.; U.S. Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Md.; and U.S. 
Merchant Marine Academy 
at Kings Point, N.Y. Accep-
tance of a service academy 
appointment requires at 
least a nine-year service ob-
ligation, which includes four 
years at the academy and five 
years of active duty service.

While Congressman 
Shimkus nominates candi-
dates to the academies, it is 

the academy officials who 
make the final selection. A 
separate application must 
be made to each academy if 
a nominee is interested in 
more than one.

“I encourage young men 
and women with any lev-
el of interest to contact my 
office as soon as possible,” 
Shimkus added. “There are 
no fees to apply to the acad-
emies and no commitment is 
necessary at this point in the 
process.”

Students should complete 
the application available on-
line at  shimkus.house.gov/
services/academy and re-
turn it by Nov. 1, to the con-
gressman’s Maryville district 
office. 

More information 
is available by call-
ing (618) 288-7190. 
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Multiple felony convictions results in prison
BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Multiple felony convictions 
are sending Paris resident 
Cody A. Rigdon to prison for 
4 ½ years.

Rigdon, 29, appeared in 
custody for the Sept. 9 crim-
inal and traffic call in Edgar 
County Circuit Court and 
was sentenced on a Class 2 
felony motor vehicle theft. He 
also received three-year pris-
on sentences after the court 
revoked his original proba-
tion sentences for a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery 

conviction and a Class 4 felo-
ny criminal damage to a gov-
ernment supported property 
conviction. The sentences are 
all concurrent. 

The motor vehicle theft 
sentence also included a 
$500 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. In the other 
cases, he was ordered to pay 
all outstanding financial obli-
gations. 

Rigdon was remanded to 
custody for transportation 
to the Illinois Department of 
Corrections. 

Other individuals appear-

ing before the bench for the 
Sept. 9 and Sept. 12 court call 
included:

IN CUSTODY
nTyson W. Ducharme, 34, 

Vermilion, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 2 felony possession of 
a stolen title, a Class 4 felo-
ny unauthorized title and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. Ducharme’s motion for a 
furlough to attend residential 
treatment was continued for a 
hearing, and he was remand-
ed to custody pending post-
ing of bond.
nDustin Halfacre, 32, 

Rockville, Ind., appeared in 
custody. He was presented 
with and denied a petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. The public defender 
was appointed. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Halfacre was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nJohn C. Hollingsworth, 

27, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery. The 
public defender was assigned 
to the case. Bond was set at 
$12,000. Hollingsworth was 
ordered to have no contact 
with the apparent victim or 
the victim’s residence. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pend-
ing posting of bond.
nBradley J. Latch, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody. His 
unresolved charges of a Class 
1 felony residential arson, a 
Class 2 felony arson and a 
Class 4 felony criminal dam-
age to property were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nThomas D. Martin, 56, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine. Bond was set 
at $5,000. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing. Martin was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nStephen L. Miller, 33, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
2 felony burglary and a Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault charges. A presen-
tencing investigation was 
ordered, and the matter was 
continued for the sentencing 
hearing. Miller was granted a 
personal recognizance bond 
and he was remanded to cus-
tody pending release process-
ing. In return for the guilty 
plea, the state dismissed a 
Class B misdemeanor crim-
inal trespassing charge and a 
Class A misdemeanor retail 
theft charge. 
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 

appeared in custody. The pub-
lic defender was appointed to 
represent him for the unre-
solved petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. 
The matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel. Strange was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond.
nMichael A. Starr, 33, 

Paris, appeared in custody. 
He was charged with a Class 
2 felony aggravated domestic 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor battery. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. His 
oral motion for a personal 
recognizance bond was de-
nied.

In  another matter, Starr’s   
unresolved Class 4 felony 
reckless discharge of a firearm, 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of a firearm without a 
FOID card and three counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol charges were contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nDavid Troxel, 36, Paris, 

appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance.

CHARGES
nClifford W. Cunningham, 

55, Paris, was charged with a 
Class 2 felony failure to regis-
ter as a sex offender. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing.
nCorey L. Proffitt, 29, 

Saint Charles, Mo., was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor driving on a revoked 
license. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney. The mat-
ter was continued for a first 
appearance with counsel.
nCharles J. Richey, 40, 

Marshall, was charged and 
pleaded guilty to a Class B 
misdemeanor drivers license 
expired for longer than one 
year. He was sentenced to a 
$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. 
nRonnie L. West, 47, 

Hume, was charged with a 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct. The public de-
fender was appointed, and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nJerry L. Beno, 60, Paris, 

pleaded guilty to a Class A 
misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
charge. He was sentenced to 
90 days in jail starting Nov. 
4 and granted credit for one 
days previously served, two 
years of probation, a $2,500 
fine, court costs, various 
state fee and he was ordered 
to complete counseling per 
an evaluation. In return for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class 2 felony ag-
gravated DUI and a Class 4 
felony aggravated DUI while 
revoked charges. 
nAshley Hornbrook Bo-

swell, 23, Paris, pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and was sen-
tenced to 120 days in jail 
with 56 days to be served as 
electronic home monitoring 
and credit for two days previ-
ously served and the remain-
ing 60 days are subject to the 
court’s discretion, two years 
of probation, a $750 fine, 
court costs, various state fees 
and an order to complete any 
recommended counseling. In 
return for the plea, the state 
dismissed a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine charge. 
nErvin E. Eslinger, no 

age provided, Paris, pleaded 
guilty to a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery. He 
was sentenced to four days in 
jail with credit for two days 
previously served, one year of 
probation, a $400 fine, court 
costs, various state fees and 
he was banned from entering 
bars or taverns for the dura-
tion of the sentence. In return 
for the plea, the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or aggravated assault charge. 
nKassady C. Neibarger, 

30, Paris, admitted a peti-
tion to revoke her probation 
sentence for a Class 2  felo-
ny burglary conviction. The 
matter was continued for a 
sentencing hearing. In anoth-
er matter, Neibarger learned 
the state withdrew a petition 
to revoke her conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 3 
felony failure to report to a 
penal institution conviction. 
The conditional discharge 
was terminated and the case 
was closed.
nJalen R. Scroggins, 20, 

Paris, entered a negotiated 
guilty plea to a Class 2 felo-
ny burglary charge. He was 
sentenced to 120 days in jail 

with credit for 36 days 
previously served with the 
remaining jail time subject 
to the court’s discretion, two 
years second chance proba-
tion, 30 hours of communi-
ty service work, a $500 fine, 
$69.96 restitution, court 
costs, various state fees, an 
order to obtain his GED and 
an order to maintain em-
ployment. In exchange for 
the plea, the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charge. 

In another matter, Scrog-
gins pleaded guilty to a Class 
B misdemeanor criminal 
trespassing charge and was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion one year of conditional 
discharge concurrent with his 
other conviction, a $300 fine, 
restitution of $24, court costs 
and various state fees. 

He also pleaded guilty in 
a third case to a Class A mis-
demeanor theft and was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail sub-
ject  to the court’s discretion, 
one year of conditional dis-
charge to run concurrent with 
his previous misdemeanor 
conviction, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nKane A. Cruz, 20, Clin-

ton, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nMichael C. McMahan, 

49, Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class  4 felony domestic bat-
tery, a Class 4 felony unlawful 
restraint and a Class A mis-
demeanor aggravated assault 
charges. The case went to the 
public defender and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretri-
al conference.
nSherry L. Ricketts, 49, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing charge. A pretrial con-
ference was scheduled.
nEthan A. Watson, 18, Par-

is, denied a petition to revoke 
his court supervision for a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing conviction. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.

OTHER MATTERS
nArchie L. Kennedy, 40, 

Paris, was resentenced on a 
petition to revoke his pro-
bation for a Class 2 felony 
burglary conviction. He was 
resentenced to 180 days in 
jail to be served as electronic 
home monitoring, 18 months 
of probation and ordered to 
pay all previous financial ob-
ligations.
nChristy L. Tingley, 31, 

Paris, learned her motion to 
quash a warrant for her arrest 
for missing a previous court 
appearance was denied. Bond 
was reduced to $1,000 from 
the original bond of $3,500. 
Her Class A misdemeanor 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol conviction was con-
tinued for a jail status review 
hearing.

WARRANTS
nWarrants were ordered 

and prepared when the fol-
lowing individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Kylee 
J. Beaven, 32, Paris; Elva J. 
Hood, 35, Chrisman; Eric D. 
Paige, 28, Paris; Damian M. 
Thompson, 28, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; and Terry L. Wimmer, 
59, Paris.

COURT
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JOHN SCOTT
WESTFIELD – John 

Ray Scott, 51, of Westfield, 
passed away at 9:30 a.m. 

T u e s d a y , 
Sept. 17, 
2019, at his 
home. 

I n u r n -
ment is in 
Maple Hill 
C e m e t e r y. 
Visitation is 

from 2 to 3 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 26, at Markwell Funer-
al Home in Casey.  

MISTY HAYWARD
Misty R. Hayward, 55, of 

Clinton, Ind., and formerly 
of Paris, passed away at 10:24 

p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 13, 
2019, at the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Center 
For Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

Following 
cremation, a celebration of life 
service is from 1 to 4 p.m. Sat-
urday Sept. 28, at the Paris Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars. Stewart 
and Carroll Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with the ar-
rangements.  

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

MICHAEL COOPER
MARSHALL – Mi-

chael Wayne Cooper, 57, 
of Marshall, passed away at 

10:45 p.m., 
Wednesday, 
Sept. 8, 2019, 
in the Gib-
son Center 
for Hospice 
Care, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

P r i v a t e 
family graveside services are 
in the South Vigo Black Cem-
etery, with Pastor Joe Irwin 
officiating. Pearce Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

JUDY BUDD
CASEY – Judith Ilene Black 

Budd, 77, of Casey, passed 
away at 6:34 p.m. Monday, 

Sept. 16, 
2019, at her 
home. 

A funer-
al service 
was 10 a.m. 
T h u r s d a y , 
Sept. 19, at 
the Mace-

donia Baptist Church, with 
the Rev. Tom Marsh offici-
ating.  Burial followed in the 
Macedonia Cemetery.  Vis-
itation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 18, at Mark-
well Funeral Home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Casey First 
Baptist Church and Clark 
County 4-H. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.
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CHESTER HIGGINBOTHAM
Chester Dale “Bud” Hig-

ginbotham, 87, of rural 
Paris, passed away at 8:30 

a.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 
15, 2019, at 
Life’s Jour-
ney. He was 
a farmer.

A funer-
al service is 
10:30 a.m. 
M o n d a y , 
Sept. 30, at 
Bell Ridge 
C h r i s t i a n 
Church, with 
Bro. Kurt 
Speece offi-
ciating. Buri-
al follows 
in Marshall 
Cemetery. Vis-
itation is 2-6 
p.m. Sunday, 

Sept. 29, at Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home.    

Mr. Higginbotham 
was  born July 7, 1932, at 
home on the farm near 
Martinsville, the son of the 
late Ormal “Slim” and Opal 
Higginbotham. He was the 
fourth child of nine broth-
ers and sisters.   He married 
Beverly Jean Hendrix July 
8, 1953, at the Five Points 
Christian Church in Mar-
shall, and she preceded him 
in death after 62 years of 
marriage.

He is survived by his chil-
dren, Bill ( Jill) Higginboth-
am of Paris, Terry (Bonnie) 
Higginbotham of Paris, Patty 
(Randy) Higginbotham Sha-
fer of Paris, Mike (Lee Ann) 
Higginbotham of West-
field and Scott (Lori) Hig-
ginbotham of Paris; sister, 
Rosemary (Bob) Linton of 
Marshall; brothers, Charles 
(Phyllis) Higginboth-
am,  Gene ( Judy) Higgin-
botham and Robert (Sheryl) 
Higginbotham of rural Mar-
tinsville and Floyd “Sonny” 
(Glenda) Higginbotham of 
Marshall; 14 grandchildren, 
Hilary Walker, Jacob Hig-
ginbotham, Caleb Higgin-
botham, Emily Agan, April 
Creech, Shane Higginboth-
am, Travis Higginbotham, 
Brittany Rhodes, Jessica 

Adams, Betsy Wochner, 
Cody Adams, Zachery Hig-
ginbotham, Kahrissa Switzer 
and Parker Higginbotham; 
five step-grandchildren, Bri-
an Metzke, Mitchell Shafer, 
Whitney Shafer, Deborah 
Edwards, and Colten Oak-
ley; 19 great-grandchildren, 
Paven Walker, Nova Walk-
er, Leo Higginbotham, Lo-
gan Higginbotham, Hadley 
Higginbotham, Luke Hig-
ginbotham, Kaylie Creech, 
Adam Creech, Aidan Creech, 
Aubrie Creech, Cora Hig-
ginbotham, Clay Rhodes, 
Ty Rhodes, Karson Dunlap, 
Hunter Dunlap, Kaidence 
Adams, Maddox Adams, Ry-
der Adams and Kane Woch-
ner; six step-great-grandchil-
dren, Drake Metzke, Grant 
Metzke, Jayton Boling, 
Peyton Edwards, Tyson Ed-
wards and Amelia Edwards; 
and many dear nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by two sisters, Louise Veach 
and Hazel Austin; a broth-
er, Clifford Higginbotham; 
and  a great-grandson, Boe 
Adams.

Mr. Higginbotham and 
his wife spent their first two 
years of marriage in Puerto 
Rico where he served in the 
Air Force. Joining the U.S. 
Air Force in March 1952 
during the Korean War, he 
ended up on the flight line 
with the crash and rescue fire 
department section. He also 
worked with the B-36 and 
B-47 bombers on Ramey Air 
Force Base, Aguadilla, Puer-
to Rico.

A farmer all of his life, Mr. 
Higginbotham was born 
during wheat harvest time 
and started going to the field 
with his dad when he was 
four years old. Serving in the 
Air Force for four years, he 
could not wait to return to Il-
linois and the farm. Planting 
and harvesting over 60 sea-
sons, he also raised livestock 
and encouraged his children 
and grandchildren with 4-H.

Mr. Higginbotham offi-
cially began farming on his 
own in 1949 with his 1944 
Oliver 70 tractor and then 
collected and restored Ol-

iver tractors when they no 
longer were manufactured.   
He belonged to the Hart 
Parr Oliver Collectors Asso-
ciation and the I & I Tractor 
Club and has been written 
up in several magazines 
and newspapers. An Oliver 
Museum is located on his 
farm which includes more 
than 35 restored tractors, 
many toy and pedal tractors, 
awards and other memora-
bilia. Tractor pulls were a fa-
vorite family summer event 
and hobby for Mr. Higgin-
botham. He especially loved 
pulling with his 1955 Oliver 
Super 99 Detroit GM Diesel 
tractor.

A member of the Illinois 
Crop Improvement As-
sociation since 1959, Mr. 
Higginbotham and his wife 
started their own seed bean 
business on the farm. He 
became president of Higgin-
botham Seed Company/Ed-
gar County Seed in 1983 and 
continued that role in 1991 
when the company became 
Higginbotham Seed/Great 
Heart Seed. Active in the ag 
community, he represented 
Grandview Township on the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau 
Board for 12 years and also 
served on the Edgar Coun-
ty Marketing Board and the 
Paris Honeybee Association 
Antique Implement Show.

Starting with a 1945 In-
dian motorcycle, Mr. Hig-
ginbotham later became a 
Honda Gold Wing Rider.   
He loved taking long road 
trips with friends and family 
in the summer on his Gold 
Wing.  Traveling all over the 
United States and Canada 
with wife, Beverly, they visit-
ed all 48 states in the contig-
uous United States.

A member of the Bell 
Ridge Christian Church for 
52 years, he served the con-
gregation as assistant trea-
surer, deacon, trustee and 
church van driver for many 
of those years.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Bell Ridge 
Christian Church.  

Online condolences, at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

HIGGINBOTHAM

HIGGINBOTHAM

EDMUND SHEEHY
Edmund Joseph Sheehy, 

73, of Paris, passed away 
at 1:57 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 

15, 2019, 
at Horizon 
Health Paris 
Hospital.  He 
was a farmer.  

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 
celebrated at 
10 a.m. Fri-
day, Sept. 20, 
at St. Mary’s 
C a t h o l i c 
Church in 

Marshall, with the Rev. Fr. 
Augustine Koomsman as the 
celebrant. Burial followed in 
St. Mary’s Cemetery at Par-
is. Visitation was from 4 until 
7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 19, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 

Home in Paris. There were 
private, family wake prayers.

Mr. Sheehy was born Dec. 
8, 1945, at Paris, the son of 
the late Edmund Leon and 
Kathryn Marie Hill Shee-
hy.  He married Ruth Ann 
Moody Aug. 17, 1968, at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in 
Paris.  

Survivors include his wife, 
Ruth Ann Sheehy of Paris; 
two sons, Brian (Natalie) 
Sheehy of Paris  and Cory 
(Anne) Sheehy of Marshall; 
a daughter, Erin (Wes) Wells 
of Marshall; and eight grand-
children, McKinley Sheehy, 
Colin Sheehy, Kaylee Shee-
hy, Keegan Sheehy, Benja-
min Sheehy, Thomas Sheehy, 
Charlotte Wells and Everly 
Wells.

Mr. Sheehy was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Catholic 

Church in Marshall and the 
Edgar County Farm Bu-
reau.  He was a 4-H leader, 
a blood donor for Ameri-
can Red Cross, a member 
of American Legion Post 
211, and served on the hon-
or guard for the Legion.  He 
attended St. Mary’s Grade 
School, Paris High School, 
and earned a B.S. Degree in 
Agriculture from Southern 
Illinois University.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Garden of 
Hope at Horizon Health 
Paris Hospital, the Rehabil-
itation Center at Horizon 
Health Paris Hospital or the 
PSR Children’s Program at 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Marshall.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

SHEEHY

HULIN ALFORD
Hulin William Alford, 

83, of Paris, passed away at 
6:50 p.m. Monday, Sept. 
16, 2019, at his residence.   
At his request, no public ser-
vices are planned. Private 
interment is at a later date 
in Edgar Cemetery. Tem-
pleton Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements.   
Memorial donations may 
be made to the ECCF D.O. 
it Cancer Support Group.   
More information and online 
condolences at www.Temple-
tonFuneralHome.com.

MICHAEL MCHENRY
Michael W. McHenry, 

69, of Sanctuary Point, New 
South Wales, 
A u s t r a l i a , 
and former-
ly of Paris, 
passed away 
Sept. 11, 
2019, at his 
home. 

All ser-
vices and 
burial are in 
Australia.

M r . 
M c H e n r y 

was born Aug. 9, 1950, the 
son of Wayne E. and Louise 
M. Elliott McHenry.

He is survived by his wife, 
Margaret; one son, David; 
three stepdaughters; one 
grandson, Dakota; and two 
brothers, Bob and Fred 
McHenry, both of Paris.

He was preceded in death 
by one sister, Luanne.

Online condolences at 
murphyfamlyfunerals.com.
au.  

MCHENRY

DIANE ATKINSON
Diane G. Atkinson, 73, of 

Chrisman, passed away at 
6:30 a.m. Sept. 19, 2019, at 

home.  
Per her 

wishes, cre-
mation is 
planned.  A 
m e m o r i a l 
service is 11 
a.m. today, 
Sept. 21, 

at the Chrisman Christian 
Church, with Pastor Troy 
Warner officiating. Memorial 
visitation is from 10:30 a.m. 
until service time today at the 
church.  Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home is assisting the 
family with the arrangements. 

More information and on-
line condolences at  www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

ATKINSON

BUDD

COOPER

DANIEL DEFORD
Daniel Joseph DeFord, 

64, of Paris, passed away at 
12:41 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 

19, 2019, in 
the emer-
gency room 
of Horizon 
Health Paris 
Community 
Hospital. 

A memo-
rial service 
celebrat ing 
his life is 2 
p.m. Tues-
day, Sept. 
24, at Tem-

pleton Funeral Home, with 
military rites by American 
Legion Post #211. Visitation 
is from 1 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Tuesday at the fu-
neral home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

DEFORD

HAYWARD

JOAN HILLS 
CASEY – Joan Vale Hills, 

87, of Casey, and formerly of 
Martinsville, passed away at 

10 a.m. Mon-
day, Sept. 16, 
2019, at her 
home. 

A grave-
side funeral 
service and 
burial is 10:30 
a.m. Monday, 

Sept. 23, at Casey Cumberland 
Cemetery, with Pastors Randy 
Black and Art Orndorff offici-
ating. Visitation is from 2 to 5 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 22, at Mark-
well Funeral Home.   

Memorial donations may be 
made to Cottonwood Com-
munity Center in care of the 
funeral home.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

HILLS

SCOTT

JOLEEN SPIRES
MARSHALL – Joleen 

Spires, 81, of Marshall, 
passed away at noon Mon-

day, Sept. 16, 
2019.

A service 
honoring her 
life is 2 p.m. 
today, Sept. 
21, at the 
First Chris-
tian Church, 

with Pastors Gary Pruiett 
and Jeff Loper officiating. 
Burial is in the Clarksville 
Cemetery. 

SPIRES

CHRISMAN FCCLA ATTENDS TRAINING

Special to The Prairie Press

These young women from Chrisman High School recently attended a FCCLA leadership training 
event at Tuscola. Left to right are Kendall Tevebaugh, Lindsey Franz, Alexis McDaniels and Kailey 
Phipps.

FCCLA members attend conference
BY LINDSEY FRANZ
Chrisman High School FCCLA

CHRISMAN – Four mem-
bers of the Chrisman FCCLA 
Chapter attended a leadership 
training conference Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, at Tuscola.  

Chrisman student Alexis 
McDaniels serves as a section 
officer, and she addressed the 
conference along with the 
other cfficers from Section 7. 
FCCLA chapters from eight 
schools were represented and 
approximately 60 students at-
tend the event.  

Participants were split into 
five groups and each group 
rotated through five work-

shops with a variety of pre-
senters. 

Students learned different 
ways to take initiative and 
what it takes to become a 
strong leader. 

Other parts of the session 
included teamwork activities 
and games. Another benefit 
of the day-long program was 
giving students  an opportu-
nity to mingle and interact 
with FCCLA members from 
other schools. 

The workshop provided 
students with tips and infor-
mation to take back to their 
home chapters and schools.   

The lessons learned apply 

to their lives today, as they 
strive to become leaders in 
their families and communi-
ties, as well as providing tools 
they can use throughout their 
high school careers and be-
yond.  

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



The governor’s top budget peo-
ple sent a memo last week to agen-
cy directors giving them a heads up 

about what will be 
required in their 
annual budget 
request submis-
sions. They are not 
easy-peasy asks.

This fiscal year’s 
budget was orig-
inally supposed 
to be austere, but 
then a $1.5 billion 
flood of unexpect-
ed revenue poured 

in during April and eliminated the 
need for drastic cuts. Even so, as the 
recent memo from Deputy Gov. 
Dan Hynes and budget director 
Alexis Sturm pointed out, billions 
of dollars in unpaid bills leftover 
from Bruce Rauner’s administra-
tion still need to be addressed. 
Left unsaid was any mention of a 
possible national recession in the 
coming year.

Anyway, the memo includes 
three directives. The first is that 
the agencies give the budget office 
an “actionable scenario” which 
includes a 6.5 percent cut in their 
operations during the upcoming 
fiscal year “across all appropriated 
funds.”

Gov. J.B. Pritzker ordered much 
the same thing earlier this year 
before the April revenue surprise. 
A bipartisan group of legislators 
was also working on cuts in the 
House, but the April cash bump 
made those cuts unpalatable to 
enough Democrats that the effort 
was abandoned.

Not all agencies will be able to 
come up with the full amount of 
cuts. The cash-strapped Depart-
ment of Children and Family 
Services springs immediately to 

mind. Cutting that budget could 
endanger vulnerable kids at a time 
when Pritzker has been trying 
to hire new staff to prevent more 
tragedies.

But even if some or most of the 
cuts are never implemented, the 
exercise at least gets agency direc-
tors thinking about ways to save 
money. Despite that April revenue 
surprise, costs for next fiscal year 
will definitely go up and, barring 
another surprise gift from the rev-
enue gods, will very likely outstrip 
the available cash to pay for them. 
It’s simply better management to 
have cost-cutting plans at the ready 
rather than leave it up to the Gener-
al Assembly to find ways to reduce 
spending during a potential crisis.

Next fiscal year starts on July 1. 
Pritzker is hoping voters will ap-
prove a constitutional amendment 
four months later in November 
that would allow for a graduated 
tax system. If that happens, tax 
hikes on upper-income earners 
would automatically take effect and 
generate over $3 billion a year in 
revenues. He cannot legally build 
that money into his proposed bud-
get, but if voters reject the change, 
you can bet there will be serious 
budgetary stress.

The second directive in the 
memo is to reduce statutorily 
created boards and commissions 
under their purviews to allow the 
governor to reduce them overall 
by 10% in the upcoming budget. 
Some commissions haven’t met in 
years. But this is more about show 
business than actual savings. If a 
commission hasn’t met, it’s unlikely 
that shutting it down would save 
much money.

And the third directive is to 
identify “at least two significant 
efficiency and savings ideas for 

consideration in the fiscal year 
2021 budget.” Those could include 
things like eliminating or con-
solidating duplicative programs, 
reducing funding for underutilized 
or inefficient services and im-
provements in service delivery to 
streamline costs.

Pritzker was criticized last Febru-
ary for not proposing any significant 
cuts during his budget address. So, 
he’s apparently looking for some 
splashy savings that he can highlight 
next year. And lots of folks will want 
to see evidence that the governor is 
at least trying to save money before 
agreeing to give the government 
even more to spend.

And, as noted above, the state 
absolutely needs to finish paying 
down its bill backlog, particularly 
if the economy turns sour and 
revenues dry up. 

As of last Friday, the backlog 
stood at $6.61 billion. This needs 
to be fixed even if the economy 
continues to hum along. The state’s 
social service provider and private 
vendor systems were horribly dam-
aged during the previous adminis-
tration and they are nowhere near 
back to normal.

Forcing providers and vendors 
to wait endless months to be 
paid hurts their operations and 
undermines the state’s ability to 
retain them and recruit new groups 
and companies. Paying down the 
backlog to get the state back to a 
four-week payment cycle would 
also help the state’s much-maligned 
credit rating. But cutting their 
funding going forward won’t help 
providers and vendors, either. This 
process has to be a careful balanc-
ing act to work.  

(Rich Miller is the editor of the 
Capitol Fax blog and newsletter.His 
email is capitolfax@gmail.com.)
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Reagan 
column 
just wrong

Residents need to let the General Assembly know what matters to us
Usually, what comes out of the 

mouth of a Chicago mayor has little 
real effect on the rest of Illinois. 
We’re part of the same state, but are 
thousands of miles apart on almost 
every issue.

Until now.
Mayor Lori Lightfoot offered her 

State of the City address and in it ad-
dressed problems with contributions 
to the city’s pension funds. They’re 
so bad, she said, that state lawmakers 
need to step in.

Hip hip hooray. Finally, an issue 
and a megaphone big enough to 
catch the ears of those in Springfield.

For therein lies the problem and 
the solution.

A recent Chicago Tribune editorial 
put the issue in perspective: “Since 
the May 2015 Illinois Supreme 
Court ruling striking down pension 
changes that were projected to save 
taxpayers $160 billion over 30 years, 
the legislature has done nothing to 
meaningfully address alarming un-
funded liabilities in the state’s system 
and in hundreds of local government 
funds. ... (A) recent Wirepoints 

examination found that 57 percent 
of 630 downstate police and fire pen-
sion funds showed funding ratios of 
less than 60 percent. Many are in far 
worse shape, even for governments 
meeting their statutorily required 
contributions. ...”

How to fund pensions, how to 
catch up with pension payments, 
and whether pensions should accrue 
at their current rates are key to fixing 
the issue. 

But it’s beyond dicey: raise taxes? 
No. 

Raid another fund to make up the 
difference? No. 

Give retirees a less stable fund? 
No. 

Because the taxpayers, the people 
served by the other funds, the retir-
ees - they all vote. And lawmakers 
hear them, loud and clear. So our 
Springfield friends avoid that third 
rail like the political death trap it 

likely is.
But non-action isn’t the right 

course, either. Legislative posts aren’t 
lifetime appointments (or shouldn’t 
be). Sometimes, the hard choices are 
those that best serve a constituency 
or the state as a whole. This is one of 
those times.

Crain’s Chicago Business, weigh-
ing in on Lightfoot’s position, said 
this: “The hard truth is Illinois needs 
a constitutional amendment to fix 
the pension clause. The mayor may 
not be willing to say it in so many 
words, but this is the relief she 
needs, and the governor, despite 
his protestations, needs it, too. He 
must rethink his previously ironclad 
opposition to a pension amendment. 
... (S)hort of the sort of meaningful 
pension solution that only a consti-
tutional amendment can deliver, it’s 
fair to wonder whether Pritzker’s job 
will be worth having come 2022.”

Lawmakers return to Springfield 
Oct. 28. 

It’s time for Downstate to make 
some noise.

—Bloomington Pantagraph

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Downstate make noise

New tax 
program 
good for 
deliquents
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Usually, I can dismiss Michael Reagan’s 
opinion columns as just partisan blather but 
not this time.

The Sept. 7 column in 
which he disparages the 
Democratic candidates for 
discussing climate change is 
wrong on so many levels it 
cannot go unchallenged. It 
amounts to a disinformation 
piece that fails to accurately 
address a critically important 
problem.

He claims the candidate 
ideas are unworkable. Maybe, 
maybe not, but Mikey at 

least they are putting forth ideas as opposed 
to your Republican party leaders who have 
adopted an ostrich-like position with their 
hands behind their backs to accept fossil fuel 
industry contributions while their heads 
are in the sand so they can deny seeing a 
problem.

He also trots out the tired, old claim that 
doing something different will wreck the 
economy and cost jobs. Such an assertion 
conveniently overlooks the truth that intro-
ducing new technology also creates jobs.

True to his style of exaggerating basic infor-
mation in an attempt to discredit it, Reagan 
said the Democrats claim we are all going to 
die in 12 years if their plan is not adopted. No, 
a recent U.N. study found we have to make a 
serious change in the next 12 years or disas-
trous climate change becomes unavoidable.

This is not extremism or hyperbole. 
Atmospheric and climate scientists have 
been warning us since at least the early 1970s 
the hydrocarbons and other toxic chemicals 
released by burning fossil fuels was polluting 
the atmosphere and posed a serious envi-
ronmental hazard. The day of reckoning is 
approaching, and it is time – really past time 
– to take action.

Reagan’s biggest blunder is claiming, “The 
Dems running for president have no trust 
in technology, innovation and human brain 
power to solve our present and future social 
and economic problems…” Again, not so. 
The candidates are emphasizing this massive 
and multi-faceted problem requires political 
leadership that is willing to embrace change 
brought about by new technology – even if it 
means a departure from how things are done 
now. 

The U.S. is sorely lacking in that kind of 
leadership. We are handicapped by a presi-
dent who is not only uniformed but revels 
in his ignorance of the issue. Trump, against 
the advice of the auto industry, has rolled 
back both mileage and emission standards for 
automobiles. He has, against the wishes of the 
oil industry, relaxed standards for methane 
emissions from oil wells. The administration 
has removed California’s authority to set 
more stringent auto emissions standards, 
again something the auto industry opposed.

Trump made a campaign promise to 
revitalize the coal industry. That has not 
happened and likely will not occur as the 
power generating industry is moving away 
from coal in favor of cleaner, less expensive 
and sustainable sources. More coal-powered 
power plants have closed under Trump’s first 
term than did during Obama’s first term. The 
market forces aren’t there to sustain coal.

Despite his claim to make America great 
again, Trump’s blind insistence on fossil 
fuels and wanting to increase oil and coal 
use means the U.S. is falling behind other 
countries that are making great strides in the 

GARY
HENRY
MY  
TURN

Editor, The Prairie Press:
If Trump loses the 2020 election, he’ll 

claim the election was rigged, it was the deep 
state and true to form his base of 30 percent 
will believe anything he says.

The scary part is if he does lose he probably 
won’t leave the White House voluntarily and 
will have to be forcibly removed.

He is a fraud, greedy and infantile in his 
thought process and has demonstrated this 
all throughout his chaotic presidency. He is a 
man desperate for a win and covets the Nobel 
Peace Prize simply because Obama has one.

Supported and encouraged in his now fa-
mous moronic diatribes, he now feels he can 
monopolize all power in our government and 
compel exclusive loyalty only to him.

For those with limited cognitive ability like 
Trump, and unsophisticated enough not to 
know, nor care, of the ramifications he has 
wrought, a word of caution. Be wary of any-
one who calls himself the chosen one. 

Sadly, the Republican Party, as it now 
stands, is devoted to an ideology completely 
divorced from reality, which means it no 
longer knows how to govern or serve the best 
interests of the people.

Anita L. Griffith
Vermilion 

Trump: A fraud, 
greedy infantile

See HENRY, Page 7A

 A program seeking to 
recover millions in unpaid 
state taxes is good news for 

delinquent 
taxpayers 
looking to 
make good 
with the 
state. The 
Illinois 
Depart-
ment of 
Revenue 
recently 
an-
nounced 

a tax amnesty program for 
delinquent taxpayers.

Beginning Oct. 1, 
individuals with unpaid 
tax liabilities from July 1, 
2011, to June 30, 2018, 
may be eligible for the 
one-time amnesty. Tax-
payers have until Nov. 15, 
to make full payments on 
their outstanding tax debt 
without penalties. 

Taxpayers who did not 
file their state taxes during 
the original filing period 
will be required to file an 
original return in addition 
to paying the full tax due. 
Residents also have the 
opportunity to report 
changes to previously filed 
returns by submitting an 
amended return and pay-
ing the tax debt in full.

The amnesty program 
was proposed earlier this 
year to recover the esti-
mated $175 million in out-
standing taxes owed to the 
state. For more informa-
tion on the program, visit 
the Illinois Department of 
Revenue’s Tax Amnesty 
website located at www.
tax.illinois.gov.

  Meetings of the 
Property Tax Relief Task 
Force, a panel tasked with 
pinpointing causal factors 
of Illinois’ high property 
tax burden and identifying 
policy changes to provide 
relief to Illinois homeown-
ers, continued during the 
week.

 To streamline the 
process of examining this 
complex issue, the task 
force recently created 
seven subcommittees to 
focus on the significant 
drivers of high property 

SEN. DALE
RIGHTER
FROM THE  
STATEHOUSE

See RIGHTER, Page 7A
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technology of alternative 
fuels while addressing the 
reality of global warming and 
climate change.

Here is a shocker for 
many Americans, other 
nations are taking steps to 
eliminate the use of internal 
combustion engines. The 
deadlines vary but the 
following countries have 
set bans to prohibit gaso-
line and diesel engines by 
mid-century: Norway, Ger-
many, France, the United 
Kingdom, Spain, India and 
China. These are all major 
automobile markets.

As a result, Volvo, Mer-
cedes, Volkswagen, BMW 
and the Asian automakers 
are working on vehicles that 
don’t use fossil fuel. Re-
chargeable electric cars are an 
important part of the scheme, 
but hydrogen powered fuel 
cells are the emerging stars. 

Hydrogen fuel cells are a 
proven technology. These de-
vices generated the electricity 
for the space shuttles, and 
they can be sized up or down 
depending on the amount of 
power needed.

Cars with a fuel cell are elec-
tric vehicles that do not require 
batteries as a power source. A 
chemical reaction within the 
fuel cell produces the electricity 
needed for the electric motors, 
and the by-product is water – 
not toxins.

Hydrogen is the most 
abundant resource in the 
universe. It can be extracted 
from water by electrolysis 
that breaks the bond between 
hydrogen and oxygen 
molecules. The hydrogen is 
captured and stored in tanks, 
while the oxygen is safely 
released into the air.

An experimental filling sta-
tion at Rotherham, Yorkshire, 
England, uses a wind turbine 
to generate the electricity to 
pull the hydrogen out of wa-
ter to use in fuel cell vehicles. 
It is a zero-emission process 
for both creating fuel and 
operating a vehicle.     

Fuel cell vehicles refill at a 
pump in a few minutes, just 
like dispensing gasoline, so 
there is no waiting for a bat-
tery to charge and the driving 

range is equivalent to a gas 
powered vehicle that gets 70 
miles to the gallon, all with-
out releasing any pollutants.

This is not some far off 
future dream. Toyota is 
introducing a fuel-cell vehicle 
in the 2020 lineup. Honda, 
Mercedes and Hyundai 
also have consumer models 
ready. Toyota and one other 
company are experimenting 
with fuel cell semi trucks and 
a Japanese shipping company 
is designing a zero-emissions 
cargo ship powered by fuel 
cells.

Some hydrogen fuel cell 
vehicles have operated in 
Southern California since 
2015 but are limited by the 
lack of places to purchase 
hydrogen. 

This is where meaningful 
political leadership comes 
into play. 

Fuel cells offer the best 
way to move Americans away 
from gasoline consumption 
and that can be done by the 
government adopting an 
aggressive policy to promote 
their use by offering tax cred-
its to purchase a fuel cell car, 

perhaps adopting France’s 
policy of heavily taxing gas 
engines to discourage their 
use and make early fuel 
cells more competitive in 
the market, finding ways to 
encourage filling stations to 
install hydrogen tanks, make 
it attractive for industry and 
business to move into areas 
adversely impacted by the 
end of fossil fuel and equally 
important sponsor retraining 
programs to assist anybody 
who loses a job.

We know the dangers 
posed by fossil fuel, and we 
have a viable alternative that 
will continue to become 
more affordable as the 
technology improves. We can 
longer accept political leaders 
who refuse to act, who insist 
there is no problem and 
who ignorantly believe the 
expanded use of fossil fuels is 
somehow the answer. That’s 
like the fire department 
showing up to fight a house 
fire with a tanker full of 
gasoline.

(Gary Henry is the editor of 
The Prairie Press. Email him at 
ghenry@prairiepress.net.)

RIGHTER
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Illinois. Subcommittees will 
meet on topics including as-
sessments and exemptions, 
government consolida-
tion, social and economic 
disparities, the Property 
Tax Extension Limit Law, 
local pensions, school 
funding and Tax Increment 
Financing.

 Members of each 
subcommittee are currently 
meeting to discuss their 
designated subject areas in 
more detail and will report 
back to the central task force.

 The task force, which has 
been meeting since August, 
is required to submit a 
final report of its recom-
mendations to the General 
Assembly by Dec. 31.

 Recognizing the inher-
ent risks associated with 
one of Illinois’ most signif-
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icant industries, Sept. 15-21 
has been designated National 
Farm Safety and Health Week.

 With a work-related death 
rate of 23 deaths per 100,000 
workers, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the 
annually observed week raises 
awareness about the dangers 
of what can be a high-risk 
industry and encourages acci-
dent prevention for farmers. 

 This year’s theme is “Shift-
ing Farm Safety into High 
Gear” with different topics 
covered each day including 
tractor safety, rural roadway 
safety, farmer health, opioid 
use and suicide prevention, 
safety and health for youth, 
safety in confined spaces and 
health for women. 

National Child Passenger 
Safety Week is also underway 
with an aim to increase aware-
ness for child passenger safety. 
The week focuses on ensuring 
children are properly secured 

in the appropriate car seat for 
their age, height and weight. 
As part of the nationally rec-
ognized week, Saturday, Sept. 
21, has been designated Seat 
Check Saturday.

 According to the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation’s 
National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration, 46 percent 
of car seats are misused.

 To prevent accidents and 
educate the public, parents and 
caregivers can bring their car 
seats to one of the designated 
event locations to have their 
seats inspected by certified 
technicians for free. For more 
information on Illinois’ Child 
Passenger Safety program or 
to find an event location, vis-
it www.buckleupillinois.org.

 (Senator Dale Righter 
(R-Mattoon) represents the 55th 
District in the Illinois Senate. 
Part of his district includes Kan-
sas and Grandview townships in 
Edgar County.)
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SHILOH
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well as an after-school pro-
gram. 

Board member Renee 
Henry emphasized her hope 
the after-school program be 
more than a place for the stu-
dents to do homework. 

“It needs to be fun,” Henry 
said, with enrichment activ-
ities including activities like 
gardening and other oppor-
tunities not offered in school.

Hall said in a meeting 
with the staff, among the 
ideas were more junior high 
electives, a broader voca-
tional education program, 
flipping classrooms, bring-
ing in speakers and more 
field trips.

As for teacher recruitment 
and retention, Hall said it’s all 
about the money.

University graduates in 
teaching may accept a posi-
tion at Shiloh but most will 
not live in the district, instead 
choosing to drive. Once a po-
sition opens closer to where 
they are living, most will 
make that jump. 

In other business, the 
board:
nInstructed Hall to look 

into redoing the fence posts 
on the softball diamond.
nNoted both Shiloh dia-

CLEANUP
FROM PAGE 1A

Another positive is the vol-
unteers, and some who were 
unable to help, have pledged 
to help when another cleanup 
is held. According to Stapp, 
enough supplies in the way of 
trash bags and gloves remain 
to do two more cleanups.

“The next time we do one 
of these, we are set,” he said.

While Stapp organized the 
effort, he is quick to credit 
others for providing critical 
assistance. 

The City of Paris cov-
ered the cost of a dumpster. 
Horizon Health provided 
gloves and hand sanitizer. 
A donation from Prospect 
Bank made it possible to buy 
trash bags from the Paris 
High School Band Boosters, 
and Lake Ridge Church and 
Dominoes Pizza helped with 
food and water for the volun-
teers. 

Volunteers were provided 
with a feedback card to offer 
suggestions on how to im-
prove the event and the most 
common statement was to do 
it more frequently.

The success has prompted 
Stapp to look for other ways 
to get involved with commu-
nity improvement. 

He has started pulling to-
gether others to form a board 
to work on community proj-
ects.

One idea the group has 
discussed is having a concert 
featuring local musicians and 
comedians. 

“The admission to the con-
cert would be non-perishable 
food for the food pantry or 
a winter coat or other items 
that help people,” he said.

Another idea is working 
with the police department 
to have a secure medical 
bio-hazard box where drug 
users can safely discard used 
needles without being arrest-
ed by the police. 

It will likely be 2020 before 
another community cleanup, 

the concert and other ideas 
are carried out. 

Stapp’s goal is to create a 
way for everybody to get in-
volved and work toward com-
munity improvement. He 

stressed everyone, regardless 
of their past, can make a posi-
tive difference if they care and 
are committed.

“This time last year I was 
working fulltime and sell-

ing weed on the side,” said 
Stapp. “Now I’m putting to-
gether enrichment programs 
and trying to put together 
people to help the commu-
nity.”

HONEYBEE
FROM PAGE 1A

on East Court Street.  
11 a.m. annual Honeybee 

Parade steps off, including 
units celebrating the Paris 
High School homecoming.

After the parade, Jake 
Hoult starts the day’s live 
musical entertainment with 
a performance that includes 
country, rock and roll and 
pop music. 

1:30 p.m. Trouble and 
Company provides a nostal-
gic music trip featuring doo-
wop and old rock and roll and 
country tunes.  

2:45 p.m. the local Coon 
Holler Kids play acoustic 
bluegrass music with guitar 
and fiddles. 

4:15 p.m. Our Youth is a 
local indie music group fea-
turing Paris musicians Bryce 
Gladding, vocals and rhythm 
guitar; Alayna Whitkanack, 
bass, vocals and fiddle; Jordan 
Anderson, drums; and Noah 
Riggs, lead guitar and vocals.

 6 p.m. Dirt Dwellers offers 
country and rock music.

7:30 p.m. Zorila is a Chi-
cago-based alternative rock 
band with Paris natives Stew-
art Arp and Henry Arp as 
members. The group recently 
signed with Electric Train re-
cords.

All of the musical perfor-
mances on the square are free 

EARTHMOVERS EXPANDING IN PARIS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Decatur Earthmover Credit Union is expanding its operation with a new branch building in Paris. The building is one of several building 
projects on East Jasper Street. The credit union was previously located on West Jasper Street.

monds need work to make 
them more playable after a 
rain. Hall said he received 
an estimate for an infield 
mix called Diamond Pro 
for both diamonds. The 
estimate came from a land-
scaper who would do all 
the work — for $30,000. 
The building committee 
will meet to discuss the 
options.
nThe school is still 

searching for an assistant 
junior high boys basketball 
coach.
nWere reminded new 

board members are re-
quired to complete train-
ing sessions by the state.
nHeard there have been 

inquiries about academic 
letters for letter jackets.
nHeard the district has 

not received any applicants 
for social worker.
nApproved the FY20 

emergency crisis and re-
sponse plan.
nApproved the amend-

ed 2019-2020 school cal-
endar.
nApproved an over-

night trip for the school’s 
FCCLA members for 
the Ignite Conference in 
Springfield Oct. 6-7.
nApproved volunteers 

Anita Bell, Shirley Sy and 
Elizabeth Nieto.

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Cleanup organizer Phillip Stapp addresses assembled volunteers next to the former Paris High 
School on Saturday morning, September 7. Groups and individuals were stocked with trash bags, 
latex gloves, hand sanitizer, maps and water bottles before divided into teams to pick up trash 
throughout Paris. After covering ground rules, Stapp thanked Prospect Bank and Horizon Health for 
donating supplies. Volunteers reconvened at lunchtime for pizza, courtesy of Domino’s. 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The Sellers family, from left, Kent, Matthew and Erin s pick up litter along South Main Street in 
Paris during a city-wide cleanup effort on Saturday, September 7. The event was organized by Phil-
lip Stapp after he began noticing the volume of trash along the streets of Paris. The Sellers were 
among the dozens of volunteers who, armed with sanitary supplies from provided by Prospect Bank 
and Horizon Health, answered the call and picked up trash throughout Paris. 

to attend
More information on 

the bands performing for 
the downtown Honeybee 
is available at facebook.
com/honeybeefestival. 

Money raised from Ki-
wanis sponsored festival 
events is used to support 
children, with an emphasis 
on local projects.

Activities at the Edgar 
County Fairgrounds are 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. The Sunday hours 
are 11 a.m.-4 p.m.

Features at the fair-
grounds include antiques, 
collectibles, craft market, 
flea market, food booths, 
children’s events like a pet-
ting zoo and barrel rides, 
inflatables and bouncy 
houses.

A prominent feature of 
the Honeybee at the fair-
grounds is the rendezvous 
encampment with histori-
cal re-enactors doing a va-
riety of frontier skills such 
as blacksmithing, weaving, 
fur trading and campfire 
cooking. 

Antique tractors are on 
display. An indoor archery 
ranges lets visitors try that 
sport, and a cakewalk 1 p.m. 
Sunday benefits the Alzhei-
mer’s Support Association.

The parking fee goes to 
the Crestwood cheerlead-
ers.

Local church planning emergency preparedness fair
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Paris branch of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints is hosting an 
emergency preparedness fair 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Oct. 19.

The event features vendors 
and experts in the fields of 
disaster and emergency pre-
paredness. Organizers say 
the free event is for the whole 
family and might save one’s 
life, the life of loved ones or a 

pet’s life in the event of a di-
saster.

Topics covered include 
earthquake, tornado, fire, 
flood and accompanying fi-
nancial issues. 

Refreshments are provided 
during the event. 

Participants in the emer-
gency fair include:

nThe Paris Fire Depart-
ment has the safety house 
that simulates a smoke-filled 
home for children to navigate.

nHorizon Health EMS 
Ambulance will be on-site, 
and the hospital staff will 
provide valuable training ses-
sions.  
nThe Air Evac Lifeteam 

helicopter is scheduled to 
make an appearance, if weath-
er and emergencies permit.
nA delegation from the 

National Guard is participat-
ing.  
nThe American Red Cross 

will offer a variety of valuable 

information and conduct a 
Pillowcase Project training 
course for children between 
third and fifth grades. The 
Pillowcase Training requires 
advance registration via email 
at help2prepare@gmail.com, 
with an Oct. 12 registration 
deadline.
nThe Embarras River Basin 

Agency (ERBA), using a State 
Farm Insurance emergency 
preparedness training grant, is 
also presenting at the fair.

Newspapers reach 74% of Internet users in  
an average week across multiple platforms and devices.

More than 161 million adults read newspapers  
in print, online and on mobile devices in the past week.

Multiple platforms are used by 54% of consumers 
who access newspaper content in an average week.

Newspaper media consumers act on newspaper 
digital ads – 66% took action on an ad in the past month.

Newspaper circulars are used by 73%  
of newspaper media users in an average month.

Source: Frank N. Magid Associates Inc., 2012 Newspaper Multiplatform Usage Study; Scarborough Research
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Halbrook hosting Paris rally
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Rep. Brad Halbrook 
(R-Shelbyville) is sponsoring 
a Pizza, Politics and Petitions 
event 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 23, at the Tingley Event 
Center.

The idea behind the event 
is to give residents an oppor-
tunity to meet both local and 

area-wide candidates for the 
2020 election, sign nominat-
ing petitions and learn about 
ways to help with the cam-
paign.

There is no cost to attend 
but advance registration is 
required by visiting www.
bradhalbrook.com/calendar. 
More information is available 
by calling 217-454-3535.

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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Paris VB 
suffers 
first loss

BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

The Paris volleyball team 
suffered its first setback of 
the 2019 season, falling in 
the Shelbyville Invite to 
Charleston 2-0. The loss 
came in the championship 
game of the Invite. 

“Through the tourna-
ment the girls found some 
fire and played some real-
ly good volleyball,” Head 
coach Christy Pinkston 
said. “Charleston was a 
good team though and we 
just ran out of steam (after 
four previous games that 
day).” 

Before the loss, Paris got 
out to a quick start against 
opening round opponent 
New Berlin. The Pretzels 
challenged the Tigers, 
taking the first set 25-20 
before Paris upended the 
game 25-22, 15-12 to win. 

The Tigers used the mo-
mentum from the opening 
win to power through its 
next few games, beating 
host Shelbyville in straight 
sets 25-18, 25-20. Lizzie 
Rouse and Pinkston led the 
team offensively, each tally-
ing eight kills. Sara Burger 
also notched five service 
aces against the Rams. 

Paris’ third match of the 
day came against a famil-
iar foe in Casey-Westfield, 
who the team had beaten 
just two days earlier. The 
Tigers hit on the Warriors 
weaknesses, claiming a 25-
11, 25-12 victory. Pinkston 
had a team-high nine kills. 
Sarah Wells led the team 
with nine digs and two ser-
vice aces. 

After defeating Ca-
sey-Westfield, Paris moved 
on to Pana, securing its 
fourth win of the tour-
nament in a close 25-23, 
25-18 win. Pinkston had 
10 kills for the Tigers 
while Rouse followed her 
up with five kills. Payton 
Block led the team with 20 
assists through the match. 

The toughest test for 
Paris through the tourna-
ment came in the team’s 
contest with Charleston. 
The Trojans jumped out 
in front of the Tigers in the 
opening set and didn’t look 
back, beating Paris 25-16, 
25-14. 

The Tigers played an un-
glamorous offensive game, 
with Pinkston leading the 
team with five kills. Wells 
followed Pinkston with 
four kills of her own.  De-
spite a lack of volume in 
attacks, Paris played rela-
tively clean, committing 
just four attacking errors. 
Several defensive high-
lights shone for Paris, with 
Pinkston digging up eight 
balls and Rouse notching 
two blocks. Block had a 
team-high 10 assists. The 
loss ended the Tigers un-
defeated streak to start the 
season and concluded its 
time at the Shelbyville In-
vite. 

Pinkston led the team in 
the Shelbyville Invite with 
45 kills while tallying three 
aces. Rouse had 27 kills 
and two aces. Wells had 18 
kills and a team-high seven 
aces. 

Paris reset, traveling to 
See PARIS, Page 10A

Here to 
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retire.
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Paris, IL  61944
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Titans make it 2 in a row
Tri-County dominates Decatur Lutheran 41-8, evening their record at 2-2 for the season
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

DECATUR — Riding 
high off from the first win of 
the 2019 football season last 
week, the Tri-County Titans 
met the Decatur LSA/Mt. 
Pulaski Lions in high school 
football action Friday night. 

The Titans used another 
powerful night running the 
football to overpower the 
young Lions line en route to a 
41-8 win to even their overall 
record and stay undefeated in 
league play.

After a quick three and out 
by the Lions on the opening 
possession, the Titans went 
to work with a short field in 
LSA territory capping a 37-
yard drive with a three-yard 
touchdown run by Lane 
Bisby with 6:31 left.  Filippo 
Bosio added the extra point 

giving TCT a 7-0 lead.
The Lions gained 58 yards 

on the kick return getting to 
the Titans 37-yard line, but 
the Titans defense stood firm, 
stopped the drive and got the 
ball back at their own 29. At 
that point Daniel Drake went 
to work with a 40-yard run to 
begin the ensuing drive and 
then capped it off with a 27-
yard touchdown run with 14 
seconds left in the opening 
stanza.  Bosio hit the extra 
point and the score was 14-0 
and that score held going into 
the second quarter.

Another Titan touchdown 
effort was stymied by the 
Lions at the Lions one-yard 
line. The Titans defense took 
advantage of a miscommu-
nication by the Lions in the 
end zone and Tri-County 
swarmed all over the runner 

recording a two-point safety 
at the 4:23 mark to make the 
score 16-0.

After the Lions free kick, 
the Titans went back to work 
using the ground game to hit 
pay dirt as Drake ran the ball 
in from eight yards out with 
1:36 left in the half.  Bosio 
hit the extra points and the 
Titans headed into the lock-
er room with a comfortable 
23-0 lead.

The Titans took the kick-
off to start the third quar-
ter and powered a 60-yard 
drive capped off by Drake 
punching the ball in from five 
yards out for his third touch-
down of the game with 8:16 
left. The conversion try failed 
making the score 29-0. The 
Titans special teams made 
a play by recovering a short 
kick that bounce beyond the 

ten yards and immediately 
got the ball back at the Lions 
45-yard line.

Tri-County methodical-
ly went down the field with 
Drake leading the charge to 
score from 18 yards out at 
the 6:23 mark for his fourth 
rushing touchdown.   The 
extra point failed and the Ti-
tans moved on to take a com-
manding 35-0 lead heading 
into the final 12 minutes.

In the fourth quarter, 
Drake capped a monster 
night capping with his fifth 
rushing touchdown plung-
ing in from one yard out with 
6:42 left.  

The conversion failed mak-
ing the score 41-0 at that 
point.

The Lions scored a 65-yard 
touchdown on the next pos-
session by rushing down the 

sidelines against the Titan 
backup defense players. 

A Lions two-point conver-
sion settled the score at 41-8 
for the Tri-County win.  

The Titans rushed for a 
total of 312 yards with Dan-
iel Drake having 17 carries 
for 165 yards and five touch-
downs.  Lane Bisby had 19 
touches for 124 yards and a 
score.  Mitch Pollock went 
3 of 6 passing for 52 yards 
and Brandon Royer had two 
catches for 37 yards and re-
corded a sack on defense.

Jalen Jones led the Lions 
with six carries for 46 yards 
and a touchdown in the loss.

The Titans (2-2 overall, 2-0 
Lincoln Prairie) travel back 
to Macon County Sept. 27 
to face the Argenta-Oreana 
Bombers. Kickoff is set for 7 
p.m. 

PARIS QUARTERBACK FINDS DAYLIGHT

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris quarterback Danny Perry (12), stiff arms a Red Hill defender as he picks up yardage in Friday’s Paris High School Home-
coming game. The Tigers bounced back from last week’s loss to down Red Hill 51-30.

Tigers slow down Salukis
BY JEFF CHAMBERS

prairiepresssports@gmail.com
Homecoming is a special night for 

players, coaches, cheerleaders, band 
members, and fans; and it’s even more 
exciting when the celebration starts 
with a win on the football field.

The Paris Tigers bounced back – just 
six days following the first regular sea-
son loss in over a season and a half – to 
trounce the Red Hill Salukis last night 
by the score of 51-30. With the victory, 
the Tigers improve to 3-1 on the sea-
son and in the Little Illini Conference. 
The Salukis fall to 0-4 on the year.

With a new quarterback under cen-
ter for the Tigers, the offense clicked 
on all cylinders Friday night. Junior 
quarterback Danny Perry made the 
most of his first career start, on argu-
ably the biggest stage thus far in the 
season.

Red Hill won the coin toss to start 
the game, but deferred possession until 
the second half, meaning the Tigers re-
ceived the ball to start the game. After 
the poor showing offensively last week 
at Lawrenceville, the Paris offense was 
eager to take the field. The Tigers ran 
the ball on every play of their opening 
possession.

Perry and tailback Coy Landrum 
took turns carving up the Red Hill de-
fense, with Sam Mays adding a touch 
as well. On the eighth play of the drive, 
Landrum barreled in from two yards 
out to give the Tigers a 6-0 lead, just 

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Nathan Zorn (5) pulls down a Danny Perry pass in Homecomig game action Friday 
at Tiger Stadium. Paris downed the Salukis 51-30 to move to 3-1 on the season 
before next week’s road trip to Macomb.See TIGERS, Page 10A

Lady Tigers take 
second in tough 
Shelbyville tourney

Titans 
VB picks 
up LPC
victory
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

BETHANY — Two of 
the top teams in the Lin-
coln Prairie Conference 
faced off on the volleyball 
court in Bethany on Thurs-
day as the Tri-County took 
on the Okaw Valley.  The 
Titans were fresh off win-
ning the 100th match of 
Head Coach Crystal Buck-
ler’s career in Kansas on 
Monday night. 

The Titans and T-Wolves 
played in a tough matchup, 
but Tri-County managed 
to escape with a three-set 
shootout win by scores 
of 30-28, 24-26 and 25-
23. Kaylenn Hunt finished 
with 16 kills, 10 blocks and 
13 digs while adding four 
aces.  The duo of Cailynne 
Phillips and Izzy Carroll 
had seven kills each with 
Carroll chipping in two 
aces and nine digs.  Chelli 
Hall had seven digs and 
Natalee Gough had nine 
digs. Melia Eskew had 32 
assists in the win.  It was a 
performance that Buckler 
had been waiting for since 
the start of the season.

“We played well togeth-
er tonight,” Buckler said.   
“We did the things we have 
been working on in prac-
tice. Defense and commu-
nication was the key.”

The former Kansas Bull-
dog had success as a player 
making three straight Final 
Fours in the mid 1990s and 
has translated that success 
to being a coach. Buckler 
has guided the Titans to 
four straight LOVC South-
east Titles, two LOVC 
Tournament titles and a 
regional title on home soil 
in 2017. 

The Titans came into 
the match on a three-game 
winning streak and proved 
to be a hard-fought contest. 

The Titans were flat ini-
tially as the visiting Lions 
kept control, jumping out 
to a 22-18 lead. Tri-Coun-
ty roared back with five 
straight points before the 
Lions fought back to tie 
the set at 24-24.  Several 

See TITANS, Page 10A
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NEW CLUB! NEW YEAR!
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3:02 into the game. The extra 
point attempt sailed wide left.

The Tiger defense, which 
had been stout up until the 
fourth quarter last week, was 
then put on display. Starting 
at their own 31-yard line, the 
Salukis took a page out of the 
Tigers’ playbook, and ran the 
ball on their first seven plays. 
Facing a third-and-9 at the 
Tiger 38, sophomore quarter-
back Andrew Maxfield found 
a wide-open Drake Allen for 
the touchdown. The two-
point conversion failed, and 
the score was knotted at six all 
with 4:17. 

The next possession for 
the Tigers did not take near-
ly as long as the first. Ma-
son Hutchings returned the 
kickoff 18-yards to set things 
up at their own 38-yard line. 
Perry stood tall in the pocket 
as Hutchings sprinted past 
the defenders, and dropped a 
perfect pass into the arms of 
his junior classmate for a 62-
yard score. Perry also found 
Nathan Zorn in the left flat for 
the two-point conversion to 
give the Tigers a 14-6 lead.

Red Hill took to the air on 
their next drive as they com-
pleted consecutive passes of 
19 and 24 yards to move deep 
into Tiger territory. Faced 
with a fourth-and-1 at the Ti-
ger nine-yard line, the Salukis 
were flagged for a false start, 
which backed them up five 
yards. The extra yards did not 
make a difference, as Maxfield 
found Gannon Gaiter wide 
open over the middle for the 
score. The Salukis convert-
ed the two-point play to tie 
things up at six all.

Paris took just a little more 
time on the next possession, 
but not too much more time, 
as Perry had his pick of open 
receivers from the Saluki 36-
yard line. He chose Garrett 
King and the junior wide out 
scored to give the lead back to 
the Tigers. The point after was 
no good and Paris led it 20-14 
with 10:23 left in the first half.

With neither team will-
ing to play defense, Red Hill 
marched down the field on 
eight consecutive running 
plays and capped it with a 
one-yard pass from Maxfield 
to Allen for their second scor-
ing connection of the night. 
Red Hill converted the two-
point play to grab a 22-20 
lead with nearly five minutes 
remaining in the first half.

Red Hill was unable to 
hang on to the lead for any 
length of time, becasue Par-
is embarked on a seven-play 
scoring drive, culminating in 
the second touchdown pass 
from Perry on the evening. 
This time he found Sam Mays 
over the middle from 16 yards 

away for the lead-changing 
touchdown. Hutchings con-
verted the two-point conver-
sion to make it 28-20 with 
1:11 remaining.

Neither team punted the 
ball in the first half, but both 
teams scored every time they 
had possession. Red Hill got 
back to what they were doing 
on their first scoring drive of 
the game, and that was run-
ning the football.  Six straight 
handoffs led to a game-tying 
score by Allen, just four min-
utes into the third period.

Looking to keep their scor-
ing streak in tact, the Tigers 
began their next drive with 
excellent field position as Eli 
Board covered up an onside 
kick at the Paris 40-yard line.  
Landrum busted off a run of 
17-yards down to the Red 
Hill 30, then promptly out-
ran the Saluki defenders to 
find pay dirt and give the Ti-
gers a 34-30 edge. The Perry 
to Zorn connection worked 
once again on the two-point 
conversion and the Tigers 
grabbed the 36-30 lead at the 
6:26 mark of the third quarter. 

Paris kept the lead for the 
rest of the game and prevent-
ed the Salukis from scoring.  

Backed up deep in their 
own territory, Red Hill tried 
but the Tiger defense proved 
to be too much. Facing a third-
and-33 from their own 23-
yard line, Maxfield launched a 
pass in the direction of Allen 
but, Zorn got a finger on the 
pass and it deflected into the 
arms of Chase Hays. 

Hays then streaked down 
the home sideline to the 
Red Hill 15-yard line. Zorn 
reached the end zone for the 
third time in the game, only 
this time it counted for six 
points as he scampered home 
from 15-yards out for the 
score. Paris ran the same play 
on their first successful two-
point conversion as Perry 
found Zorn open to make it a 
two-possession game, 42-30.

Red Hill was forced to go 

for it on fourth-and-7 at their 
own 38-yard line, and sopho-
more defensive end Connor 
Breneman sacked Maxfield 
for a seven-yard loss. The Ti-
gers took over at the 31. 

Runs by Mays, Perry and 
Hutchings moved the ball to 
the 17. Perry found Mays on 
the same play they scored on 
earlier, but Mays was brought 
down just shy of the goal line. 
Perry scored on the next play, 
and Ethan Graham kicked the 
extra point to make it 51-30.

Paris did not punt the ball 
one time in the enter game, 
and scored every time they 
had possession of the foot-
ball. In all, the Tigers racked 
up 397 yards of total offense 
on just 36 plays in the game. 

After allowing the Salukis 
to score on their first four pos-
sessions, the Tiger defense al-
lowed just 24 yards of offense 
over the last 18 minutes of the 
game. The Salukis gained just 
242 yards on 59 plays in the 
game.

Perry completed eight-
of-10 passes for 161 yards and 
three scores in the contest. He 
also racked up 76 yards on the 
ground and added another 
touchdown as well. Landrum 
carried the ball eight times for 
88 yards and a pair of scores. 
Zorn, who was the workhorse 
the previous week, touched 

the ball just two times, but 
gained 33 yards and scored 
once. He was also responsi-
ble for six additional points 
on two-point conversions. 
Hutchings caught three pass-
es for 82 yards and a score, 
and he also had three carries 
for 20. 

Mays carried the ball twice 
for 10 yards, and caught three 
balls for 45 yards and a touch-
down. Colby Kindred gained 
nine yards on his only rushing 
attempt, and he caught one 
pass for -2 yards. 

Even though they gave 
up 30 points in the game, 
coach Jeremy Clodfelder was 
pleased with the improve-
ment his defense made. 

“I’m not so concerned with 
the way our guys played on 
the defensive side of the ball. 
I’m more concerned that we 
blew coverage a couple of 
different times in our sec-
ondary,” said Clodfelder. “We 
made plays when we needed 
to make plays.” 

The coach was happy with 
his teams’ pass rush, as the 
Tigers tallied five sacks in 
the game, with Breneman ac-
counting for three of those.

Paris hits the road for the 
longest trip of the season, go-
ing west to face the Macomb 
Bombers Friday, Sept. 27, at 
7 p.m. 

Lawrenceville Thursday 
night where they left with 
a decisive 25-8, 25-17 win. 
Pinkston led the team in at-
tacks with nine kills and a 
.533 hitting percentage. Pink-
ston paired that with seven 
service aces and nine digs. 
Block poured in 16 assists and 
five digs in the contest. Rouse 

had two kills, two blocks and 
one ace. Sarah Wells four kills, 
four digs and one ace. 

“It is homecoming week 
and it can be easy for people 
to lose focus,” Pinkston said. 
“The girls went in and did 
what they needed to do to 
win.” 

Paris is now 11-1 on the 
season and kicks off its 
home stand Monday against 
Tri-County at 6:15 p.m.

PARIS
FROM PAGE 9A

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

creative hits from Izzy Car-
roll, Cailynne Phillips and 
Kaylenn Hunt helped the 
Titans win the opening set 
28-26.

Tri-County used that mo-
mentum to wear down a tired 
Marshall team with several 
aces and an all-out attack at 
the net to easily win the sec-
ond frame 25-13 and give 
Coach Buckler her 100th ca-
reer win. After the hard work 
put into this milestone, it is 

something that Buckler will 
cherish for a long time.

“I couldn’t have asked for a 
better group of girls these past 
4 years,” she said.   “They are 
the ones who got us here. I’m 
very proud of this moment.”

Izzy Carroll had the best 
match of her career to date, 
tallying 14 kills and three 
aces. Cailynne Phillips add-
ed six kills and three aces. 
Kaylenn Hunt added five kills 
and three aces. Chelli Hall 
had two digs.  Melia Eskew 
chipped in 24 assists in the 
win.

Christian Colvin/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger linebacker Conner Crunk (52) and defensive back Coy Landrum (7) bring down a Red 
Hill ball carrier during Friday’s 51-30 win over the Salukis.

Daniel Briseno/The Prairie Press

Tiger quarterback Danny Perry (12) looks downfield for a receiv-
er during Friday’s PHS Homecoming game against Red Hill.
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Mayo girls take win
Special to the Prairie Press
The Mayo girl’s basketball 

teams traveled to Tri-Coun-
ty on Monday, with both 
groups winning decisively. 
The seventh grade team beat 
the Titans 39-2, with Bailey 
Plew leading the team with 
18 points and six steals. Pei-
ghton Smith had four points 
and five steals. Paven Walker 
scored six points and had sev-
en steals. Linda Selemoska 
socred six points while grab-
bing 10 rebounds. Kaylee 
Towell scored four points. 
Tatum Noel scored one point 
and had six rebounds. Emma 

Sanders had six steals. 
The eighth grade team 

beat the Titans 37-16. Pei-
ghton Smith led the team 
with 10 points and five 
rebounds. Aubrey Wilson 
scored six points and had 
five steals. Stephanie John-
son scored a team-high 12 
points and had six steals. 
Sammy Milam had six 
points and five rebounds. 
Jaiden Simpson scored 
two points to go along 
with seven steals and six 
rebounds. Linda Selemosk 
had one point. Tori Moor 
had seven rebounds. 

Titan JFL splits games
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

The Little Illini Junior Foot-
ball League reached week five 
as Tri-County faced Cumber-
land in East Division play. 

Both Titan teams looked 
to start the second half of 
the season on the right foot 
with only three weeks left in 
the regular season after these 
games.

In the Lightweight game, 
the Titans managed just 29 
yards of offense as the Pirates 
rolled to a 35-0 win. Wes Cox 
led the way with five carries 
for 16 yards. Clay Kibler had 
six solo tackles along with 
nine assist tackles on the de-
fensive side. Preston Bancroft 
added three solo tackles and 
four assisted tackles in the 
loss. The Lightweight team is 

now 1-4 overall and 1-3 in 
the East.

The Heavyweight game 
saw the Titans explode 
on the offensive side as 
John Kibler racked up 
439 all-purpose yards (16 
carries for 346 yards and 
six scores and a 67 yard 
interception return for a 
score among those yards) 
as Tri-County racked up a 
44-20 win to get win num-
ber one on the season.

Braden Pardi had a 
strong night on defense 
with nine solo tackles and 
ten assisted tackles while 
Kaiden Cooper chipped 
in six solo tackles and 
nine assisted tackles in 
the win. The Heavyweight 
team is now 1-4 overall 
and 1-3 in the East.



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019  |  11ASPORTS

Harvest
Feeding the world
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Advertising rates:
Full Page $495
Half Page $275
Quarter Page $145
1/8 Page   $85
Color   Free

Page Dimensions:
Full Page W: 10.25” by D: 9.75”
Half Page W: 10.25” by D: 4.75”
Or Half Page W: 4.75” by D: 9.75”
Quarter Page W: 4.75” by D: 4.75”
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Format: A special section in The Pairie Press.

Advertising deadline: Noon, Friday, Oct. 4, 2019

Publication Date: Saturday, Oct.12, 2019

The Press —  217-921-3216
Nancy —  573-289-3694
Kim  —              217-822-4731

The Prairie Press is once again pub-
lishing Edgar County Harvest, a publi-
cation celebrating the most important 
industry in Edgar County.

The publication will be a separate 
section that will be included in the 
Saturday, Oct. 12 edition of The Prairie 
Press, which will be delivered to 5,100 

homes in Edgar, Clark, Douglas and 
Coles Counties.

The editorial staff of The Prairie Press 
is working hard on a variety of stories, 
including topics like technology, safety, 
what’s new in farm machinery and 
much more.

This will be one of the most read 

publications this year in Edgar County 
simply because agriculture is so import-
ant to our daily lives, touching nearly 
everything we do.

Because of that readership, we believe 
advertising in this publication will be a 
boost to the bottom line of your busi-
ness.

Opening Monday, September 23!
GET YOUR BUTTS HERE       Mon-Sat  11-8

Tigers fall to Lawrenceville 22-20
BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

L A W R E N C E V I L L E - 
There’s an old adage that says 
something to the effect that 
a team should beat another 
team “on paper”. There’s also 
another saying that was made 
popular in the title of the 
movie “Any Given Sunday”. 

The issue is that games are 
not played “on paper” rather, 
games are played on the field. 
On paper, the Paris Tigers 
looked to be better than the 
Lawrenceville Indians but, 
when the dust had settled, the 
Tigers dropped their first Lit-
tle Illini Conference game in 
their last 11 games as they fell 
to the Indians 22-20 on Sat-
urday. Paris falls to 2-1(2-1 in 
the LIC) while Lawrenceville 
improves to 1-2(1-2 in LIC).

When teams are allowed to 
hang around throughout the 
course of a game, anything 
can happen. And, anything 
did happen on Saturday. The 
Tigers held a 20-6 advantage 
with 6:05 remaining in the 
game, but a series of unfor-
tunate events led to a feeling 
of hope for the Indians. Law-
renceville grabbed their op-
portunity and scored the final 
16 points of the game to steal 
a win from the defending con-
ference champion Tigers.

For the first time this sea-
son-and the first time in over 
20 games-the Tigers were 
held scoreless in the first half. 
Lawrenceville scored with 
2:09 left in the second quar-
ter to grab a 6-0 lead at inter-
mission. However, the Tigers 
were not without their scor-
ing opportunities early on.

Paris won the opening toss 
and deferred to the second 
half. Lawrenceville converted 
an initial first down, but were 
forced to punt on their first 
possession. The Tigers began 
the first of many empty drives 
at their own 26-yard line. 
Quarterback Hunter Newlin 
found wideout Sam Mays 
over the middle for a 27-yard 
pass play. A four-yard run by 
Coy Landrum, and a 9-yard 
pass completion to Carter 
Hays gave the Tigers a first 
down in Indian territory. It 
was then Mason Hutchings’ 
turn to reel off a run, and the 
junior split end scampered for 
16 yards to give the Tigers a 
first-and-10 at the Indians 18. 
In what would be the first of 
several defensive stands for 
both teams in the game, the 
Lawrenceville Indians forced 
the Tigers into a fourth-and-5 
situation. Newlin completed 
the pass to Hutchings, but the 
completion was two yards shy 
of the first down marker and 
the Tigers turned the ball over 
on downs at the Lawrencev-
ille 10. 

Lawrenceville proceeded 
to run six plays on their next 
drive, yet they netted just four 
yards and were forced to punt. 
The Tigers benefitted from a 
four-yard punt and looked to 
be in business at the Indians’ 
29-yard line. Paris ran the ball 
on five consecutive plays, yet 
faced another fourth down 
situation at the Lawrenceville 
10-yard line. An incomple-
tion led to the second straight 
turnover on downs with 0:27 
left in the first quarter. In total, 
the ball was on the Tigers’ end 
of the field for just one play to 
this point in the contest. 

Lawrenceville embarked 
on the longest drive for either 
team on their next possession 
as they rattled off an 11 play, 
86-yard drive that stalled at 
the Paris four-yard line. The 
Tiger defense flexed their 
muscles this time and force 
an incomplete pass to take 
over on downs, deep in their 
own territory. After a quick 
5-yard gain by Landrum on 
the first play from scrimmage, 
Lawrenceville intercepted the 
pass from Newlin at the Tiger 
three-yard line. 

With just under six minutes 
to play in the half, it appeared 

for all the world that the Ti-
gers would head into halftime 
with a two score deficit. But, 
as had been the case on the 
previous two drives, the Tiger 
defense would stiffen. Back-
to-back runs for two yard 
losses forced Lawrenceville 
into a fourth and goal from 
the seven yard line. An in-
complete pass turned the ball 
over to Paris at the seven-yard 
line. The Tigers were forced to 
punt from their own end zone 
and Mays gave Paris some 
breathing room as he forced 
the Indians to begin near mid-
field. However, Lawrenceville 
managed to finally find the 
end zone on the very next 
play to grab the 6-0 lead.

With a little over two min-
ute remaining until halftime, 
the Indians chose to squib 
kick on the ensuing kickoff 
giving the Tigers the ball at 
the 50-yard line. Paris could 
not take advantage though 
as backup quarterback Dan-
ny Perry fumbled the snap, 
which was scooped up by an 
Indian defender and returned 
to the Tiger 15-yard line. 

In what became the theme 
of the first half, neither team 
necessarily wanted to cross 
the goal line when given the 
opportunity. Lawrenceville 
promptly turned the ball back 
over to the Tigers as sopho-
more safety Mason Stuck in-
tercepted a pass on the second 
play of the drive. Paris man-
aged to move the ball to the 
Indians’ 29-yard line before 
time expired in the first half. 

The halftime speech by 
head coach Jeremy Clod-
felder appeared to work as 
the Tigers promptly scored 
on a seven-play, 60-yard drive 
culminating in a 5-yard run by 
Nathan Zorn. Landrum and 
Zorn split carries on six of 
the seven plays, with Newlin 
convertine a third-and-10 to 
Hays for the initial first down. 
The extra point was missed by 
Garrett King to tie the score 
at 6-6, just 2:17 into the third 
quarter.

The two teams traded pos-
sessions before the Tigers 
finally caught a break. Soph-
omore defensive lineman Lo-
gan Bartley stepped in front 
of a pass attempt, and came 
down with the first intercep-
tion of his young career. Five 
plays later, Zorn rumbled in 
for his second score of the 
game, with 11:54 left in the 
game. The two-point conver-
sion failed, but the Tigers led 
12-6.

Lawrenceville employed 
their own version of ground-
and-pound as they reeled off 
six straight rushes to move 
the ball to midfield. On third-
and-4 from the 49-yard line, 
Chase Hays got inside po-
sition on the 6’6” Brennyn 
Winningham to intercept 
the pass at the Tiger 34-yard 
ine. Two big plays-a 29 yard 
reception by Mays and a 33-
yard run by Zorn-led to a 
first and goal at the two yard 
line. Zorn plowed his way 

into the end zone for his third 
score of the day. Newlin then 
found King for the two-point 
conversion to give the Tigers 
a commanding(seeming-
ly)20-6 lead with 6:25 left. 

However, the home team 
scored quickly on a six play 

drive and converted the two-
point conversion to draw 
within a touchdown, 20-14 
with 3:59 left. It appeared that 
all the Tigers had to do was 
run some clock, get a couple 
of first downs, and their third 
win of the season would hap-

pen. Landrum took the hand-
off from Newlin at the 49-
yard line and scampered 31 
yards to give Paris a first down 
at the Lawrenceville 20-yard 
line. That drive stalled how-
ever, and the Tigers turned 
the ball over on downs for the 
fourth time in the game at the 
Indian 25-yard line. 

With no timeouts left, and 
75 yards to go, the main fo-
cus of the Tiger defense was 
to keep every Lawrenceville 
receiver in front of them.  On 
third-and-3, Blayne Winning-
ham found his brother Bren-
nyn behind the Tiger defense 
for a 56-yard completion to 
the Tiger 12-yard line. One 
play later, the Indians found 
the endzone to tie the game 
at 20 with 1:14 left. Appar-
ently Lawrenceville did not 
have a kicker that they trusted 
to kick the extra point, but it 
did not matter as they ran the 
ball to convert the two-point 
play and grab a 22-20 lead. 
Paris managed to get the ball 
to the Indian 34-yard line, but 
Newlin was sacked as time ex-
pired to seal the Tigers’ fate. 

Offensively, the game was 
pretty evenly matched as the 
Tigers gained 358 yards com-

pared to 343 by Lawrencev-
ille. Even the turnovers were 
even as the Tigers gave the 
ball up five times, as did the 
Indians. The big difference 
was the missed opportunities 
by the Tigers as they worked 
with a short field nearly the 
entire game, yet only capital-
ized twice when given great 
field position. 

Zorn had a huge game as 
he carried the ball 14 times 
for 115 yards and all three 
touchdowns for the Tigers. 
He also caught two passes for 
12 yards. Landrum gained 
61 yards on nine carries and 
hauled in a pair of passes for 
26 more. Hutchings ran once 
for 16-yards, and caught two 
balls for 21 yards. Mays had 
a couple of carries for eight 
yards, and three grabs for 
73-yards. Carter Hays car-
ried twice for two yards and 
caught two more balls for 20 
yards. Newlin completed 11-
of-17 passes for 152 yards and 
an interception. He also car-
ried the ball 16 times for just 
four yards. 

Paris allowed 265 yards 
through the air, but held Law-
renceville to 78 yards on the 
ground.

Tom Lisella/Special to The Prairie Press
Paris wide-receiver Mason Hutchings looks for daylight surrounded by a trio of Lawrenceville 
Indians in the Saturday, Sept. 14, LIC matchup. Paris fell 22-20
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

BAND OF MID-AMERICA 
FREE

7 p.m.
Friday, October 11th

Paris Center of 
Fine Arts

14040 E 1200th Rd
Paris

More information available at: 
www.pcofa.net and www.bandofmidamerica.af.mil

Premier Sponsor  -  American Legion Post  211

Jason Lyle Black

Tickets On Sale Now!
Adults: $25
Seniors: $23
Military: $23
Children: $10

Tickets available at www.pcofa.net.  Also available in Prospect Bank Lobby and at the door.

Nationally Acclaimed Pianist, Composer & Entertainer

October 10th 2019   6:30pm
Premier Sponsor: Piano Network  Associate Sponsor: Pearman Pharmacy & Paris Clinic Pharmacy 

PARIS CENTER 
OF FINE ARTS 

PRESENTS

This advertisement in support of the PCOFA season is provided by Steve and Faye Eitel

CHICAGO (AP) — Yad-
ier Molina and the St. Louis 
Cardinals are taking charge 
of the NL Central by grinding 
out tough, ugly wins.

And bouncing back after 
absorbing some unpleasant 
blows.

Molina overcame a painful 
foul tip to get three of St. Lou-
is’ four hits, including a two-
run single, and the Cardinals 
held off the fading Chicago 
Cubs 2-1 on Friday.

“We’re playing good base-
ball right now,” Molina said. 
“We can get a little better do-
ing the little things, but we’re 
winning games. That’s all that 
matters right now.”

Carlos Martínez got the 
final two outs a day after a 
brutal blown save, and the 
Cardinals maintained a three-
game NL Central lead over 
Milwaukee while opening a 
five-game margin over Chi-
cago. The Cubs dropped two 
games behind the Brewers for 
the second NL wild card with 
eight games left.

Chicago has totaled nine 
runs while losing four straight 
games. The Cardinals have 
won the first two games of this 
key four-game set, and they’ll 
play the Cubs five more times 
over their final eight games.

The Cubs scored their run 
following a St. Louis error in 
the second inning, and the 
Cardinals rallied in the sixth.

David Phelps (2-1), the 
second of eight Cubs reliev-
ers, walked Paul Goldschmidt 
and Marcell Ozuna to start 
the inning. Steve Cishek took 
over and walked Matt Car-
penter to load the bases be-
fore Molina grounded a 2-2 
pitch up the middle.

“I pride myself on being able 
to command the baseball,” 
Phelps said. “Going out and 
doing that is embarrassing.”

Molina came through after 
being hit in the groin by Ja-
son Heyward’s foul tip in the 
fourth inning. The veteran 
catcher stayed on the ground 
for a couple of minutes to re-
group.

“When you get hit ... it’s 
going to take a while,” Molina 
said. “So I just wanted to be 
part of this game. I just want 
to be there for the team.”

Last year, Molina needed 
surgery and missed a month 
following a similar foul tip.

“That’s the toughest, smart-
est guy I may ever know,” Car-
dinals manager Mike Shildt 
said.

It was another narrow vic-
tory for St. Louis. The Car-
dinals won 5-4 in 10 innings 

Thursday night when Car-
penter homered off All-Star 
closer Craig Kimbrel. Chica-
go had rallied with three runs 
in the ninth against Martínez 
and Andrew Miller.

Miller pitched the eighth 
inning Friday and got the first 
out in the ninth before Shildt 
went to Martínez. The right-
hander got a popup, walked 
pinch-hitter Tony Kemp 
and then got Ben Zobrist to 
ground out to complete his 
22nd save.

Shildt had no qualms about 
letting Martínez finish this 
one.

“No question about it,” 
Shildt said. “He came in the 
clubhouse and said, ‘I got two 
(innings) in me today.’”

Michael Wacha pitched 
four innings of one-run ball 
for St. Louis, and five relievers 
shut down Chicago after that. 
Ryan Helsley (2-0) pitched a 
scoreless fifth for the win.

The Cardinals left 12 on 
base. Chicago stranded nine 
runners and hit into three 
double plays.

Manager Joe Maddon and 
his players have no expla-
nation for the team’s slump, 
which comes on the heels of 
a five-game winning streak 
when the Cubs outscored op-
ponents 59-18.

“We have to somehow get 
more consistent offensively,” 
Maddon said. “When the op-
portunities come up, we have 
to take advantage of them. 
We’ve had some good at-bats.”

Chicago went up 1-0 after 
Kyle Schwarber doubled in 
the second and scored from 
third when second baseman 

Tommy Edman bobbled 
David Bote’s grounder. Bote 
was awarded an RBI because 
it was ruled that Schwarber 
would have scored regardless.

Alec Mills pitched 4 2/3 
scoreless innings for the 
Cubs, but the bullpen issued 
seven walks and couldn’t hold 
the 1-0 lead. Mills allowed 
two hits and struck out six.

RIZZO’S RAPID RETURN
Anthony Rizzo batted lead-

off and played first base for 
the second straight day after 
an unexpected return Thurs-
day from a sprained right an-
kle. He had a single and a walk 
in three plate appearances be-
fore being replaced in a dou-
ble switch in the sixth.

TRAINER’S ROOM
Cardinals: 2B Kolten Wong 

was scheduled to have an 
MRI on his injured left ham-
string after leaving Thursday’s 
game in the fifth inning. Shildt 
didn’t have results before Fri-
day’s game.

Cubs: RHP Brandon Kint-
zler (strained left oblique) 
said he felt good and was 
ready to return after being in-
spired by Rizzo. Kintzler last 
pitched Sept. 10 at San Diego.

UP NEXT
Cardinals RHP Dakota 

Hudson (16-7, 3.35) takes 
the mound against Cubs LHP 
Jose Quintana (13-8, 3.35) 
on Saturday. Hudson is 6-1 
in his last seven starts with a 
1.59 ERA. Quintana has an 
11.32 ERA in his last three 
starts and has failed to get past 
the third inning in his last two.

Molina, Cardinals hold off Cubs

Special to The Prairie Press

St. Louis Cardinals catcher Yadier Molina, right, celebrates with teammates at the end of a base-
ball game against the Chicago Cubs, Friday, Sept. 20, 2019, in Chicago.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Cubs’ Nicholas Castellanos hits a double during the fifth 
inning of a baseball game against the St. Louis Cardinals, Friday, 
Sept. 20, 2019, in Chicago.
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Some people desperate-
ly need a third arm, com-
plete with four functional 

fingers 
and a 
well-
trained 
thumb.  

Anyone 
who walks 
with a 
cane 
definitely 
qualifies. 
Some-
times 

they’re required to hang 
the cane atop a chair or 
lean it on a wall. It’s these 
locations where strangers 
often find them.

Another doodad that’s 
loveable but lose-able is 
a thingamajig folks call a 
hand-held computer. It 
calculates and tabulates 
among other things. 

When a delivery person 
comes to the door, he or 
she usually has one. They 
push buttons, then quote 
prices, take orders, prom-
ise the date of delivery, 
and can even reveal base-
ball scores and personal 
information about the 
recipient the person might 
not have known.  

Lots of these gadgets 
are pocketsize, but many 
are bigger. They’re on park 
benches because their 
former owners lacked a 
third arm.

Makes me think of 
Rusty – darned good 
young man, Rusty. I don’t 
know what became of 
him. His dad and I were 
once good neighbors and 
friends. I watched Rusty 
grow into a handsome, 
intelligent young fellow. 
He spent four years in the 
Navy before returning 
home.

Rusty was deeply in 
love with a wonderful 
girl who just graduated 
from high school. They 
planned to marry, but 
Rusty prolonged the date 
while job searching for 
decent wages. Finally, after 
a few weeks, he signed 
with a delivery service 
that offered a driving 
territory. He was required 
to perform a week of train-
ing, riding with a veteran 
driver, learning various 
necessary skills.

Driving the truck wasn’t 
all. Rusty had to learn do’s 
and don’ts regarding the 
loading system, and of 
vital importance, he was 
taught how to operate a 
doodad, a very necessary 
hand-held computer 
about the size of a brick. 
Too big to carry in a 
pocket, it printed a receipt 
for every customer, which 
required the recipient’s 
signature.  

The doodad was 
aggravating to manage, 
yet an obvious necessity 
that saved the company 
many hours of office 
time. He carried it on the 
flat console between the 
front seats.  Whenever he 
parked, it was convenient-
ly less than an arm’s length 
to reach.

Rusty was told in no 
uncertain terms that he 
was hired on condition of 
probation. If a company 
driver was responsible for 
a driving accident during 
the first year of employ-
ment, job termination 
was automatic.  A nice 
pay raise was dangled as a 
reward if the first year was 
accident-free.

He passed the week of 
training with flying colors. 
The actual day one began 
when he drove alone in a 
brand new uniform, sitting 
behind the steering wheel 
of a new delivery van.  The 
young man was proud as a 
peacock.

Rusty’s career with the 
company lasted exactly 
one hour, although he was 
graciously paid a day’s 
wages. He was about to 
complete his fifth delivery, 
a box containing brake 
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Healing
ourselves

Another social event. 
Another hour or two of 
exhausting work. 

Get-
ting into 
my car, 
I slump 
behind the 
wheel, sec-
ond-guess-
ing ev-
erything I 
said, every 
manner-
ism, every 
comment 

every facial expression. 
Did I upset someone? Did 
I appear to know what I 
was talking about? Did I 
act like I knew what I was 
talking about, but really 
didn’t? What if they figure 
out that I really don’t 
know? What will they 
think of me then? 

I am starting to feel like 
a broken record. I spend 
a lot of time talking about 
living into our true selves. 
Discovering this can be 
quite a journey. I can be 
so concerned about what 
other people think of me. 
It can be exhausting by 
the time I leave any social 
event, especially. Seems 
like church events are the 
hardest. It often seems to 
me that everyone else has 
it all together and I am 
the only one who doesn’t. 
And, if I’m not careful, I 
will soon be discovered as 
a fraud. 

I have spent a lot of my 
life carefully crafting a per-
sona that would be accept-
ed and loved by others. As 
I near the end of my life, 
I am all too aware of the 
falsity of my life and long 
to be the real me. 

It is hard work, unearth-
ing all the stuff buried 
beneath our masks; not all 
of the stuff we excavate is 
good, in fact, we may find 
some stuff buried there 
that we’d just as soon keep 
buried.

I want to be the kind 
of person who inspires 
wholeness in others, and I 
cannot do this if I am not 
coming into wholeness 
myself. 

We all struggle from 
time to time. There is no 
getting around it. It is how 
we handle the struggle 
that can make or break us.

The world offers all 
kinds of ways of dealing 
with our fractured self and 
keeping the undesirable 
stuff buried and neatly 
hidden away. It is painful 
to face the hidden shad-
ows inside us. As long as 
that stuff stays buried we 
think life can be better. At 
least as long as we aren’t 
discovered by those who 
matter to us. 

The shadow stuff 
doesn’t stay buried. It 
never does. It comes out 
sideways. A relationship 
gone wrong. A trip to the 
hospital. Stepping on the 
scales. Another trip to the 
liquor store or to the deal-
er. These are all signs that 
reveal the reality of our 
attempts to deal with our 
hidden fractured self. 

The new relationship. 
That half-gallon of ice 
cream. The next high. 
None of these will hide 
what’s been lurking inside 
our soul for long. We 
spend a lot of time invest-
ing in our illusions; keep-
ing up the look we’ve been 
going for. But when we’re 
alone at night the reality of 
our true self comes to the 
surface with great sadness 
and disappointment that 
keeps us awake much of 
the night. 

What can we do about 
it? We have to come clean. 
We must become brutally 
honest with ourselves and 
our need for wholeness. 
Seriously. We must finally 
come to the realization 
that we are broken. It’s OK 
to admit it. Everyone is. 
Just not many are able to 
admit it. 

We’ve been born into 
a world that is full of 
brokenness. Our constant 
pain is evidence. Our 
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September is Wi-Fi month. 
This recognizes September 
has been a month of change 
for communication.

September 11, 2001, 
changed the world and how 
information is shared. Think 
back to how we learned 
about the terrorist attacks 
18 years ago. Pay phones, fax 
machines and flip phones 
were common, and the most 
advanced communication 
device was a BlackBerry. The 
majority of pictures were 
still taken on film. That day 
escalated the desire for better, 
faster and more universal 
connectivity. 

Computer data commu-
nications was dominated 
by wired connections in the 
1990s. Ethernet had just 
pushed all its competitors 
off the field and few saw the 
wireless revolution brewing. 
Wireless had been around 
but never embraced and the 
market was fragmented by 

too many 
incompatible 
protocols. 
There was no 
standard.

In 
September 
1999, most 
tech news 
was about 
the pending 
Y2K danger. 

Few paid any attention to a 
showcase in Atlanta where 
17 engineers presented 
to a group of 60 industry 
professionals and journalists. 
It was no slick Apple product 
announcement to a room of 
hundreds. Steve Jobs mas-
tered the planned leaks and 
hype build up for a product 
announcement, but that day 
in Atlanta changed the world 
more than the iPhone. The 
presenters used some theat-
rics tearing off their jackets 
Superman style to reveal polo 
shirts with Wi-Fi emblazoned 

across the front. This was the 
first time that term was ever 
used.

Most think Wi-Fi is an 
acronym, but it is just a 
made-up word. It was a spoof 
on the slang Hi-Fi for high 
fidelity sound, so maybe 
wireless fidelity. It was meant 
to be fun but it stuck. Wi-Fi 
was not the most technically 
clever scheme or most effi-
cient but in mass marketing 
timing is everything. Beta 
was better than VHS yet VHS 
won. Token Ring far better 
than Ethernet, but it lost.

At the time Microsoft, 
IBM and Intel were behind 
a technology some may 
remember called HomeRF 
to use at home. They were 
betting on WaveLan for 
business but the two were 
not compatible. This was 
pre-smartphone but having 
two systems would have 
killed universal connectivity.

3Com, Dell, Apple and 

Nokia backed Wi-Fi. This 
was 1999 and the iPhone did 
not exist, but Apple had just 
introduced the MAC iBook. 
It was the first laptop to come 
with AirPort integrated. The 
company stuck with the 
AirPort term for 10 years but 
finally joined the world using 
the term Wi-Fi.

The timing was perfect as 
laptops were just saturating 
the market and the Internet 
was taking off. The world was 
ready for wireless connec-
tivity. Wi-Fi took hold for 
the same reasons CB Radio 
exploded in the 70s and 80s. 
CB Radio was cheap, used 
free open radio frequencies 
and did not require a license 
to operate. Anyone could 
buy one, install and use a 
CB without special training. 
Basic Wi-Fi took no real 
skill to install. It was easy to 
connect to and reasonably 
priced. The early lead and 

Next gen WI-Fi promises more speed
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A taste of honey for HCE
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

In the world of beneficial insects, 
perhaps the most important is the hon-
eybee.

This industrious little worker not 
only provides a delectable food in 
honey and a useful product in bees-
wax, but it is the insects’ contribution 
to pollinating plants that makes them 
so valuable to maintaining a variety of 
food sources for humans. Honeybees, 
though, are under stress from numer-
ous environmental attacks.

“If we don’t do something to help the 
bees, we won’t have bees and we will 
have to change the way we eat,” said 
Melanie Ogle, during a presentation 
about beekeeping and using honey at 
the Edgar County Home Community 
Education meeting Wednesday, Sept. 
17.

Ogle made the presentation on behalf 
of her daughter Betsy Higginbotham, 
who with her husband, Jacob, have ap-
proximately 30 hives in eight locations 
around Edgar County. The Higginboth-
am apiary operates as Circle H Honey, 
with honey available locally for sale.

One of the many stresses honeybees 
face in Edgar County is the loss of food 
sources as pastures and fencerows dis-
appear to monoculture farming. As an 
example, the Higginbothams have five 
beehives on the farm Mary Lou Wright 
owns near the Edgar County Airport. 
Ogle said that same property support-
ed 50 hives for beekeeper Gene Killion 
during the 1950s and 1960s.

Other stressors for honeybees in-
clude waxwing moths and varroa mites 
invading the hives and diseases such as 
American foulbrood. 

Ogle dispelled any notion that pro-
ducing honey is an easy job of getting 
a hive and waiting until late summer to 
collect the honey. She said her daugh-
ter and son-in-law check each hive 
weekly to address any health issues in 
a timely manner. 

Honey is categorized from light to 
dark with the color determined by the 
nectar collected by the bees. Ogle said 
many beekeepers blend all of the hon-
ey collected from different hives into a 
single batch, but Circle H bottles hon-
ey by the hive. She expressed some sur-
prise at the variation in color that can 
occur in a small area like Edgar County.

According to Ogle, the honey from 
Wright’s farm is light in color and Cir-
cle H bottles it as Willow Creek Honey. 
The hives at the Higginbotham’s home 
produce an amber color and Circle H 
calls it Grandview Honey.

Ogle had a couple of caveats about 
using honey. It is not safe to feed honey 
to children under the age of one and 
honey is not recommended for diabet-
ics or others on a sugar-restricted diet. 
A tablespoon of honey has two more 
grams of carbohydrates and 19 more 
calories than a tablespoon of sugar. The 
advantage to cooking with honey is it 
tastes sweeter so it is possible to use 
less in a recipe. It also adds minerals 
and flavor not available with sugar.

Refreshments at the meeting were 
honey apple salad and a honey coffee 
cake made with whole-wheat flour. 
Some of the HCE board members 
tackled making the honey recipes for 
the meeting.

Dona Hoult made one of the coffee 
cakes. She found some adjustments 
necessary to allow for honey’s different 
properties over sugar such as decreas-
ing the baking temperature and adding 
a little more water. 

According to Hoult, cooking with 
honey is neither more difficult nor eas-

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Melanie Ogle discussed honeybees and using honey for the Tuesday, Sept. 18 Edgar 
County Home Community Education meeting. Her daughter and son-in-law Betsy 
and Jacob Higginbotham have a growing home-based business operating about 30 
hives as Circle H Honey.

Circle H Honey continues 
legacy of county apiaries

HONEY APPLE SALAD 

Ingredients
 3 ½ cups red apples, diced
 2 tablespoons lemon juice
 2 cups seedless grapes
 1 cup celery, diced
 ½ cup dried cranberries
 ½ cup mayonnaise
 ¼ cup honey
 2 tablespoons low-fat sour cream 

½ teaspoon salt 
 ½ cups chopped walnuts
 
     In a large bowl, toss apples with 

lemon juice. Add grapes, cranberries and 
celery.
     In a small bowl, combine mayonnaise, 
honey sour cream and salt. Pour over 
fruit mixture and toss to coat. Stir in 
nuts. Serves 6-8.

HONEY COFFEE CAKE

Ingredients 
1 ½ cup whole-wheat flour

 1 ½ cup all-purpose flour
 1 cup sugar
 1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter
 1 cup local honey
 2 large eggs
 1 cup hot water
 1 teaspoon baking soda

     Preheat oven to 350 degrees and 
flour a 9 x 13 pan. In a large bowl, mix 
together flour and sugar. Cut in butter 
until mixture is crumbly. Set aside I cup 
of this mixture.

     To the remaining crumb mixture in 
the bowl, add honey, eggs, hot water and 
baking soda. Beat until it is smooth.
Pour batter into the floured pan. Sprin-
kle the reserved crumbs over the top.
Bake 35-40 minutes, depending on the 
oven, until a toothpick comes out clean.
Remove from oven and cool to lukewarm 
before serving. One cake serves 24. 

ier than using sugar. There are some 
things she prefers to make with honey.

“I’ve made cookies before and I 
think they stay softer,” said Hoult. 
“Anybody that is diabetic does have to 
watch it.”

Carol Halloran, Kate Morecraft and 
Paula Coombes shared in the duties 
of preparing the apple salad. Honey is 
part of the sauce that coats the ingre-
dients. 

They agreed using honey is not 
anymore difficult than preparing food 
with sugar. Halloran liked the way 
the honey incorporated with the sour 

cream and other ingredients to make 
a more liquid and creamier sauce. She 
said in that sense it was easier to use 
than trying to get sugar to dissolve into 
the liquids.

Both Coombes and Morecraft ad-
mitted some reluctance to using honey 
in the past but that reticence is gone.

“I wasn’t sure how it would taste,” 
said Coombes.

Morecraft agreed, adding the taste 
was fine and she is interested in trying 
other honey recipes.

“I would use it more,” said More-
craft.
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Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see
ELTON JOHN’s final Indy

concert ever plus $500! Register
to win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Don Binkerhoff 
of Paris, IL will be celebrating his 

94th Birthday
 on Friday, September 27, 2019. 

In honor of his birthday his family is 
planning a card shower. Cards may be 

sent to him in 
care of Paris 
Healthcare, 
room 39. Thank 
you for helping 
to make his 
birthday special.

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$5.99/lb
Sirloin Steak
SALE! SALE!

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 09/25 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 09/26:
Diner burger,
macaroni & 
cheese &

choice of salad

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636
Always

Homemade!

Gourmet pork 
chop, baked 
potato, green 
beans & roll

Fri 09/27:

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

READING ON THE ROAD GETS A NEW LOOK

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Reading on the Road trailer used by the Paris Altrusa Club to give out free books to children 
at area events is sporting a bright new look. Originally it was a plain, white trailer but financial 
support from an Altrusa Foundation grant and gifts from local civic clubs made it possible to equip 
the trailer with new tires and a colorful new exterior wrap to draw attention. Front row, left to right, 
Altrusa members Marty Williams, Mary Patrick and Melinda Randolph; and Rotary Club member 
Penny Peterson. Back row, left to right, Elks Club member Chad Stevens, Lions Club member Brad 
Cash, Kiwanis club member Barbara Bergdolt and Rotary club member Mike Step. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A grant and local gifts to the Paris Altrusa Club did more than provide a colorful exterior to the 
Reading on the Road trailer. The money allowed the philanthropic group to finish the inside and 
install book shelves to make it easier for children to browse the free inventory of books when the 
trailer is at community events. Left to right, Altrusa members Melinda Randolph, Mary Patrick and 
Marty Williams stock the trailer’s new features with books. 

GRACE NOTES

PROVIDENCE FOOD PANTRY 
TO CELEBRATE 25 YEARS

The Providence Food Pan-
try, a ministry of the Sisters of 
Providence of Saint Mary-of-
the-Woods, will celebrate 25 
years of service to residents 
in the West Terre Haute area 
from 2-4 p.m. (EDT) Sunday, 
Sept. 22, with an open house 
at the pantry, 701 W. National 
Ave., West Terre Haute. 

The open house provides 
the public an opportunity to 
see the pantry and gain an 
understanding of the work 
that served more than 4,000 
families and 16,000 individu-
als in 2018. 

SISTERS TO HOST FALL 
FARM DAY AT THE WOODS

Saint Mary-of-the-Woods is 
hosting a Fall Farm Day 104 
p.m. (EDT) Sunday, Sept. 29.

The event will feature alpac-
as, children’s activities, hay-
rides, fiber demonstrations, 
farm and 4-H demonstrations 
and more.

The Sisters’ Climate Change 
Task Force will also be on 
hand, offering a reduce, reuse 
and recycle puzzle.

Snacks and refreshments 
provided by Providence 
Health Care are free. 

Admission is free, but dona-
tions are accepted. 

For more information, visit 
SistersofProvidence.org.

‘GRIEVING AND THE
HOLIDAYS’ PROGRAM SET

Persons of all faith trad-
itions are invited to join the 
Sisters of Providence of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind., 
for the upcoming retreat 
“Grieving and the Holidays,” 
set for 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
(EDT), Saturday, Oct. 12, in 
Providence Hall. 

Those attending will have a 
chance to reflect upon, pray 
about and allow God and oth-
ers who have experienced a 
loss help you to create a plan 
that will allow you to grieve 
gracefully during the holidays.

Cost is $45, which includes 
lunch. The registration dead-
line is Oct. 7.  Register online 
at Events.SistersofProvidence.
org or by calling 812-535-
2952 or emailing jfrost@
spsmw.org.

EIU offers Disney internships
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — Regis-
tration for an internship with 
Disney’s theme parks is open 
for the spring 2020 semester 
at Eastern Illinois University. 

The internship allows EIU 
students to gain valuable ex-
perience at any of the Disney 
parks in the world — includ-
ing its world-renowned enter-
tainment venues in Florida, 
Paris and Hong Kong.

Mikki Sherwood, chair of 
EIU’s Department of Human 
Services and Community 
Leadership, says the intern-
ship — called the Disney Col-
lege Program — has been in 
place since 1981. Sherwood 
has been working with EIU’s 
Disney interns since 2004. 

Any EIU student who 
wants to intern at Disney for 
professional and personal 
enrichment may apply. The 
internship regularly provides 
opportunities for EIU stu-
dents to earn credit through 
Human Services and Com-
munity Leadership or Hospi-
tality and Tourism by taking 
a non-major internship class.

More than 370 EIU stu-
dents have participated in a 
Disney internship since EIU 
first offered the program.

According to Sherwood, 
the most common location 
students select to complete 
their internships is at Walt 
Disney World in Orlando, 
where the Disney Company 

offers a comprehensive pro-
gram. In Florida, students 
may work in any of the four 
Disney parks, at Disney 
Springs, in any of the hotels/
resorts or in either of two wa-
terparks. 

Students are encouraged 
to share their preference 
through the application pro-
cess. Sherwood said her stu-
dents have interned in a va-
riety of positions, including 
merchandising, resort front 
desk and housekeeping, life-
guarding and quick-service 
dining. Students also have the 
opportunity to audition for 
character work in shows or 
parades if they choose to do 
so, she said.

This internship offers many 
different learning opportu-
nities for students who par-
ticipate, including Disney’s 
world-class customer service 
training, participation in aca-
demic courses while working 
at the parks and empowering 
students to contribute to en-
richment activities, including 
meeting with Imagineers.

Students who participate in 
this internship also have ac-
cess to many different benefits 
that come with living around 
the Disney parks. Sherwood 
assures all her student interns 
they will be provided with 
housing at apartment com-
plexes with a pool and game 
room, as well as mental health 
and relationship support 
programs. Rent will be taken 

from the student’s paychecks. 
Participants also have access 
to a student center where 
they can focus on their course 
work.

Disney is flexible in creating 
schedules for students who 
need to work around EIU 
classes. Interns are provided 
with uniforms and laundry 
access. They receive free trans-
portation to their worksites, 
shopping sites, the beach and 
other local tourist attractions. 
Interns also receive discounts 
on lodging, merchandise and 
food as well as free access 
and guest passes to any of the 
Disney parks and waterparks 
in their area. While working 
with Disney, student interns 
are treated as employees, so 
opportunities also exist for 
position advancements and 
pay increases.

Students who are inter-
ested in signing up for a Dis-
ney internship for the spring 
2020 semester can apply now 
through www.disneycollege-
program.com. The applica-
tion process will close near 
the end of October. Sher-
wood wants students who 
apply to know  the program is 
competitive, but she is happy 
to provide support and advice 
during the application pro-
cess and meet with students 
to explore other opportuni-
ties for course credit.

Sherwood can be reached 
at mlsherwood@eiu.edu or 
by calling (217) 581-6374.

ECCF SUPPORTS MANUFACTURING CLASS

Special to The Prairie Press

The Edgar County Community Foundation presents a check to the Manufacturing Skills Class at Paris High 
School to cover the tuition for the class members to The Lake Land College program. This gift is sponsored 
by a former PHS student who sees the future in manufacturing skill application. Pictured left to right in the 
front row: Nathan Zorn, Austin Entrican, Arron Phipps -ECCF sirector, Jody Smith-PHS instructor, Ned Jeni-
son-ECCF director, Ian Turner and Gage Comstock. Pictured left to right in the second row: Charles Hill, Greg 
Johnson, Dallas Collins, Tyrique Bell, Riley Cooper, Kolton Sexton and Warren Sperry. Manufacturing Skills 
at Paris High School is a year-long dual credit class. Students can earn their OSHA 10 General Industry card 
and the Lake Land College Manufacturing Skills Certificate. They get hands-on learning from various sta-
tions such as fluid power, electrical controls, mechanical drives, and robotics. The course is designed to give 
them exposure and basic knowledge for careers as a maintenance technician and in engineering. Students 
also have the opportunity to work co-ops with local industries to gain experience.  



BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@outlook.com  

Brookstone Estates held a surprise 
101st birthday party for Vesta Morgan 
Sept. 12. Members of the Brookstone 
staff and the Morgan family coordinat-
ed the event. 

When Morgan was escorted to the 
meeting room and 
made her appearance, 
the Coon Holler Kids 
Blue Grass group 
played “Happy Birth-
day” to her while 63 
well wishers sang the 
familiar song. She 
was seated in a special 

birthday chair at the head of a long 
table with the members of her family 
who were able to attend. 

She seemed to enjoy the party and 
even clapped along with many of the 
musical numbers presented by the 
youthful band with the youngest being 
a five-year-old who played the fiddle 
along with the rest of the stringed in-
strument performers. They did more 
than play the instruments as they sang 
many familiar tunes. It wasn’t quite a 
hoedown, but it certainly livened up 
the party, which met Morgan’s approv-
al. 

As a unique birthday cake was placed 
in front of her, she blew out the candles 
with gusto and “Happy Birthday” was 
sung again with smiles all around. The 
admiring residents and guests all were 
served cupcakes while music kept 
playing and many well-wishers nodded 
their approval. She sat like a grand lady 
in her court approving of the festivity.

Vesta Morgan and her husband, 
David Allen Morgan, came to Illinois 
from Missouri, and he ministered to 
the folks at the Hazel Dell and Jack Oak 
area, just south of Casey. He preached 
to the folks for more than 40 years and 
served many congregations and many 
denominations and finally served the 
First United Methodist Church in 
Charleston. Along the way they had six 
children, four boys and two daughters. 

When asked what her favorite mem-
ories were she responded with, “They 
all were.” One special event of her life 
was when her son, Marvin, returned 
from the Vietnam War alive. 

She and her husband had quite a fam-
ily. In addition to the six children, there 
are 18 grandchildren, 35 great-grand-
children and 32 great-great-grandchil-
dren. A photograph in her apartment 
taken at her 100th birthday has more 
than 80 of the family and their spouses 
and their children in that picture. 

There is a friendship quilt promi-
nently displayed in her room that she 
helped make about 30 years ago. In 
1981, she gave each of her children a 
handmade quilt for a keepsake and 
many are still in use. 

According to her children, David 
and Harriet, Morgan was a very good 
cook and when she had apples on hand 
and there were too many in the house-
hold for a pie so she made apple cob-
bler. Their mother made a lot of dress-
es using cuttings from newspapers as 
patterns and she also made shirts for 

the boys. 
The family lived frugally and David 

Morgan liked to fish. When the family 
was adequately fed Vesta canned the 
surplus. The family walked the country 
roads and was rewarded many times by 
finding berries that were made into jel-
lies and jams. 

It wasn’t unusual for a member of 
his congregation to give the family a 
live calf or a pig, which David Morgan 
fed until Thanksgiving when it provid-
ed meat for the meal and many meals 
besides that. 

He was also a carpenter and used 
those earnings to help with the bills 
because in those days ministering to 
the people was not a high paying job. 

This centenarian plus one was a 
good loving mother and a good wife to 
her loving husband. Although she lost 
her husband more than 30 years ago, 
she carried on and was very good at 
making ends meet. 

All present appreciated a life well 
lived and offered wishes for many 
more happy years ahead.
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Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

Market Garden a failure
Marking the 75th anniversary of ‘Monty’ Folly’, the British operation to end World War II
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
WWW.HISTORY.COM

In the weeks following 
D-Day, German troops be-
gan retreating en masse, as 
Allied forces advanced across 
France, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg and the Netherlands. 
By September 1944, howev-
er, the overstretched Allies 
were approaching formidable 
German defenses along the 
Siegfried Line, which had 
held strong since World War 
II began.

British Field Marshal Ber-
nard Law Montgomery came 
up with a daring plan to by-
pass the Siegfried Line by 
crossing the lower part of the 
Rhine River, liberating and 
driving into the industrial 
heartland of northern Ger-
many.

Code-named Market Gar-
den, the offensive called for 
three Allied airborne divi-

sions (the Market part of 
the operation) to drop by 
parachute and glider into the 
Netherlands, seizing key ter-
ritory and bridges so ground 
forces (the Garden) could 
cross the Rhine.

But controversial decisions 
and unfavorable circumstanc-
es began stacking up from the 
start of Operation Market 
Garden. Despite their heroic 
efforts, the Allied forces ulti-
mately failed to achieve their 
objectives — and sustained 
devastating losses in the pro-
cess.

On the morning of Sept. 
17, 1944, three divisions of 
the First Allied Airborne 
Army — the U.S. 101st and 
82nd Airborne and the Brit-
ish 1st Airborne — began 
flying from bases in England 
across the North Sea to the 
Netherlands. 

The 101st Airborne was 
tasked with capturing Eind-

hoven, as well as several 
bridges over the canals and 
rivers north of that town, 
while the 82nd Airborne was 
ordered to capture territory 
around Nijmegen, including 
a key bridge over the River 
Waal.

Some 10,000 British and 
Polish troops of the British 
1st Airborne (nicknamed the 
Red Devils) had the most 
difficult task: capturing and 
holding the northernmost 
bridge over the lower Rhine 
at Arnhem. German anti-air-
craft defenses around Arn-
hem itself were thought to 
be too strong, and the troops 
were dropped up to eight 
miles away, despite warnings 
from some Allied planners 
that a small coup de main 
party should land on the 
bridge itself.

Only a single battalion of 
the 1st Airborne (fewer than 
800 men) managed to reach 

the Arnhem bridge, while 
the Germans forced the rest 
into a pocket near the village 
of Oosterbeek, several miles 
away.

Due to limited numbers of 
transport aircraft, the British 
forces at Arnhem had to be 
dropped into the Netherlands 
over three days, rather than all 
at once, lessening the possi-
bility of surprise as well as the 
impact of the attack. 

While many troops from 
the 1st British Airborne were 
dropped by parachute and 
gliders on the afternoon of the 
first day  — Sept. 17 — the 
4th Parachute Brigade and the 
rest of the glider troops didn’t 
arrive until the following day, 
and the Polish brigade was 
still more delayed.

Dense fog in England on 
the second day of the oper-
ation, as well as thick, low 
clouds over the battleground 
in the Netherlands, hampered 

the transport of troops, as 
well as supplies. The supplies 
were crucial to the survival of 
British forces fighting to hold 
Arnhem Bridge.

To make matters even 
worse, the wooded landscape 
and the separation between 
the different British battalions 
meant many of their radios 
stopped working. These fail-
ures broke down communica-
tion and made it difficult for 
the 1st Airborne Division and 
its commander, Major-Gen-
eral Robert “Roy” Urquhart, 
to coordinate the attack on 
Arnhem.

According to historian 
Antony Beevor, Urquhart’s 
signals officers had antici-
pated problems with their 
radios before the operation, 
and Urquhart himself had 
expressed serious doubts 
about Operation Market 
Garden, reportedly calling it 

See MARKET GARDEN, Page 4B

Cemetery 
program 
features
art styles
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON – The 
Coles County Arts Council 
and the Academy of Lifelong 
Learning, along with the 
Coles County Historical So-
ciety and the Coles County 
Genealogy Society are host-
ing an Arts in the Cemetery 
Saturday, Sept. 28. 

Many organizations, lo-
cal businesses and commu-
nity members working to-
gether in the Coles County 
area and beyond have assist-
ed in this event which offers 
a fascinating look into what 
makes a local cemetery a re-
pository of art, history and 
genealogy.  

The event starts at 10:30 
a.m. in the Carnegie Library 
with brothers Kevin and 
Paul Baumann delivering a 
PowerPoint presentation. 
Participants break for lunch 
on their own and reconvene 
at 1:30 p.m. for a guided 
tour at Mound-Roselawn 
Cemetery.

At the Mound-Roselawn 
Cemetery Circle, the local 
American Legion Post 93/
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1592 Honor Guard, 
with assistance from local 
Boy Scouts Troop 141, will 
present a salute and taps to 
veterans buried in the cem-
etery. Paul Hinson will play 
the highland bagpipes. 

The event ends at Old 
City Cemetery with histori-
cal re-enactments of Dennis 
Hanks and Oliver Sallee. 
Lincoln Log Cabin Site 
Manager Matthew Mittel-
staedt portrays Hanks and 
Chris Davis, a Villa Grove 
High School history teacher 
with a historical administra-
tion master’s degree from 
EIU, is taking Salle’s role. 

Kevin Baumann gradu-
ated from Eastern Illinois 
University and continued 
his studies at Indiana State 
University. He has lectured 
on climate, geoscience, cul-
ture and cemeteries. He has 
worked in the monument 
industry for more than 15 
years and has published re-
search on climate, air qual-
ity, geospatial analysis and 
19th century stone carvers. 

Paul Baumann earned a 
B.A. in Spanish and M.A. 
in Historical Administra-
tion from Eastern Illinois 
University. He has worked 
for the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency, was 
the education coordinator 
at the Lincoln Log Cabin 
State Historic Site and is 
now a high school Spanish 
teacher. His primary field 
of study for the past 19 
years has been 19th-cen-
tury monument cutting in 
East-Central Illinois and 
West-Central Indiana. He 
has also traveled the world 
doing cemetery research. 
A former board member of 
the Coles County Histori-
cal Society, he produced a 
successful cemetery walk 
for 12 years highlighting dif-
ferent individuals and com-
munities within the county 
for the historical society. 

Tickets to attend the 
event are $10 and may 
be obtained by calling the 
Academy of Lifelong Learn-
ing at 217-581-5114. The Il-
linois Humanities Council 
helped fund the project.

Where 
there’s a 
will we’ll 
find a way

Where there’s a will 
there’s a way. Before tech-
nology was developed to 

make tele-
phones 
with com-
puters 
and GPS, 
Rosie and 
I often 
wondered 
how to get 
to some 
specific 
place. I 
was al-

ways reluctant to stop and 
ask for directions. Even if 
we had a compass in our 
car, many times I didn’t 
agree with it. 

I remember when we 
were heading for Ore-
gon and we stopped in 
Wyoming to reset our 
compass according to the 
directions we got with it. 
I think it said something 
like start by heading your 
vehicle to what you think 
is north. The problem was 
we didn’t know which was 
true north. So we did that, 
and then it said turn to 
what you think is east. We 
did that, and about that 
time some of the people 
in the parking lot started 
looking at us like we were 
crazy. That was especially 
true when we kept turning 
this way and that, and we 
headed every which way 
except loose. 

We actually came pretty 
close as we traveled along 
our way except we weren’t 
always sure we were going 
north, northwest or west 
northwest. We did get to 
Portland, because Rosie 
had studied the map close-
ly and she kind of told me 
where to go. No thanks to 
the compass.

Another example is 
traveling through the 
country and stopping to 
ask an old farmer sitting 
on a tractor along side the 
road directions to some 
little Podunk town.

The response might be, 
“Go to Uncle Fred’s red 

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTE FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

MORGAN FAMILY CELEBRATES A MILESTONE

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

Vesta Morgan sits at the head of the table with her birthday cake for her recent 101st birthday celebration. Seated near to her 
are from left to right are Carol Cooper, who is looking back; Martha, the wife of Marvin Morgan; Vesta Morgan; John Cooper; 
daughter, Harriett; son, David Morgan and his wife, Barbara.

Vesta Morgan marks 101st

Special to The Prairie Press

This Morgan family photo was made in 1958. Front row, left to right, Gerald Morgan, 
Vesta Morgan, David Morgan and Roger Morgan. Back row, David Morgan, Ava Mor-
gan, Harriett Morgan and Marvin Morgan.  

MORGAN



barn with a Mail Patch To-
baccy on the roof, then when 
you get past a large grove of 
walnut trees, turn right. Make 
sure you don’t cross Possum 
Creek  ’cause you’ve gone 
too far. Turn opposite of left 
and follow the old dirt road 
till you go past an old shack 
with a tin roof with a leaning 
TV antenna on it and keep a 
going till you get to Grandpa 
Jones eatin’ place where you 
can get persimmon puddin’ 
and a hickory nut shake. 
Then take the big old curve 
headed to what looks like a 
small village and that there’s 
Podunk.” 

If a person acts a little bit 
confused, he kind of chuckles 
and says, “If you can get the 
contraption you are ridin’ 
in turned around, you just 

passed it about five minutes 
ago.” 

This, of course, is a made 
up story, but it kind of 
explains about the way a poli-
tician tells us what we need to 
do to find the path of success. 
It seems to me that some 
politicians are just educated 
idiots that use fanciful words 
and try to tell you the wrong 
way to do something so you 
can be just like them. 

This story reminds me of 
a guy named Will Rogers 
who once said, “Everything 
is changing, people are taking 
comedians seriously and the 
politicians as a joke.” Talking 
about this line of thought 
Rogers also said, “The more 
you observe politics, the 
more you’ve got to admit 
each party is worse than the 
other.”

Rogers did try to steer us 
in the right direction with a 
little more clarity than the old 

farmer in my story by saying, 
”Even if you’re on the right 
track, you’ll get run over if 
you just sit there.” 

The story about Rosie and 
I and the compass is basically 
true about finding the right 
way to get somewhere. There 
are even good and honest 
politicians. We must use 
our willpower and a good 
guidance system to get to the 
right place. 

Our heart and soul have to 
be tuned to the urging of our 
creator and the right place 
will find us. I will end with 
another Will witticism, “It 
isn’t what we don’t know that 
gives us trouble, it’s what we 
know that ain’t so.” 

Hope my readers find their 
way. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
outlook.com.)
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FLAVOR OF THE WEEK: German Chocolate
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(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Cheeseburger, Fries & Drink  $5.25 
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Jumbo Breaded 
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a suicide operation just two 
days before Allied planes left 
for the Netherlands.

By the end of the first day 
of Operation Market Garden, 
the 2nd Battalion of the 1st 
British Airborne, command-
ed by Lt. Col. John Frost, 
had reached the north end of 
Arnhem bridge and fortified 
themselves within nearby 
homes, preparing to hold the 
bridge on their own until the 
arrival of relief ground troops. 

But the ground relief col-
umn, led by XXX Corps, had 
run into its own problems: 
The road toward Arnhem was 
narrow, only wide enough for 
two vehicles, and German 
infantry men wielding Pan-
zerfaust anti-tank weapons 
picked off the nine lead Brit-
ish tanks right at the start of 
their advance. Allied ground 
troops managed to advance 
only seven miles by the end 
of the first day.

On the second day (Sept. 
18) they covered 20 miles and 
caught up with U.S. troops 
near Eindhoven, which the 
101st Airborne had man-
aged to liberate from German 
control. Though they fought 
their way across the Waal by 
Sept. 20, they were still eight 
long miles away from helping 
their desperate British com-
rades at Arnhem.

Before Operation Market 
Garden even started, Allied 
intelligence got reports that 
two well-equipped German 
SS Panzer (tank) divisions 
were in the area around Arn-
hem. But commanders of the 
operation, including Lt. Gen. 
Frederick “Boy” Browning, 
decided the operation should 
go ahead anyway—a risk that 
turned into a disaster for Al-
lied troops at Arnhem.

The slow advance of the 
XXX Corps gave Germany 
time to strengthen its defens-
es, confront the advancing 
ground troops at Nijmegen, 
and subject the lone British 
battalion at Arnhem to a crip-
pling onslaught, which they 
resisted fiercely before sub-
mitting on the fifth day of the 
battle. 

With the main objective 
of the operation lost, more 
than 3,000 British troops dug 
in at Oosterbeek until Sept. 
25, when they were forced to 
begin evacuating across the 
Rhine.

Though Operation Market 
Garden liberated much of the 
Netherlands from Nazi occu-
pation, established a foothold 
from which the Allies could 
make later offensives into 
Germany and showed the 
courage and determination of 
the Allied forces in Arnhem, 

it remained a costly failure, 
with lasting consequences.

Of the approximately 
10,600 Allied forces who 
made it north of the Rhine in 
September 1944, some 7,900 
were killed, wounded or tak-
en prisoner. Allied casualties 
during the operation totaled 
more than 17,000, compared 
with around 8,000 on the 
German side.

If Operation Market Gar-
den had succeeded, World 
War II might well have ended 
in Europe before Christmas 
of 1944, with the Western 
Allies marching triumphantly 
into Berlin. 

Instead, the conflict 
dragged on for five more 
months after that date. Not 
only that, but it was the Sovi-
et troops who claimed Berlin 
in May 1945, a difference that 
proved decisive for the future 
of post-war Europe.

MARKET GARDEN
FROM PAGE 3B

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

Special to The Prairie Press

British paratroopers move through a shattered building after 
landing in The Netherlands as part of Operation Market Garden. 
The plan —devised by British Field Marshall Bernard Montgom-
ery — was his attempt to bypass the Siegfield Line and enter 
northern Germany and end the war.

FOOTNOTES

CAHOKIA PRESENTATION
The Clark County Historical 

Society is sponsoring a visit 
by amateur anthropologist/
archaeologist Elmer A. 
Guerri and his program “The 
Mystique and the Magic of 
Cahokia” 6:30-8 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 26 in the Dale McCo-
nchie meeting room of the 
Marshall Public Library.

EARLY GENEALOGY
RECORDS PROGRAM SET

The McGrady-Brockman 
House in Vincennes contains 
many historic documents.  
These documents consist of 
the Northwest Territory, Indi-
ana Territory and early Knox 
County court records. 

Some of the records are 
court orders, wills, licenses, 
petitions for roads, court-
house and jail plans, land peti-
tions, guardianships, petitions 
for freedom and indenture-
ship.  Some of the signatures 
on these documents include, 
William Henry Harrison, 
Francis Vigo, Dubois, Daniel 
Sullivan, Jonathan Jennings, 
Elijah Stout, John Small and 
many other early settlers.

The program titled “Early 
Court Records of the Indiana 
Territory 1790 – 1830” is 
6:30 p.m. Oct. 14, at the Vigo 
County Public Library, Rooms 
A, B and C.

The speakers are Ann 
Hecht, Cindy Frederick and 
Steve Smith.

Hecht   has a teaching 
degree in both biology and 
history and began working 
at the McGrady Brockman 
House in August 2016.  She 
continues to work there 
part-time.

Frederick was born and 
raised in Davies County and 
moved to Knox County in 
1980.  

She joined the Francis Vigo 
chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution in 
2006, and is currently serving 
on the Indiana DAR State 
Board of Management in the 
position of Southern District 
Director.  

Smith has an undergrad-
uate degree in history and 
anthropology and a masters 
in library and information 
science.  He began working 
at the Knox County Public 
Library in 1985 as the refer-
ence librarian and became 
the assistant library director 
in 1991.  He was an active 
member in many national, 
state and local organizations.  
After retiring in 2012, he 
volunteered at the library and 
became a digital archivist 
at the McGrady Brockman 
House.

For more information on 
this or other WVGS programs, 
check the website at www.in-
wvgs.org or call 812-230-0631.

Stage set in Nevada for 
Earthlings at Area 51

HIKO, Nev. (AP) — The 
stage was set Thursday for 
music and other space-
themed entertainment as 
Earthlings descended on 
the Nevada desert for events 
inspired by an internet hoax 
known as “Storm Area 51.”

“It started as a joke, but 
it’s not a joke for us,” Alon 
Burton, guitarist and mem-
ber of the group Wily Sav-
age, said as he and several 
other men wrestled a tarp 
over a makeshift stage near 
the Little A’Le’Inn motel 
and cafe in Rachel.

Gusts of wind billowed 
the white canopy like a sail-
boat spinnaker as they tied 
it down.

“We know people will 
come out. We just don’t 
know how many,” he said.

By early afternoon, sever-
al hundred people had made 

their way to the site where 
secrecy surrounding Area 
51 has long fueled specu-
lation that it’s where the 
government studies space 
aliens.

As they arrived for the 
weekend events, campers 
in trucks and trailers staked 
out space on federal land 
across a highway.

Anticipating a big crowd, 
a beer company had pro-
duced alien-themed cans, 
and a brothel offered dis-
counts to E.T. enthusiasts.

Events were planned in 
Rachel and Hiko, a 45-min-
ute drive away, the two 
towns closest to Area 51.

The festivities sparked by 
the internet joke inviting 
people to see them aliens 
could become a cultural 
marker, monumental dud or 
something in between.
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Illinois may cap insulin prices
Bunker Hill Democrat is primary sponsor of bill that would cap out-of-pocket cost $100 for 20-day supply

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Ten 
years ago, Megan Blair was 
diagnosed with Type 1 dia-
betes.

“I remember standing at 
the pharmacy counter with 
my mom,” she said. “When 
the pharmacist rang up the 
prescription, he let us know 
that the 30-day supply of in-
sulin that I needed would be 
about $800. I looked at my 
mom and my mom looked at 
me.”

Blair, who is now 27 and 
lives in Harristown, about 
eight miles west of Decatur, 
is one of an estimated 1.3 mil-
lion people in Illinois coping 
with diabetes, as well as the 
high cost of keeping it under 

control.
“Come to find out that the 

fact that I was diagnosed as 
a Type 1 insulin-dependent 
person wouldn’t be the hard-
est battle I would have to face 
the rest of my life,” she said. 
“Trying to make a living, have 
a family and learn how to 
come up with $800 a month 
on insulin to keep me alive 
would actually be the biggest 
challenge of my life.”

Blair spoke Tuesday, Sept. 
17, at a news conference in 
Springfield surrounded by 
Democratic state lawmakers 
who are pushing for a bill that 
would bring down the out-
of-pocket cost for insulin for 
many, but not all, diabetes pa-
tients in Illinois.

“The cost of insulin clear-

ly is breaking families that 
we represent,” said state Sen. 
Andy Manar, D-Bunker Hill, 
one of the main sponsors of a 
bill that would cap the out-of-
pocket cost of insulin at $100 
for a 30-day supply.

“Ultimately what has to 
happen is our Congress and 
our president have to act on 
the runaway cost of pharma-
ceutical drugs,” Manar said. 
“Senate  Bill 667 (Amend-
ment 1), we hope, addresses 
an issue immediately in Illi-
nois and serves as a stepping 
stone to a larger reform.”

Manar and fellow-Dem-
ocrat Rep. Will Guzzardi, of 
Chicago, introduced the lan-
guage of the bill in late May, 
and they hope to see it passed 
during the upcoming veto 

session that begins Oct. 28.
The bill comes on the heels 

of unsuccessful attempts 
during the regular spring ses-
sion to impose even tighter 
controls on the cost of pre-
scription drugs across the 
board in Illinois, proposals 
that met stiff opposition from 
the pharmaceutical industry.

The new bill, Manar said, 
focuses exclusively on insulin 
because of the scope of the 
problem and the number of 
people it affects.

Citing figures from the 
Health Care Cost Institute, 
Manar said the average price 
of insulin in the United States 
nearly doubled between 2012 
and 2016, rising to 25 cents 
per unit. For someone using 
an average amount of 60 units 

per day, that translates to an 
increase from $7.80 a day to 
$15 a day.

That’s a significantly high-
er cost than what people in 
other countries pay for the 
same drug. Manar noted that 
a single vial of one common 
form of insulin, Humalog, 
costs $20 in Japan and $31.60 
in Canada. But in the United 
States, it costs $135.50, in 
large part because drug costs 
are subsidized in countries 
that have national health in-
surance systems.

“Insulin isn’t optional,” said 
Rep. Sue Scherer, D-Decatur. 
“It’s life-or-death for people, 
and it is so totally unfair that 
people are having to choose 
between insulin and food for 
themselves or their family.”

Blair said she is among 
many diabetes patients who 
routinely ration their insulin 
doses, taking less than the 
recommended dose, in order 
to stretch out their supply, 
something that often results 
in subsequent hospitalization.

“And not just the easy trip 
to the emergency room,” she 
said. “It usually ended up with 
a two- or three-day stay in the 
(intensive care unit).”

Leroy Jordan, 77, of Spring-
field, said he also struggles 
with the cost of insulin to 
treat his Type 1 diabetes. He 
said he was a grown adult 
when he was diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes, also known 
as juvenile, or insulin-depen-
dent diabetes, a form of the 

See INSULIN, Page 6B

Women’s 
health   
series set

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

 Women’s health is the 
focus for a new series of 
informative sessions spon-
sored by Horizon Health.

The first session of the 
three-part Ladies Night 
Out series is 6-7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8 at Castle Finn Win-
ery in southern Edgar 
County. 

“Enrich Your Mind, 
Body and Soul” is the top-
ic for the first session that 
includes wine, appetizers, 
vendors and brief presen-
tations from local speak-
ers:
nMaria Horvat, OB-

GYN at Horizon Health, 
will give a presentation 
titled, “Should I, Should I 
Not.” 
nMarla Coffman, cer-

tified public accountant at 
Larson, Woodyard & Hen-
son, discusses “The Time-
line of Money & Tax Tips.”
nRita Rogers, local 

mom, blogger and entre-
preneur, will share with 
attendees “Taking Control 
& Letting Go.” 

This event is the first in 
a series of three. Tickets 
for the November and De-
cember events go on sale 
at the Oct. 8 event — giv-
ing attendees the first op-
portunity to sign up. 

A “Pound & Pour” at 
Lot 50, is planned for No-
vember. 

It is a full-body, upbeat 
workout that combines 
cardio, conditioning and 
strength training while us-
ing lightly weighted drum-
sticks.

The December event 
is an interactive crafting 
class. 

“Ladies Night Out” tick-
ets can be purchased at the 
Paris Community Hos-
pital registration desk for 
$20 each, which includes 
two drink tickets. Seats are 
limited. 

For more information, 
or for table purchases, con-
tact Christina Hoffman at 
choffman@myhorizon-
health.org or 217-466-
4294.

3-part program 
places focus on all 
health aspects

Seniors
keeping
social
is vital
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Studies show that social 
isolation is liked to a num-
ber of mental and physical 
health risks. New research 
finds frequently interacting 
with others can help pro-
tect from these conditions 
— especially in the senior 
years.  

New research shows that 
staying social has numer-
ous mental and physical 
health benefits.

The new study found 
that 60-year-olds who vis-
ited with friends almost 
daily were 12 percent less 
likely to develop dementia 
than those who only saw 
one or two friends every 
few months.

The National Institute 
on Aging says research has 
linked social isolation and 
loneliness to higher risks 
of high blood pressure, 
heart disease, obesity, de-
pression, cognitive decline, 
Alzheimer’s disease and 
more.

Activities such as volun-
teering, hobbies, travel and 
even social media are all 
ways people can remain so-
cially active and connected 
throughout their lives. 

More than 13 million 
people age 65 and older 
lived alone in 2017, a sit-
uation that isn’t ideal for a 
person’s mental and physi-
cal well-being.

“We know social isola-
tion is a serious threat to 
health and affects us men-
tally and physically,” Ray-
mond Hobbs, physician 
consultant at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan, 
told Healthline.

In fact, the National 
Institute on Aging says 
research has linked social 
isolation and loneliness to 
higher risks of high blood 
pressure, heart disease, 
obesity, depression, cog-
nitive decline, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and more.

Interacting with others 
may be the key to warding 
off these conditions, said 
Hobbs. He suggests start-
ing with family.

“The first social group 

Backpacks can be pain-free

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

From grade-school students to 
adults, it seems like everyone is carry-
ing a backpack these days. When worn 
correctly, a backpack can be a com-
fortable way to transport all the things  
needed for work, school, or play.

A backpack’s two straps distribute 
the load evenly across both shoulders, 
putting less strain on the body than, 
say, a tote bag, briefcase or messenger 
bag. And backpacks with hip belts and 
sternum straps can further distribute 
the weight so it’s not all sitting on the 
shoulders.

But wearing a backpack incorrectly, 
or carrying one that’s too heavy, can 
have harmful effects on the spine. In-
correct backpack use is associated with 
back pain, neck pain, bad posture and 
intervertebral disk compression, possi-
bly leading to a herniated disk.

Unfortunately, it appears that many 
backpack users, particularly young 
ones, are putting themselves at risk of 
pain and musculoskeletal injuries.

In a study of 650 schoolchildren 
published in March 2018 in the “In-
ternational Journal of Pediatrics,” re-
searchers found that more than 85 
percent of students were carrying their 
backpack incorrectly, and about 40 
percent of them had a backpack that 
was disproportionate to their size.

So how should one  wear a back-
pack? Here’s what the experts have to 
say.

The right size backpack depends on 
one’s body size and, more specifically, 
the torso length, measured from the 

base of the neck to the waist (top of the 
iliac crest). Many outdoor gear shops 
can measure one’s torso and advise re-
garding what size backpack will fit best. 
Once it’s on, the pack should feel com-
fortable, with the top of the pack riding 
slightly below shoulder level and the 
bottom of the pack at about waist level.

The same principle applies for chil-
dren’s backpacks. Parents should have 
their child try on a backpack before 
buying it to make sure the pack is no 
larger than the child’s back. The top 
of the pack should sit just below the 
child’s shoulders, and the bottom of 
the pack should sit at the waistline.

Keep in the mind the size of the 
backpack is different from its capacity, 
or how much one can put in it. A size 
small day pack may have a capacity of 
anywhere from about 18 to 35 liters, 
depending on the model selected.

The more capacity a pack has, the 
more stuff one may be tempted to put 
into the pack, but a fully loaded back-
pack should not weigh more than 15 
percent of a person’s weight said Anissa 
Jones, a chiropractor and clinical direc-

tor of Total Health Chiropractic and 
Wellness Center in Macon, Georgia.

If one must carry more, pay attention 
to how the weight is distributed. “With-
in the bag, place heavier items so they sit 
closer to the spine. This helps make the 
bag feel lighter, so your spine endures 
less stress,” said Thanu Jey, a chiroprac-
tor and clinic director at Yorkville Sports 
Medicine Clinic in Toronto.

It’s easy to grab a backpack quickly 
off a chair or the floor without thinking 
about how that action may affect a per-
son. But lifting a heavy pack using im-
proper technique can cause back pain.

Ideally, one should face the pack 
and stand with the feet shoulder width 
apart. Bend the knees and squat so the  
weight is on the heels, with a straight 
back. Keep the backpack close to the 
body while lifting it off the ground and 
use both hands. Avoid lifting from the 
side or twisting motions, said Kev-
in Hallmeyer, a chiropractor and the 
owner of True Spine Chiropractic in 
Bend, Oregon.

After standing upright again, swing 

Incorrect usage can lead to 
bad posture, chronic pain

See SENIORS, Page 6BSee BACKPACKS, Page 6B
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Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Alayna Whitkanack 
September 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Parents of Recipient Greg and Camilla Whitkanack; Assistant Cashier & SVP Retail, 
Prospect Bank Autumn Kasey; Award Recipient Alayna Whitkanack; Director of Bands, Paris High School, 
Dr. Kevin Pruiett; Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris High School, Jessica Hendrickson.

Alayna, daughter of Greg & Camilla Whitkanack holds a 4.9 GPA at Paris High School.  
She is a member of the Honor Roll, National Honor Society and Tri-M National Music 
Honor Society.
Her musical activities include; Band, Beacon Brigade, Jazz Ensemble, Pit Orchestra, 
Choir, Elite Harmony, Drama, Coon Holler Kids, ILMEA All-District Choir, and ILMEA 
All-State Choir.
She also participates in French Club, Student Council, Sub Debs, and May Fete while 
also volunteering for the Food Pantry and the Relay for Life.  She enjoys performing at 
churches, nursing homes, and community events, and serving as a mentor to band and 
choir kids at Crestwood School.

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

RCIA
RCIA welcomes people where they are and offers them the 

experience of growing together in Faith, Prayer, Scripture 
and Doctrine. The stories of lived experiences with Faith flow 

together in a friendly relaxed environment. The laity share 
ir faith and offer their care for others. People come to 

“belong” even more than they come to “know”.
RCIA does not require the commitment of becoming 
Catholic. It rather gives the opportunity of learning Faith 

in the Catholic tradition and in a small dedicated atmosphere. 
A non-Catholic begins with simple inquires.

RICA begins Wednesday, October 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Parish Meeting Room with the first of three inquiry nights. 

Cannot make this one then come October 16 or 23.
Please consider joining us for a look and see, 

No commitment, No pressure.

St. Mary’s Church • 528 N. Main St. • 217-466-3355

Charleston, IL 61920

217-345-9451

Aluminum & 
Copper Colors

Jerry Brimner
Free Estimate

All work
Guaranteed

5” Residential
6” Commerical Gutter Covers

Rain-Bow
Seamless Guttering

Sunkel Excavating LLC
Justin Sunkel
Owner/Operator

sunkelexcavating@yahoo.com

Sunkel Excavating LLC

12773 E. 1100th Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)264-5848

P A R R O T T  A U C T I O N

This is a VERY Large Auction with a GREAT selection of items.
We will be running 4 rings most all day!

Harold Boyd Estate Kent Boyd- Executor
Parrott Real Estate & Auction Co., LLC.

www.parrottauctions.com

Saturday, September 28th, 2019, 9AM Central
7720 E. 1350th Ave., Robinson, IL 62454

Tractors, Side by Side, Farm Implements and more!

INSULIN
FROM PAGE 5B

disease that usually appears 
during childhood but which 
can develop later in life.

“This cost thing is just 
terrible,” he said. “When 
youngsters are born with di-
abetes, we that have it later in 

life kind of say, ‘Oh boy, I’m 
very fortunate.’ But it’s kill-
ing us too.”

Senate Bill 667 would 
not lower the cost of insulin 
for all patients in Illinois. It 
would apply only to those on 
publicly-funded health plans 
— primarily Medicare, Med-
icaid and the state employee 

health plan. Supporters of 
the bill were not immediately 
able to say how many people 
that would cover, but it would 
not cover people on private 
employer-based health plans 
because those are regulated 
under federal law.

In a statement, Tiffany 
Haverly, spokesperson for 
the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of Amer-
ica, a group that lobbies for 
the pharmaceutical industry, 
did not comment specifical-
ly on the bill. But she said 
the industry sympathizes 
with patients struggling to 
afford their medications and 
that support is available in 
the form of discounts and 
rebates to those who cannot 
afford their drugs.

“In addition to support-
ing commonsense solutions 
to lower Illinoisans’ out-of-
pocket costs, PhRMA re-
cently launched a new tool 
– the Medicine Assistance 
Tool, or MAT – to connect 
eligible patients with over 
900 public and private as-
sistance programs,” she said. 
“We encourage any patient 
struggling to afford their 
medicines to visit mat.org to 
see what resources might be 
available to them.”

BACKPACKS
FROM PAGE 6B

AUXILIARY OFFICERS ELECTED

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris Community Hospital Volunteers recently elected officers for 2019-2020. They are, left to 
right: Peg Raley, president; Janine Brann, secretary; and Sharon Wilken, treasurer. Not pictured is 
Carol Keller, vice president.

swing the backpack onto 
place.

Once a person has  
properly lifted the back-
pack, it is important not to 
cause injury by wearing it 
improperly.

“Backpacks should al-
ways be worn with both 
straps and positioned so 
the top [of the bag] is just 
below your shoulders and 
the bottom is above your 
hips,” said Hallmeyer.

Think of wearing the 
pack like this as a way to 
keep the weight centered 
instead of being pulled 
to one side or the other, 
something that can lead to 
chronic pain.

“[Wearing a backpack] 
over one shoulder can affect 
the spine, ribs, shoulders, 
and neck. It should be situ-
ated so your arms are free to 
move in a normal walking 
pattern. Any restrictions in 
arm movement can create 
a phenomenon known as 
spinal fixations, which are 
a ‘locking up’ of the spi-
nal bones,” said Eugene 
Charles, a chiropractor and 
director of the Applied Ki-
nesiology Center of New 
York in New York City. 
“This can lead to scoliosis, 
trouble breathing, and over-
all tension.”

Jey concurs: “Using one 
strap only will shift your 
spinal alignment and can 
bring on postural changes 
to your muscles and spine 
in the long run.”

Once both backpack 
straps on the shoulders, 
the final step is making 
sure the body isn’t get-
ting dragged down by a 
low-hanging bag.

“The mistake most 
people make is letting the 
backpack hang too low, 
without tightening the 
arm straps enough,” said 
Theresa Marko, a physical 
therapist and the owner of 
Marko Physical Therapy in 
New York City. “This caus-
es undue pressure on your 
neck and shoulders as well 
as some banging on your 
lumbar spine and sacrum. 
This also affects [the way 
you walk] since your cen-
ter of gravity is pulled off, 
and you have to lean for-
ward to compensate.”

According to Hallmey-
er, this can contribute to a 
hunched posture — sim-
ilar to the posture many 
people assume when using 
their smartphones — and 
muscle pain. Avoid the 
hunch and chronic pain by 
tightening the straps.

SENIORS
FROM PAGE 5B

we all have is our family… so 
strengthen relationships with 
brothers, sisters, children, 
nephews, nieces and cous-
ins. Since they are people you 
know for the longest time and 
have shared things with them 
for years, it’s an easy way to 
start,” he said.

However, according to a re-
cent study from the University 
College London, friends, not 
family, may make all the differ-
ence when it comes to reduc-
ing risk of dementia later in life.

“We examined social con-
tact with both friends and rela-
tives and found that it was con-
tact with friends, rather than 
relatives, which seemed to be 
protective,” Andrew Sommer-
lad, Ph.D., lead author of the 
study, told Healthline. “This 
may be because contact with 
friends is more cognitively 
stimulating, or simply reflect 
that we can choose how many 
friends we have, but we have 
less control over how many rel-
atives we can see.”

Sommerlad’s research 
showed that 60-year-old peo-
ple who visited with friends 
almost daily were 12 percent 
less likely to develop demen-
tia than those who only saw 
one or two friends every few 
months.

“It is most likely that social 
contact is beneficial by build-
ing cognitive reserve, mean-
ing greater resilience against 
the damage which occurs in 
conditions like dementia, so 
that people have well-devel-
oped language and memory 
skills which help them cope 
for longer and delay the prob-
lems caused by dementia,” said 
Sommerlad.

While previous studies have 
found a link between social 
contact and dementia risk, 
Sommerlad says this study had 
a longer follow-up time, which 
allowed for stronger evidence 
that social engagement could 
protect people from dementia 
in the long-term.

The study tracked more than 
10,000 participants from 1985 

to 2013, and asked them on 
six occasions about their fre-
quency of social contact with 
friends and relatives.

“I think this research adds 
another important approach 
for people who are concerned 
about cognitive decline and 
dementia. Alongside manag-
ing cardiovascular health and 
being physically active, people 
should endeavor to stay social-
ly active,” Sommerlad said.

5 WAYS TO GET SOCIAL
Hobbs offers the following 

five suggestions for getting so-
cially involved.
nVolunteer your talents.

Not only can volunteering a 
few times a week or month 
bring structure to one’s life, but 
it can also create connections 
with others.

“Whether you went to col-
lege or not, you have a lot of 
life experience when you get 
older. Maybe you’re a won-
derful cook or knitter or are 
great at playing bridge or chess 
or scrabble. You can use that 
knowledge to teach others 
and interact with them,” said 
Hobbs.
n Find a hobby. Practicing 

something enjoyable can fill 
time, bring joy and help one 
meet new people.

“If you like doing pottery 
or water coloring or playing 
music, get out there and meet 
others who like to do the same 
things you do,” Hobbs said.

However, he recommends 
picking a hobby that is truly 
interesting.

“Make sure it’s something 
that you like and you’ll stick 
to it,” he said. “I had a patient 
who was going to retire and 
I asked him what he was go-
ing to do. He said, ‘I’m going 
to fish, and I’ve never done it 
before.’ I thought that’s not a 
good sign. Maybe he’ll like it, 
but if he’s never done it, may-
be he won’t.”
nLearn something new. 

Community colleges and se-
nior centers offer courses in 
many subjects, as well as pri-
vate businesses.

“I don’t mean take organic 
chemistry — unless you really 

want to — but acquiring new 
skills and trades can maintain 
mental health for seniors,” 
Hobbs said.

If looking to take on a new 
physical activity that also com-
bines cognitive and social ben-
efits, he says to also consider 
taking a dance class.

“A study years ago looked 
at people for over 25 years 
and which cognitive things 
challenge you like reading, 
playing a musical instrument 
or learning a foreign language, 
as well as exercising and lifting 
weights,” said Hobbs. “They 
found that the only physical 
activity that seemed to benefit 
was dancing. Might be because 
you are learning moves and so 
you’re doing something phys-
ical that’s actually stretching 
your mind, and you’re also in-
teracting with people.”
n Travel. Seeing new plac-

es can encourage interactions 
with others.

“Travel can expose you to 
different cultures and people 
even within your own city or 
country. Travel also can get you 
physically active with walking 
and sightseeing,” said Hobbs.

For short, local outings, he 
says carpooling is a good way 
to socialize.

“You’re talking with oth-
er people and may develop 
friendships too,” Hobbs said.
n Embrace social media. 

For those who are home-
bound or unable to get out and 
about, online tools offer a way 
to stay connected with family 
and friends, and even provide 
opportunities to meet new 
friends.

“The internet expands peo-
ple’s world. Now with social 
media you can go online and 
see grandchildren or friends. 
Also, if you have an obscure 
interest in [something like] 
Bulgarian pottery or south 
Vietnamese cooking, and 
want to find other people who 
like it, you might not find peo-
ple locally, but online you can 
find a group who likes it,” said 
Hobbs.

For those who are wary of 
technology, he suggests asking 
a younger relative for help.



parts for an auto dealership, 
when he turned a corner just 
a mite too fast.  The doodad 
slid off the platform.  Rather 
than stop to retrieve it, he 
opted to lean downward from 
his seat while the van was in 
motion.  

The front wheels jumped a 
curb and the bumper bashed 
into a large metal box owned 
by the power company.  Mi-
nor damage occurred to the 
van, but the electric box was a 
total loss.

More than a hundred 
homes lost electricity 

immediately. Add a school 
and 17 business firms with 
non-functioning computers. 
Two police cars flashed red 
lights for six hours to redirect 
traffic.  Another control box 
was transported as a replace-
ment from 200 miles distant. 
Poor Rusty received a fine for 
careless driving, not to men-
tion loss of his cherished job. 
This incident occurred on the 
east side of Paris.  Here was a 
perfect example of a person 
who needed a third arm.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

ENGLEBRIGHT
FROM PAGE 1B

Puzzles CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Syrian city
 5. Secret collection
10. Mother
14. Type of radar (abbr.)
15. Trio
16. Jelly-like algae substance
17. Malaysian coastal city
18. ___ Christmas!
19. Bleak
20. Late Republic Roman poet
22. Supervises flying
23. Long, low sounds
24. Seven children born at once
27. Tyrion Lannister’s nickname
30. Moon crater
31. Concealed
32. Woman (French)
35. Shipped
37. Babies need one
38. Two
39. Book of maps
40. A partner to cheese
41. Coastal region of China
42. Town in Czech Republic
43. Peter Griffin’s daughter
44. Men proud of their 
masculinity
45. One-time Chinese dynasty
46. Not pleased
47. Mary __, cosmetics
48. Midway between east and 
southeast
49. Reflected
52. Derived from
55. US Treasury title (abbr.)
56. Spiritual leader
60. Dismounted
61. Isaac’s mother (Bib.)
63. Southern constellation
64. Not often found
65. Extremely angry
66. Individual article
67. They congregate at hives

68. Regenerate
69. Plaster

DOWN
 1. “Mad Men” actor Jon
 2. Samoan capital
 3. Singer Anthony
 4. Sign of the Zodiac
 5. Short-term memory
 6. Larcenies
 7. Side-neck turtle
 8. Blissful
 9. __, you!
10. Species of macaque
11. North-central Indian city
12. Common street name
13. Weaponry

21. Counsels
23. __ student: doctor-to-be
25. A bachelor has one
26. Women’s __ movement
27. Leaders
28. Chinese sea goddess
29. Caps of mushrooms
32. Papier-__, art material
33. Hmong
34. Uneven
36. Resinous secretion
37. Pocketbook
38. Political action 
committee
40. Health care for the aged
41. Metro Goldwyn __: 

CROSSWORD

film company
43. A gossip
44. Where wrestlers work
46. __ Squad
47. Self-defense
49. Muslim brigands
50. Saudi Arabian island
51. Goliath’s foe
52. Hurtful remark
53. Wings
54. Beget
57. Second Greek letter
58. Blue mold cheese
59. Unstressed-stressed
61. Title of respect
62. Chop or cut
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universal approach of Wi-Fi 
pushed competing technolo-
gies under.

Wi-Fi also benefitted from 
government support, which 
is not always true. The FCC 
early on dedicated open radio 
frequencies to free use for 
Wi-Fi needs. The first edition 
of Wi-Fi was 802.11b and 
802.11a, where the difference 
is frequency. The frequency 
for 11b is 2.4 MHz also used 
by microwaves, Bluetooth 
and baby monitors so a 
little crowded. However 2.4 

is pretty good at passing 
through walls, trees and other 
obstacles and has a fair range 
at low power. 

The other 11a is a 5 MHz 
signal. It’s unlicensed, much 
less crowded and can carry 
more data but has a more 
restricted range. In a brilliant 
marketing move, manufac-
turers built dual-frequency 
routers, which broadcast 
both 11b and 11a. 

 xLinksys dominated the 
market with cheap Wi-Fi 
routers using both. Business 
focused on the “a” and home 
users the “b” range.

Within four years, it 

was obvious Wi-Fi was the 
wireless platform de jure. The 
industry needed more speed, 
the ability to carry more data 
and had to connect more 
devices per access-point. 

Rather than design a new 
technology they started 
tweaking the Wi-Fi standard. 
After 802.11b and 802.11a 
they standardized 11g, 11n, 
11ac and a series of alphabet 
standards. They just adopted 
11ax this week. The termi-
nology confuses everyone 
so thank goodness they’re 
rebranding to Wi-Fi-5 and 
the newest Wi-Fi-6 for gener-
ation 6.

History shows how cre-
ative electrical engineers can 
be. The 11g standard in 2003 
used the 2.4 MHz band with 
a little more power and better 
spread of packets to push 
speed to five times what 11b 
could. 

In 2009, they rolled 
out an 11n version using 
multiple-stream (MINO) 
technology, which is sending 
data across a spread of 
streams. The 11ac standard in 
2012 introduced directional 
antennae. Rather than blast-
ing data everywhere around 
the room, it was targeted in a 
narrow beam aimed toward 

the user’s device. This gained 
more speed and the ability to 
handle more devices.

The newest 11-ax or Wi-
Fi-6 version went live Sept. 
17 and can push 40 percent 
more data by packet com-
paction. It is backward using 
the 2.4 MHz frequencies 
for greater distances, and 
it is more battery friendly. 
The electronics in the ac-
cess-point can handle many 
times the  connections so 
in the gym, airport or other 
crowed public areas users 
won’t lose connection so 
often. 

Wi-Fi-6 went live just in 
time for the new iPhone 11, 
which came out Sept. 20. 
The new phone ships with 
Wi-Fi-6 capability but those 

of us in rural communities 
can’t take advantage of the 
new capabilities. Fortunately, 
Wi-Fi has always remained 
backward compatible. The 
newest phones will still 
connect to a 1999 Wi-Fi-1 or 
original 11b standard. 

The combination of 5G 
cell signal and Wi-Fi-6 wire-
less are opening a whole new 
floodgate of data potential 
for those who live in the right 
areas.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

HONEYBEE ROYALTY 

Special to The Prairie Press

The recent Little Miss and Mister Honeybee pageant had four win-
ners. Left to right, Prince Chance James Sallee, King Boe Gibson, 
Queen Kallie Stults and Princess Kinley Lawson.

50 attend Arrasmith
family reunion Sept. 8
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Sept. 8 Arrasmith 
Family Reunion at Twin 
Lakes Park had 50 family 
members attend. 

Statistics noted for the 
events were: Alice Gordon, 
88, was the oldest in atten-
dance; Dale and Bobbie 
Throneburg had the longest 
marriage at 51 years; Steve 
and Julia Riley, of Clinton, 
Ind., traveled the farthest 
to attend; Matt and Lind-
say Moreschi were the most 

recently married; Karen 
Wood had the most grand-
children present, with six; 
Alice Gordon had the most 
great-grandchildren present, 
with six; Merritt Alyse Mo-
reschi, daughter of Matt and 
Lindsay Moreschi, was the 
youngest girl at two years; 
Jason Littlejohn, the son of 
Natasha Littlejohn was the 
youngest boy at five years.

The family had one birth, 
three deaths and no weddings 
during the year since the last 
reunion. 

READ
KNOW IT ALL. 

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE & DELIVERED SATURDAYS.
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Enjoy the 
Festival

CHRISMAN FARM CENTER
 (800) 535-9542 Massey Ferguson

Illinois Biggest, 
Little Dealer! 

Chrisman, IL

 (217) 269-2412
CHRISMAN FARM CENTER

Enjoy the  Honeybee  Festivities!

•Great buys on Husqvarna Viking & BabyLock
  Sewing Machines and Sergers
•Purchase $60.00 or more regular price and receive 20% off
•Sale table 50% off sale price
 Sale prices valid thru Monday, September 30, 2019

Honey Bee Festival - Sale Starts Now!

Hours Monday-Thursday 9-6; Friday 9-8; & Saturday 9-5
www.lorispinsnneedles.com • 217-465-5541 • Paris, IL

116 N Illinois 
Chrisman, IL 

(West side of the square)             Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques& Enjoy

Honeybee

Weekend (217) 251-2636

432 Prairie Ave. • Paris, IL
Office: 217-463-8432 •  Fax: 217-466-6107

htrans08@gmail.com

Enjoy the Honeybee Festival!

DOWNTOWN
PARIS

South side

of the

Square

Thursday, September 26, 2019
7:30 PM - 9:30PM    Music: Troy Stone
               South Side of the Square

Friday, September 27, 2019
6 AM - 1PM  Kiwanis Pancake Tent - Pancakes & Sausage  
   North Side of the Square

9 AM - 6 PM  Business Sidewalk Sales and Craft & Food Vendors 
   Around the Courthouse Square

9 AM - 9 PM  KAZ Amusements - Inflatables    
   North Side of the Square

11 AM - 5 PM  Chamber of Commerce Golf Outing   
   Eagle Ridge Golf Course

6 PM - 7:15 PM MUSIC: Lacey Jay     
   South Side of the Square

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM MUSIC: Battle Creek County    
   South Side of the Square

8 PM - 11 PM  MUSIC at  LOT 50: Garrett Briggs  

Saturday, September 28, 2019

6 AM - 1PM  Kiwanis Pancake Tent - Pancakes & Sausage  
   North Side of the Square

6  AM - 8:30 AM Shawna Morrison Memorial Race - 1 mi walk/5K run  
   Twin Lakes Park
   (Call the Rec at 217-466-9622 to register)

9 AM - 5 PM   Business Sidewalk Sales and Craft & Food Vendors 
   Around the Courthouse Square

10 AM - 6 PM  KAZ Amusements - Inflatables    
   North Side of the Square

11 AM   Honeybee Festival Parade     
   Starts at Madison Street and concludes at Washington Street

 FREE Family Friendly LIVE Music after Parade
12 PM- 1:20 PM  Jake Hoult    
1:30PM - 2:30 PM Trouble & Company
2:45 PM - 4:00 PM Coon Holler Kids
4:15 PM - 5:45 PM Our Youth
6 PM - 7:15 PM Dirt Dwellers
7:30 PM - 8:45 PM Zorila
8 PM - 11  PM John Kester  - Lot 50 Brewing Co.

Sunday, September 29, 2019
9 AM  - 3 PM  Craft & Food Vendors (optional) 
   Around the Square

 

Proud to bee 
the healthcare 

for the honeybee 
community 

provider 

MyHorizonHealth.org 

Enjoy the 

Honeybee Fesitival!
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Sons of the American 
Legion Post 211

September 27th & 28th

Ribeye Sandwiches & Pork Chop Sandwiches 
Serving from 11 a.m. - 6 p.m / Friday & Saturday

 Bands play 
9 p.m. - Midnight

FRIDAY NIGHT
Dirt Dwellers

Beer & Wine - Pavilion & Lawn Venue
Serving from 11 a.m. - Midnight / Friday & Saturday

Honeybee Sandwich & Beer

Live Music- 
FREE ADMISSION

SATURDAY NIGHT
Switchback

Find us again at 
the Legion Pavilion

Edgar County Fairgrounds

	  

Your locally owned pharmacy committed to serving the people of Edgar County.

116 West Court Street 
Paris, IL

Steve Benefiel R.PH Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.Ph. Ryan Imel, PharmD

(217) 465-8455
Justine Bogue, PharmD

	  

Your locally owned pharmacy committed to serving the people of Edgar County.

116 West Court Street 
Paris, IL

Steve Benefiel R.PH Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.Ph. Ryan Imel, PharmD

(217) 465-8455
Justine Bogue, PharmD                                                           Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.

Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD
                                                    Jackie Owen, PharmD

And remember us for your 

PHARMACY NEEDS!

Enjoy the
Honeybee
Buzzzzzz!

Locally Owned  • Automotive
Farm And Lawn  • Commercial 
Transport • Heavy Equipment 
and OTR

24 HR. Repair • ServiceAvailable Fee apply • (414) 909-1468

We Always Appreciate Your Business
Scott & Bobbie Myers
10790 N 1350 • Paris, IL

myersllc18@gmail.com
217-822-9519

https://myersllc18.wixsite.com/website

Enjoy the 

Honeybee Festival
with family and friends

SCOTT BARRETT
Edgar County Coroner

Paid for by Scott Barrett for Coroner

Home of the Sunflower Mazeand Fall Family Fun!
L&A Family Farms is continuing the legacy of Pumpkin 

Works by offering many of the same activities the former 
business had at OUR LOCATION.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381

BANKING  |  INSURANCE
WEALTH MANAGEMENT

firstmid.com

See you at the Honeybee Festival!

Full Service Shop/24 Hour Roadside Assistance

10247 N 1350th St.  •  Paris,IL
217-251-4909  • 951-440-6903
Httrepair@yahoo.com
Heringtontruckandtrailerrepair.com

Herrington Truck and 
Trailer Repair Inc.

Activities

9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday        11 a.m. - 4 p.m Sunday

Features:

Antiques, collectibles, craft market, flea market, food booths, children’s events 

like a petting zoo and barrel rides, inflatables and bouncy houses.

A prominent feature of the Honeybee at the fairgrounds is the rendezvous en-

campment with historical re-enactors doing a variety of frontier skills such as 

blacksmithing, weaving, fur trading and campfire cooking. 

Antique tractors are on display. An indoor archery ranges lets visitors try that 

sport, and a cakewalk 1 p.m.

Parking fees will go to the Crestwood cheerleaders.
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HIKO, Nev. (AP) — Thou-
sands of curious Earthlings 
from around the globe trav-
eled to festivals, and several 
hundred made forays toward 
the secret Area 51 military 
base in the Nevada desert on 
Friday, drawn by an internet 
buzz and a social media craze 
sparked by a summertime 
Facebook post inviting peo-
ple to Storm Area 51.

“They can’t stop all of us,” 
the post joked. “Lets see them 
aliens.”

In the end — at the ap-
pointed hour of 3 a.m. Sept. 
20 — about 75 to 100 people 
braved chilly darkness and a 
bumpy, dusty 8-mile (13-ki-
lometer) drive to the Rachel 
gate of the legendary former 
top-secret U.S. Air Force base. 
Another 40 traveled about 20 
miles (32 kilometers) a more 
rugged washboard-dirt road 
to a different gate.

The sheriff in neighboring 
Nye County reported that 
about 40 people gathered 
overnight at a conspicuously 

green Area 51 Alien Center in 
Amargosa Valley about 3 a.m. 
and approached a base gate 
before leaving after heated 
warnings from officers.

No one found UFOs or 
space aliens, Lincoln County 
Sheriff Kerry Lee said.

They did find they weren’t 
alone, amid bright flood-
lights, watchful cameras and 
who-knows-what in a squat 
tan bunker building with 
blackout windows — all sur-
rounded by razor wire.

Polite and patient local 
sheriff ’s deputies ushered 
one woman away when she 
stepped too far forward. They 
arrested a man from Canada 
who urinated near the gate 
and cited him for indecent ex-
posure, Lee said. The woman 
was released with a warning.

“We intend to keep those 
officers there throughout the 
event,” Lee told reporters Fri-
day. “You know: Come. Look. 
See what you can see. But just 
don’t cross.”

As he spoke, a trickle of 
vehicles grew to a stream on 
a two-lane state road dubbed 
the Extraterrestrial Highway 
toward Rachel, a town of 50 
residents now hosting more 

than 2,000 Alienstock camp-
ers and alien-seekers.

Another event started in 
Hiko, a crossroads town a 
45-minute drive closer to Las 
Vegas.

Meanwhile, Matty Roberts, 
a 20-year-old from Bakers-
field, California, who sparked 
the Area 51 phenomenon 
with a late-night Facebook 
post and then broke with Lit-
tle A’Le’Inn owner Connie 
West over production of the 
Rachel event, hosted a Thurs-
day evening event at an out-
door venue in downtown Las 
Vegas also using the Alien-
stock name.

“It started as a joke and now 
people are getting to know 
each other,” said Tracy Fergu-
son, 23, of Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, who said the internet 
gave him the idea to drive to 
Nevada with his girlfriend, 
Jade Gore, 19, of Worthing-
ton, Minnesota.

Gore quit her job at a Dairy 
Queen and dyed her hair and 
eyebrows green. They drove 
through Wyoming, Utah and 
into Nevada with “Area 51 
bound” and “Comin 4 Dem 
Alien Cheeks” in green paint 
on their car windows.

AREA 51 PARTY CONTINUES

Special to The Prairie Press

Mario Rayna, center, chants with others at an entrance to the Nevada Test and Training Range 
near Area 51 Friday, Sept. 20, near Rachel, Nev. People gathered at the gate inspired by the 
“Storm Area 51” internet hoax. 

‘Let’s see them aliens’
75-100 revelers meet 
at appointed hour to 
‘storm’ Area 51

State joins EPA lawsuit
BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Cali-
fornia’s ability to regulate the 
pollution limits of cars and 
light trucks should not be 
limited by the federal govern-
ment, Illinois’ top lawyer ar-
gued in a joint court filing Fri-
day, because those standards 
positively impact the health 
of his constituents.

Attorney General Kwame 
Raoul joined a group of 22 
other states, the District of 
Columbia and two cities in 
suing the federal government 
after it moved Thursday to re-
voke the most populous state’s 
ability to set stricter emission 
specifications than those re-
quired by President Donald 
Trump’s Administration.

The lawsuit is testing the 
waters for how federal and 
state powers will be weighed 
when setting environmental 
policies to combat climate 
change. It was filed the same 
day as the Global Climate 
Strike, a march in more than 
150 countries to urge political 
leaders to take action on glob-
al warming.

Raoul wrote in the court 
document he joined the co-
alition because he has, “an 
obligation to represent the 
interests of the People so as 
to ensure a healthful environ-
ment for all the citizens of the 

State.”
By limiting California’s au-

thority to dictate strong emis-
sions standards of carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous 
oxide, the federal government 
would effectively be increas-
ing greenhouse gas emissions, 
according to the lawsuit. That 
would, “contribute to and 
exacerbate the ongoing and 
future impacts of climate 
change,” in the states that sub-
mitted the complaint.

The effects of climate 
change include, the attorneys 
general wrote, deterioration 
of the state’s infrastructure, 
parks, agriculture sector and 
tourism industry. That would 
likely cause a drop in the 
amount of tax revenue those 
states could collect. Addi-
tionally, air quality would 
decay, causing public health 
programs to spend more, they 
added.

“I simply will not tolerate 
the federal government’s ac-
tions to refute scientific facts 
and allow climate change to 
go unchecked, all while put-
ting our environment and 
public health at risk,” Raoul 
said in a press release.

In the lawsuit, the attorneys 
general also argue the federal 
government’s decision to re-
voke California’s regulation 
ability impacts their capabili-
ty to meet air quality goals. 

In January 2019, Dem-
ocratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
signed an executive order 
enrolling Illinois into the 
U.S. Climate Alliance, 
which, in part, aims to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 26 
to 28 percent of the levels 
from 2005. According to 
the state’s Environmental 
Protection Agency, it is on 
track to meet that goal.

“When the federal gov-
ernment is actually taking 
us backward on efforts to 
combat the climate crisis, 
states must act,” Pritzker 
said in a press release Fri-
day. “...I look forward to 
building on that progress 
as we put Illinois on a path 
toward 100 percent clean 
and renewable energy.”

Also on the lawsuit 
against the National High-
way Traffic Safety Admin-
istration are California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, 
Nevada, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, New York, North 
Carolina, Oregon, Penn-
sylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Virginia, Wash-
ington, Wisconsin, the 
District of Columbia, the 
City of Los Angeles and 
the City of New York.

Census coordinators named
BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s office announced 
the appointment of two cen-
sus co-coordinators Monday, 
a position created by an exec-
utive order he signed in June 
to maximize participation in 
the 2020 U.S. Census. 

State officials say up to two 
congressional seats and more 
than $1 billion in federal fund-
ing are at stake in Illinois if the 
complete population is not 
counted in 2020. That’s why 
the General Assembly allocat-
ed $29 million in state funding 
to an outreach effort that will 
be led by the newly created 
Census Office within the Illi-
nois Department of Human 
Services. 

Pritzker announced the 
co-coordinators of that office 
will be Marishonta Wilkerson, 
who has been serving in the 
role since August after more 
than two years as assistant 
counsel to Democratic Illinois 
House Speaker Michael Madi-
gan, and Oswaldo Alvarez, 
who has more than 10 years 
of program implementation 
experience in the nonprofit 
sector. 

 “The 2020 census will de-
termine if Illinois gets our 
fair share of federal resourc-
es and representation, and 
these outstanding leaders will 
be committed to ensuring a 
complete and accurate count,” 
Pritzker, a Democrat, said in a 
news release Monday. “With a 
$29 million investment and a 
new Census Office, the state 
of Illinois will fight against 
the fear tactics coming from 

the federal government and 
make known that we’re proud 
to be home to vibrant, thriv-
ing communities of all back-
grounds.”

At the June signing of the 
Executive Order 10, which 
created the Census Office, Lt. 
Gov. Juliana Stratton said Illi-
nois could lose $120 million 
annually for each 1 percent of 
the population that is under-
counted – about $1.2 billion 
over the 10-year period be-
tween each census.

Illinois’ outreach effort will 
center on partnerships with 
community groups that are 
already working to promote 
census turnout. The deadline 
for those groups to apply for 
grants was Friday, Sept. 13. 

According to the Census 
Office’s September report, 
$20 million has been allocated 
for the initial grants, while $9 
million will be reserved for an 
additional round of grants to 
address identified needs and 
communications and market-
ing efforts.

According to the report, 
the Census Office anticipates 
awarding a grant to at least 
one regional intermediary in 
each of 12 regions identified 
by the office. The intermedi-
aries will coordinate outreach 
efforts and provide subawards 
to subgrantees that will con-
duct census outreach efforts 
in their communities. 

The hardest-to-count com-
munities will be prioritized for 
the grants. The U.S. Census 
Bureau deems an area hard to 
count if the self-response rate 
in the 2010 decennial census 
was 73 percent or less. 

Illinois is using 18 vari-
ables associated with low 
census response, including 
housing, income, house-
hold language and internet 
access, to determine where 
the millions in grant fund-
ing will be distributed. 

The largest grant distri-
butions will go to organiza-
tions operating in Chicago, 
with a minimum allotment 
of $5 million and a maxi-
mum of $8.9 million. 



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

FALL YARD CLEAN-UP 
Power Washing

Painting
Landscaping

Mulching
Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 

10 years experience.
References on request, 

call 217-504-3985

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

If you have any items you don’t 
want laying around I will haul off 
about anything. Call me anytime 
at 217-218-8801

31 Breanna Drive, Paris
1 mile E of Crestwood.
Thur, Sept. 26, Fri, Sept. 27 & 
Sat Sept.28, 
8:00 am-4:00 pm.
 Kitchen items, pyrex, corning 
ware, home decor, kids to adult 
clothing-Fall & Winter, electronic 
cables, pull behind drop spreader. 
Too much to list!

101 Bradley Dr. 
Sept. 21   8:30 - 3:00
Small appliances, Longaberger, 
collectible tins, Vintage glassware, 
Pfaltzgraff, chamber pot, 
antique Slaw cutter, canisters, 
bikes, Christmas items, clothes, 
Toys, shoes, gaming chair, craft 
supplies. Lots More!

123 E. Dole St.
Sept. 27, 28, 29  9am - ?
Everything Must Go!
2 Families

205 S. Eads Ave. 
Fri. Sept. 27 & Sat. Sept. 28 
8:00 - 3:00. 
Clean, organized, and always 
priced to sell. Plenty of desirable 
items for everyone; new, old & 
everything in between. Don’t miss 
out. Please share address with 
your friends. Canceled if rain.

Fri. Sept. 27   8 - 4
Sat. Sept. 28   8 - 12
4 families.
Antiques, table top drill press, 
toys, sheets, coats, watches, 
jewelry, furniture, clothing - kids 
to adult, Christmas trees, pocket 
knives. Lots of misc. NRFA Rain 
or Shine

MULTI FAMILY
804 N. Main Street
Fri. 9/27    4-6pm
Sat. 9/28   8-11am
Country Financial Parking Lot
All name brand kids clothing 
birth to size 12. Gap, Under 
Armour, JoyFolie, Janie & Jack, 
Abercrombie, etc. Home Decor, 
Furniture, Baby Gear, Toys & More. 
Let the kids pick out a free book! 

708 Wabash 
 Sat. 9/28 8 - ?
Antiques, collectables, mowers, 
snow blowers, dishes, books, toys, 
furniture, much more!

INSIDE AND OUT
213 E. Washington 
Sept. 27th & 28th 9am - 6pm Sun. 
Sept. 29th Noon - 5pm
New Carpenter Tools, Baby 
Furniture, Womens Clothing, 
Household Items, Books and 

Much Misc.

722 E. Blackburn St.
Sept. 28  8 - 12
Something for everyone!

The City of Chrisman is now 
accepting application for a full 
time Public Works Supervisor. 
Applicants must hold a Class B 
water license and Class 3 sewer 
license. Applications are available 
at Chrisman City Hall, 222 W 
Madison Ave, Monday-Friday 
8:00am-3:30pm. For more 
information please call 217-269-
2214 or visit City of Chrisman 
facebook page.

HRC IS HIRING!
Looking for Part Time Work?
Come see us for a
Job Fair at the
Paris Library
9/25/2019 10AM-12PM

Help Wanted 2 Full Time 
Operators
Nutrien Ag Solutions - Kansas, IL
CDL Required - Must be able to 
pass drug screen
Contact 217-218-0865

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Bauermeister K-9 Training
Over 40 years experience. Offers 
local beginning and intermediate 
classes. Beginning October 5, 
2019
Call 217-275-3465

Antique Estate Auction
www.amantiqueauctions.com
Sat., Sept 28th 9:30 a.m.
200 Verteran’s Drive
Millstadt, IL 62260
100’s of Fine Antiques!
Antique Furniture, Primitives, 
Advertising, Glass, China, 
Pottery, Stoneware, Decoys
(618) 210-7574

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults Only. $425.00/month
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

HOUSE FOR SALE
107 Bradley St., Paris
Call 217-264-1740

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom apartment. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

2 bedrm, 1 bath apartment. 
Corner unit, private deck, laundry 
facilities, appliances furnished, 
walk-in pantry. Off-street parking. 
$600/mo + $600/dep. No 
pets, no smoking. Please call 

217-512-1880

Apartment For Rent
712 E. Wood St.
Clean 2 bedroom, off street 
parking. Appliances, Water and 
Cable included. Great for the 
retired. NO PETS $540 per month 
Call 217-465-5150 and leave 
message.

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
3,783 sq. ft. Parking for 30 cars 
or trucks. $10.00 per sq.ft. with 
utilities included. 
Call 217-466-8210

The annual fall cleaning at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery will 
begin October 1. All summer 
decorations including artificial 
decorations will be removed. 
Please collect what you wish to 
save. Fall-Winter decorations may 
be placed the week of Oct. 8.

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

WANTED TO BUY
OLD SLOT MACHINES
WANTED BY COLLECTOR. ALSO 
BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES. 10 
Cent COKE MACHINES AND 
SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON

Deceased

No. 2019-P-36

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
ROBERT WAYNE THOMPSON. 
Letters of Office were issued 
on August 20, 2019 to TERESA 
L. FONTANA, 1115 Cherry Point 
Street, Paris Illinois 61944, as 
Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Bruce Baber.

Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of Angie Barrett, 
Clerk of the Court, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before March 26, 2020 at 
least 6 month from the date of the 
1st publication), and any claim not 
filed within that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

Dated the 29th day of August, 
2019.

TERESA L. FONTANA, Independent 
Administrator

Bruce Baber
Attorney for the Independent 
Administrator
216 East Wood Street
Post Office Box 6
Paris, Illinois 61944
(217) 463-3225
baber@midwestfirst.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
WILLIAM DEAN KERNS, 

Deceased

No: 2019-P-42

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of the death of 
William Dean Kerns.  Letters of 
Office were issued on August 28, 
2019, to Brenda Kay Burman, 
2802 N. Elm Ln., Arlington 
Hts., IL  60004 as Independent 
Executor whose attorney is Karen 
L. Burkybile, 15175 US HWY 150, 
Paris, IL 61944.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or 
both on or before March 2, 2020, 

(at least 6 months from the date 
of the 1st publication), and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney withiin 10 days 
after it has been filed.

Dated this 30th day of August, 
2019.  
Brenda Kay Burman, 
Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, Il  61944
(217) 465-5525

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

CITY OF PARIS,
Plaintiff, 
vs. 
THE HEIRS AND LEGATEES AT 
LAW OF KAREN SUE DEVERS 
DECEASED, 
ILLINOIS HOUSING AUTHORITY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 

NO. 2018-MR-86

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 
PROPERTY

A. Legal Description of Property to 
be sold:
A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township 13 North 
and in Range 12 West of the 2 nd 
P.M., thence West 50 feet, thence 
North to the South line of the right
of way of the C.C.C. &amp; St. 
L.R.R. Co., thence Northeasterly 
along said line to a point due 
North of the beginning point, 
thence South to the place of
beginning.
PREIN: 09-18-01-228-004
B. Common Address of Property 
to be sold:
331 E. Union St., Paris, Illinois
C. Location of Sale:
2nd Floor, Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois.
D. Date and Time of Sale:
September 23, 2018, 11:30 a.m.
E. Terms of Sale:
10% down on sale date, balance 
due upon confirmation of sale and 
closing.
F. Contact for further information 
and inspection of property:
RICHARD M. KASH, JR.
FRUIN &amp; KASH
Attorney for the City of Paris
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
G. Description of improvements 
on subject property:
None

FRUIN & KASH
129 NORTH CENTRAL AVENUE
PARIS, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

Sandra Johnson notice 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS

EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF 
KODIE RIGDON and 
DAKOTA RIGDON, 
ADA RIGDON and, 
RICHARD RIGDON 
Petitioners. 

and  No. 2019-P-43

REVISED NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION

Notice is hereby given to SANDRA 
JOHNSON, that a Petition for 
Guardianship
has been filed in the above entitled 
cause.

SANDRA JOHNSON is hereby 
served by publication of this 
Notice. Unless
SANDRA JOHNSON files an 
answer to the Complaint in this 
cause or otherwise make an
appearance in this case on or 
before October 16, 2019, a default 
judgment may be entered
against you, at any time after 
that day in accordance with the 
remedies requested in the
Petition for Guardianship.
______________________________

_______
Angela R. Barrett
Circuit Clerk

FRUIN & KASH
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944-1704
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213
Email: service@fgklaw.net

SUMMONS

TO STEVIE BUTLER, 
RESPONDENT MOTHER IN THE 
ABOVE CAPTIONED PETITION 

FOR ADOPTION:

CAUSE NO. 
11C01-1906-AD-000009

Holly Marie Cook has filed a 
petition to adopt S.R.B. the minor 
child of Stevie Butler in the Clay 
County, Indiana Circuit County 
under the above caption and case 
number.

The whereabouts of Stevie Butler 
are unknown. However, it is 
believed that Stevie Butler resides 
within, or has significant contacts 
with Edgar County, Illinois. Stevie 
Butler must respond within thirty 
(30) days of the last day this no-
tice is published. If Stevie Butler 
does not respond in that time, 
an order granting the irrevocable 
adoption of S.R.B., the minor child 
of Stevie Butler, by Holly Marie 
Cook may be granted.

The following manner of service of 
notice is hereby designated:

PUBLICATION pursuant to Indiana 
Trial Rule 4.13
The Prairie Press / Paris 
Beacon-News

Date: September 4, 2019

Charles F. Hear #17052-49
Attorney for Petitioner
5840 North State Road 59
Post Office Box 258
Brazil, IN 47834
812-442-5999

STATE OF INDIANA   CLAY 

COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
 

SS:
COUNTY OF CLAY  
CAUSE NO. 
11C01-1906-AD-000009

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF 
SEBASTIAN RILEY BLAUDOW
minor child, by
HOLLY MARIE COOK
the child’s maternal 
grandmother

ORDER GRANTING PRAECIPE 
FOR SUMMONS BY 

PUBLICATION

THIS COURT having read the 
motion for service of summons by 
publication, being fully advised in 
these premises, and good cause 
having been shown, does hereby

ORDER that this motion is 
herby granted and the notice of 
this adoption my be served by 
publication.

Dated: September 4, 2019 Judge 
Joseph Trout, Clay County Circuit 
Court

Distribution:

Stevie Butler
Address Unknown

Lloyd Arthur Blaudow #Y33410
Robinson Correctional Center
13423 E. 1150th Avenue
Robinson, IL 62454

Charles F. Hear 
Attorney at Law
5840 North State Road 59
P.O. Box 258
Brazil, IN 47834

Invitation To Bid

Shiloh School District is seeking 
sealed bids for an eXmark zero 
turn mower. It is a 2014, 72 inch 
deck with 770 hours. Mower may 
be viewed at the school.
Minimum bid is $2400.00. Bids 
will be opened on October 10, 
2019, at 10:00 a.m. in the office of 
the superintendent.

Shiloh School District No. 1
21751 N 575th Street
Hume, Illinois 61932
Phone: 217-887-2364
Fax: 217-887-2448

SATURDAY,  
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
barbara@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

MULTI-CONSIGNOR LIVE/ONLINE AUCTION
Sunday, Oct. 6th @ Noon IL Time

Furniture, Antiques, Appliances, Ammo, Primitives, 
Collectibles, Metal Signs

Online Bidding Will Be Available @ calliebaber.hibid.com

ON-SITE LIVE AUCTION
Saturday, Oct 12th @ 10am, Westfield, IL

Limited Online Bidding For Some Items
Featuring: 1997 Ford Hurricane Motor Home

Specific Auction Location Details Coming Soon!

Local Healthcare Business Offering
Full-Time Customer Service Position

Applicant must possess
• Good Reasoning Skills
• Good Communication     
   Skills
• Ability to Multask

• Strong Work Ethic
• Detail Oriented Skills
• Proficient Computer   
   Skills

• MOST IMPORTANTLY, the applicant must have 
the ability and desire to courteously interact 
with the public in person, on the phone, and with 
digital methods of communications.

Please send your resume with a detailed work 
history to: 

Prairie Press, BOX C
101 N Central, Paris, IL 61944

Qualified applicants will be contacted directly.

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach homes 
and businesses in Edgar County, three heavy-duty, all-weather 
signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 fluorescent green 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale checklist, sales 
record form.  All for $10.00!!!! 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By

REUSE
the news



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com

SATURDAY,  
SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

More cannabis bills possible 
Social use of marijuana could be topic for follow-up legislation in Illinois General Assembly
BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Some 
of the lead negotiators of the 
law to legalize adult-use mari-
juana in Illinois are seeking to 
provide clarity on a provision 
that gives local municipalities 
control over which facilities, 
if any, would be authorized to 
allow cannabis consumption. 

The topic is at the top of the 
discussion list for potential 
follow-up legislation, com-
monly referred to as a trailer 
bill, which could be heard 
when the General Assembly 
returns for veto session in late 
October, the original bill’s 
Senate sponsor said. 

That senator is Heather 
Steans, a Chicago Democrat 
who said it is certainly not the 
intent of House Bill 1438, the 
bill which legalized adult-use 
marijuana, to allow consump-
tion at public places such as 
restaurants. 

“If we need any clarifica-
tion to make that crystal clear, 
we will do that,” Steans said 
during a phone interview. 

“We know we’ll be doing 
something along those lines, 
most likely.” 

While the bill prohibits, 
“smoking cannabis in any place 
where smoking is prohibited 
under the Smoke Free Illinois 
Act,” mitigating language ap-
pears in Section 55-25 of the 
more than 600-page bill. 

It reads: “A unit of local 
government … may regulate 
the on-premises consump-
tion of cannabis at or in a 
cannabis business establish-
ment within its jurisdiction 
in a manner consistent with 
this Act. A cannabis business 
establishment or other entity 
authorized or permitted by a 
unit of local government to 
allow on-site consumption 
shall not be deemed a public 
place within the meaning of 
the Smoke Free Illinois Act.” 

That language means local 
municipalities have the right 
to exempt certain facilities 
from the Smoke Free Illinois 
Act, which otherwise bans 
smoking in virtually all public 
places. 

Deputy Gov. Christian 
Mitchell, who was one of the 
leading forces in Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker’s administration in 
negotiating the bill, said the 
local control over social use 
language was put in place to 
prevent de facto prohibition 
of cannabis consumption for 
apartment dwellers who, if 
their landlord banned con-
sumption, would conceivably 
have no place to legally par-
take.

“We wanted to leave room 
in the bill for locals to deal 
with social consumption as 
they saw fit,” Mitchell said in 
a phone interview. “I think 
the concern from a lot of folks 
was that, especially in poor 
areas, areas with more rental 
housing which are going to 
be disproportionately people 
of color, for example, if that 
housing, by the legal pow-
er of the landlord, bans the 
ability to consume cannabis 
on premises, you can end up 
with a de facto prohibition for 
some of those folks.”

While the bill clearly de-

fines a cannabis business es-
tablishment as any licensed, 
“cultivation center, craft 
grower, processing organiza-
tion, dispensing organization, 
or transporting organization,” 
exactly which other entities a 
local government can exempt 
from the Smoke Free Illinois 
Act is not clearly defined. 

Mitchell said discussions of 
public use generally revolved 
around the establishment of 
facilities similar to hookah 
bars or cigar lounges, which 
have legal exemptions in the 
Smoke Free Illinois Act to al-
low for tobacco consumption 
on their premises. 

“That’s the context in which 
I’ve seen it contemplated. The 
restaurant context isn’t one 
that came up,” he said. “But I 
imagine with the Smoke Free 
Illinois Act, that would proba-
bly be more problematic.”

Sen. Jason Barickman, a 
Bloomington Republican 
who supported the bill, re-
called discussions of allowing 
social consumption at private 
clubs or licensed cannabis fa-

cilities, but not public facili-
ties such as restaurants. 

“There’s a separate pro-
hibition that is blanketed 
throughout the law which 
says that use and consump-
tion cannot occur in public or 
in public places,” he said in a 
phone interview. “So if you’re 
operating a restaurant, that’s 
a public place, and the law 
would prohibit that.” 

Steans said she remem-
bered discussions of allow-
ing cannabis use at certain 
licensed facilities as well, but 
trailer bill discussions could 
add some clarity to the matter.  

“We want to make sure that 
everyone is on the same page 
and that the law reads exact-
ly the way we want it to,” she 
said.

Steans, Mitchell and Barick-
man were in general agreement 
that the law is the law, and any 
other language involved in a 
trailer bill would be mostly 
technical in nature. For Mitch-
ell, that means not relitigating 
issues already decided in the 
initial passage of the bill. 

Ft. Massac
festival set
Oct. 19-20
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

METROPOLIS — Fort 
Massac State Park in Me-
tropolis will again host the 
Fort Massac Encampment 
Oct. 19-20. 

One of Illinois’ most 
popular fall festivals, the 
annual encampment pro-
vides visitors with a chance 
to experience what life was 
like at Fort Massac during 
the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. The site served 
as a military outpost along 
the Ohio River for person-
nel from France, Britain, 
and the early years of the 
United States from 1757 to 
1814. 

Event times are 10  a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
19 and 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 20. 

The Fort Massac En-
campment is hosted by 
the Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) and sponsored 
by the Greater Metropolis 
Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. 

The encampment fea-
tures an opening ‘Posting 
of the Colours’ ceremony 
both days. During each 
afternoon, mock military 
battles and tactical demon-
strations will be performed 
by re-enactors on the Fort 
Massac grounds, with a 
military retreat ceremony 
closing both days’ activi-
ties. Hundreds of military 
re-enactors and other par-
ticipants wearing period 
clothing will present the 
roles of explorers, traders, 
settlers and soldiers on the 
early Illinois frontier. 

Family and youth activ-
ities include storytellers, 
magic and puppet shows, 
18th century musical en-
tertainment, and period 
craft makers demonstrat-
ing blacksmithing, bas-
ket-making, weaving and 
other skills. Food and 
drink also will be available. 

Admission to the en-
campment is free. Park-
ing is provided at the Old 
Fairgrounds adjacent to 
the park. Fort Massac State 
Park is closed to public ve-
hicle traffic during festival 
hours. 

Fort Massac State Park, 
which opened as Illinois’ 
first state park in 1908, is 
located on the Ohio River 
at 1308 East Fifth Street 
in Metropolis. For more 
information about the en-
campment and the park, 
contact the site office at 
618-524-4712.

Legislators
to receive 
back pay
 BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Illi-
nois’ chief fiscal officer has a 
clear duty to pay lost wages 
to all members of the Gen-
eral Assembly affected by 
two statutes a Cook County 
judge ruled were unconsti-
tutional, the attorney for 
two former Democratic 
state senators wrote in a 
court filing.

One law freezing cost-of-
living increases and another 
implementing furlough days 
violated Illinois’ governing 
document because they 
altered legislators’ wages 
during terms for which they 
were elected, Circuit Court 
Judge Franklin Valderrama 
decided in July. 

Now, two former law-
makers who voted in favor 
of both statutes — Michael 
Noland, from Elgin, and 
James Clayborne Jr., from 
Belleville — are asking the 
judge to compel Comptrol-
ler Susana Mendoza to issue 
back pay. If successful, the 
order could cost Illinois just 
under $13 million.

Noland is now a judge in 
Kane County. Clayborne is 
a privately-practicing law-
yer.

Michael Scotti III, their 
attorney from the Chica-
go-based firm Roetzell & 
Andress, sent a letter in late 
July asking the comptroller 
to begin releasing payments. 
It went unanswered, he 
wrote in a court document.

In the letter, he argued 
that because the two laws 
were deemed to violate Il-
linois’ Constitution, “the 
comptroller is obligated 
to pay the members of the 
General Assembly during 
the relevant years, including 
[Noland and Clayborne], 
the salary unconstitutional-
ly withheld for the furlough 
days and the COLAs.”

The former was effective 
from 2009 through 2013 
and the latter from July 
2009 through June 2018.

A legislator’s base pay 
was $67,836 until this year, 
when the General Assembly 
allowed the first cost-of-liv-
ing increase to go into effect 
since 2008. That salary in-
creased by $1,600. 

The attorney general’s 
office argued in a court doc-
ument last month, in part, 
that Mendoza should not 
have to pay Noland, Clay-
borne or any other lawmak-
er back pay because next fis-
cal year’s budgeting process 
is complete and no funding 
has been allocated for that 
expense.

HIGH COURT GOES ON THE ROAD 

Peter Hancock/Capitol News Illinois

The Illinois Supreme Court held a rare hearing outside of Springfield Wednesday, Sept. 18, traveling to the campus of Lewis and 
Clark Community College, in the Metro East town of Godfrey. The court heard oral arguments in two internet-related cases. 

Court hears Internet cases
BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

GODFREY — Illinois’ highest court 
heard oral arguments Wednesday for 
two cases which delve into the relation-
ship between existing laws and technol-
ogy’s increasing role in society.

One case questions whether a statute 
dating back to the early 1800s can be ap-
plied to daily fantasy sports betting. The 
other asks whether government can ban 
someone’s access to social media web-
sites, even if that person is on probation. 

The oral arguments took place at 
Lewis & Clark Community College in 
Godfrey to raise the profile of the judi-
cial branch, Chief Justice Lloyd Karmei-
er said before the event. It is the second 
consecutive year such an event was held 
in his judicial district. 

Colin Dew-Becker and Andrew Wu 
competed in a fantasy sports contest in 
April 2016 through the website FanDu-
el. They paid $109 each — a $100 wager 
and $9 fee to the company. Wu’s NBA 
fantasy team scored almost double the 
points Dew-Becker’s team did, making 
him the winner.

Three days later, Dew-Becker filed a 
lawsuit to recover his bet. Under a cen-
turies-old Illinois law known as the Loss 
Recovery Act, those on the losing end of 
an illegal wager have a legal avenue to get 
their money back. 

The question before the Supreme 
Court, in this case, is whether that ave-
nue exists when gambling is conducted 
through a third-party digital fantasy 
sports website such as FanDuel.

Benton Ring, Dew-Becker’s representa-
tive before the court, argued the Loss Re-
covery Act has no exclusions for such web-
sites. Members of the General Assembly 
would have added them if that was their 
intent, he said in a court document.

Such websites act, in a modern sense, 
like poker houses, Ring said, converting 
money into a digital currency Illinoisans 
can use to place bets on the outcome of 
their fantasy sports teams.

And when a new law expanding gam-
bling takes effect next year, it does not 
appear it will prevent residents from 

recovering lost bets under this act, he 
added.

But William Gantz, Wu’s represen-
tative before the court, told the justices 
this straight reading of the act — not 
taking into account its authors could 
not have imagined the invention of such 
technology — could result in millions of 
cases.

“This test case seeks a green light for 
a cottage industry in Illinois — lodging 
hundreds of thousands of claims against 
unsuspecting citizens who have been 
engaging in online (daily fantasy sports) 
contests in Illinois for at least over a de-
cade,” he wrote in a court document.

BARRED FROM SOCIAL MEDIA
The other case the Supreme Court 

heard Wednesday pertains to a convict-
ed sex offender and his access to the in-
ternet. 

Conrad Allen Morger was convicted 
of sexually abusing a minor and sen-

tenced to four years of probation by a 
court in McLean County. That came 
with a mandatory condition he not use 
specific internet sites.

His representative in oral arguments, 
Zachary Rosen, said that ban on social 
networks — Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram and LinkedIn, for example — is a 
violation of the U.S. Constitution’s First 
Amendment fundamental right to free-
dom of speech.

In a court document, Morger’s attor-
neys called barring access to the internet 
draconian.

The attorney general’s office says 
those on probation have limited liber-
ties, and those limits last only as long as 
their sentence.

Joshua Schneider, the state’s represen-
tative, said legislators added the manda-
tory probation condition because the 
state has an interest in protecting the 
public from sex offenders who are rein-
tegrating into society. 

Peter Hancock/Capitol News Illinois

Sierra Misselhorn, a student from Belleville Althoff Catholic High School, asks ques-
tions of attorneys involved in two cases heard Wednesday, by the Illinois Supreme 
Court. The court met at Lewis and Clark Community College in Godfrey in a rare 
hearing outside of Springfield. 

Feds OK 
disaster  
relief funds
CAPITOL NEWS ILLINOIS

The federal government 
has approved Illinois’ re-
quest for disaster relief in 
27 of 32 counties affected 
by flooding this year, Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker’s office an-
nounced Thursday, Sept. 
19.

While the public assis-
tance will allow county and 
municipal governments 
that have exhausted their 
available local resources to 
apply for grants and loans, 
a request for individual as-
sistance that would benefit 
homeowners and business 
owners affected by flood-
ing in 22 counties is still 
under review, Pritzker’s of-
fice said.

It is the first time the 
state has received a federal 
disaster declaration since 
2013. 

The declaration required 
a recommendation from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
approval from Republi-
can U.S. President Donald 
Trump.
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